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S B RN 1 MN 
The bleſſed Liſe, Death and future State of every true Chriſtian. 


[Preached at the Funeral of the Rev, Dr. Prœ or. 


REVELATIONS, xili. 14. 


Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the Lord, Page 1 
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The Neceſſity of frequently attending the Lord's Table, and the 
Vanity of all Excuſes which are alleged by Chriſtians for Ab- 
ſence from the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


ST. LUKE, xiv. 16, 17, 18. 


A certain Man made a great Supper, and bade many, and ſent his 
Servant at Supper Time to ſay to them that were bidden, Come, 
for all Things are now ready; and they all, with one Conſent, 
began to make Excuſe, p. 27 
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S E R M O N . 


Chriſtianity vindicated from the groundleſs Charges brought 
againſt it by Infidels. 


2 PETER, 1. 16. 


Me have not followed cunningly deviſed Fables. p. 54 


. 
The Prophecies of the Old Teſtament relative to the Meſſiah, 
and thoſe delivered by the divine Author of Chriſtianity whilſt 


on Earth, evidently and undeniably fulfilled in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and in the Events ſubſequent to his ReſurreQion. 


GALATIANS, iv. 4. 


When the Fulneſs of Time was come, God ſent forth his Sen. p. 83 


moor v. 


His Saviour's Life to be propoſed to himſelf, by every true Chriſ- 


tian, for his ſerious and humble Imitation. 


{Preached at Chriſt Church, Cork, on the Intelligence of the 
Hurricane in the Weſt-Indies, 10 October, 1780. 


1 PETER, ii. 21. 


Leaving us an Example, that we ſhould fellow his Steps. p. 107 


S E R- 


CONT EN 1 All 


S EBER M O N, Wk 


The Fruit of the Spirit exemplified in the ſpotleſs Life of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


GataTIans, v. 22, 23. 
The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſu gene, Gan- 
tleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. P. 133 


s E R M ON VII. 
The Fruit of the Spirit, the Requiſites in a true Chriſtian. 
GALATIANS, v. 22, 23. 
The Fruit irit is Love, Foy, Peace, Loni-ſuffering, Gen- 
tleneſs, ave 3 * Allah, Denen p. 156 
S E R M ON VI. 
The ſeparate Exiſtence of the Soul between Death and the 


Reſurrection conſidered. 


ECCLESIASTICUS, Xil. 7. 


Then ſhall the Duſt return to the E ws, 3 it was, and the 
Spirit m return to God, who gave it. p. 181 


S E R M ON IX. 


The Bleſſedneſs of a truly Chriſtian B L Mind, and its 
Happineſs and glorious Rewards in both Worlds. 


Acrs, xx. 35. 


Remembering the Wards of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, haw he ſaid, It 
is more bleſſed to give than to receive. p- 201 


8 


: 
£ 

N 

5 

A 

. 

4 

y 4 
U 

if 

Ny 

ö 

; - 
* 9 "of 
\ id 
1 
1 Y 
J 1 
* 
2 : 
' 


Z TN TIT 8 


oer . 
The Nature of Gratitude, as required in a Chriſtian. 
LUKE, xvii. 15, 16. 


And one of them, when he ſaw that he was healed, turned back, and 
with a loud Voice glorified God, and fell down on his Face, giving 
him Thanks. p. 220 
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The Providence; of God watchful over all his Works, and the 
| Influence it ſhould have on the Minds of Men. 


[Preached before the Independent Volunteer Society of Bandon, 
in the Year 1780, commanded by FRANc1s BERNARD, Lady L 


HEBREWsS, xiii, . 


He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee or forſake thee. p. 243 


AI. 


Religion, no Enemy to human Happineſs even in this World, 
and the certain Enſurer of it in the next. 


PROVERBS, iii, 17, 


Her W ays are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all her Paths are * 


p- 264 
J n 


The Perſection of Holy Scripture, conſidered as the Guide and 
Director of Human Conduct. 


PSALM Cxix, 132, 


When thy Word geeth forth, it giveth Light and Underflanding unto 
the Simple, p. 289 


S E R- 
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S E R M ON XIV. 


The Cultivation and Improvement of Reaſon and the Underſtand- 
ing neceſſary in all, eſpecially the higher Ranks of Men. 


1 CORINTHIANS, xiv. 20, 


Brethren, be not Children in Underſlanding, but in Underſtanding 
be Men. t a p. 314 


EN 


The happy Effects which would follow, and the public Proſperity 
which would remarkably diſtinguiſh any Nation, where Chriſ- 
tianity in its original Purity, as delivered in the Writings and 
Preachings of the firſt Chriſtians, animated” ſuch a Nation 
throughout its ſeveral Ranks, producing in their Lives and 
Converſation, that great and deſirable Change, for producing 
which, it was graciouſly revealed to Mortals, by the Son of 
God. 


{Preached on the Faſt Day in the Year preceding the late Peace.] 


PSALM xiv. 20. 


Happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe, yea, bleſſed are the 
People that have the Lord for their God. p. 333 
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The Neceſſity of conſtant Self-examination, and of an increaſing 
Purity, in all rational and free Agents, and the additional 
Motives which recommend ſuch a Conduct to Perſons ex- 
pecting in a future State of Exiſtence, either to be rewarded 
or puniſhed eternally for their Actions here. 


2 CorINTHIANS, v. 10. 
For we muſt all appear before the Judgment. ſeat of Chrifl, p. 353 


S E R- 


i a n N T 8. 


ron wNIE " 


The Nature and Extent of Mercy, as required by the Goſpel, 
deduced from the Parable of the wounded Traveller, the Levite, 
the Prieſt, and the feeling Samaritan, and their very different 
Behaviour towards the Sufferer. 


| LUKE, x. 37. 


Co thou, and ds likewiſe. P- 37 
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SERMON I. 


The BLESSsRD LIE, DEATH, and 
FUTURE STATE of every TRUB 
CHRISTIAN. 


reached at the Funeral of be Rev. Dr. Picorx. 


** ' ++ 
REVELATIONS, Xiii. 14. 


| Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord! 


Gracious Aſſurance of divine Love! 8 E R M. 


Words full of Comfort to the Righteous REF 


whilſt alive, and, at their Death, of ef- 
fectual Conſolation to the Friends of 
their departed Virtue! The Holy Ghoſt 
has declared the faithful Chriſtian happy 
in his Death, bleſſed in his Departure 
from this World! And great indeed is 


the Happineſs. of ſuch a Man in this 
B | Event! 


2 


The bleſſed State of a 


SERM. Event! He can fin no more! Sin hath 
J. 4, 1 
no more Dominion over him! His Righte- 


ouſneſs remaineth! His Salvation is ac- 
compliſhed! He hath exchanged Suf- 
fering, Pain, Doubt, Uncertainty and 
Trial, for Pleaſure, Joy, Certainty and 


Reward! Thus ye ſee, my Brethren, 


three great Privileges are his who dies in 
the Lord; 1. Exemption from 'Tempta- 
tion and Sin! 2. Acceptance with his 
God! 23. And Eternal Rewards in 
Heaven! 

Who then (important Queſtion to us 
Mortals!) is the Man thus ſupremely 
bleſted ? The Text informs us, he who 
dieth in the Lord! And who may be ſaid 
to die in the Lord? Doubtleſs he only 
who hath ever lived in him! He 
who in this Life was early baptiſed into 
the Similitude of Chriſt's Death! He, 


who whilſt he lived, was dead unto Sin 


and this World in its corrupt Practices ! 
He, who in this World aroſe with Chriſt 
in his Reſurrection, by ariſing with the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit from the 

Weak- 


True Cbriſtian in both Warlds. 


Weakneſs and 8 of Human 8 EY M. 
Nature, to the Purity and Graces of a ſin- — 


cere Chriſtian, walking by Faith and 
the Spirit, gradually advancing in a 
Line of improving Obedience unto Righ- 
teouſneſs here, and Immortality here- 
after. 

Are all Chriſtians then, my Brethren, 
in this bleſſed State at the awful Hour 
of their Death? Would to God indeed 
they were in this moſt bleſſed State! 
Would to God they were, not almoſt, 
but altogether ſuch as the Holy Spirit de- 
clares thus bleſſed! But ſince many 
Chriſtians, alas! are far from having 
arrived at this Happineſs, are far from 
having entitled themſelves to this Bleſ- 
ſedneſs at the Hour of their Departure 
from this State of Trial, the Contempla- 
tion therefore of this Bleſſedneſs, and 
the Determination of the Doubt to whom 
alone it juſtly belongs, muſt be to all 
Chriſtians who are thus doubtful and 
unprepared, moſt important enquiries! 
Enquiries, which will certainly tend to 

B 2 the 


3 


"8 2 Be ble Ned State of a 


SERM: the happily correcting many miſtaken 
ig Opinions at preſent entertained by them 
relative to their ſpiritual State ; enqui- 
ries, which cannot fail powerfully to 
urge them ſo to exert their Endeavours, 
that with the aſſiſting Grace of God, they 
may at length place themſelves in this 

moſt eligible Situation ! 
Let us then, my Brethren, attempt 
to aſcertain the amiable Character of 
the Chriſtian who is thus bleſſed ! Let us 
draw a faint Outline of his Happineſs 
in this World, at the Hour of Death, 
and in that other World to which Death 
ſhall conduct him! Thus perhaps we 
ſhall inflame our Hearts with a virtuous 
Ambition, with an holy Deſire ſo to 
| live, that theſe gracious Words of the 
Ti! Ki Text, being deeply imprinted on our 
1 Minds, may ſafely guide us in every 
Difficulty of this Life, conſole us in 
Trouble, give a true Zeſt to our Happi- 
neſs in Proſperity, gild the laſt Mo- 
ments of our cloſing Scene, and at our 
Death adminiſter real Comfort, truc 
chriſtian 
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Mourners of our departed Virtue ! 


He then, my Brethren, who dies | 


bleſſed in the Lord, muſt, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, have alſo lived in him! 
For Chriſt has no Fellowſhip with Belial ! 
To die in the Lord is to die his Servant, 
his Friend! But the Man, who during 
the Vigour of Life, forgets his God and 
tramples on his Commandments, in his 
laſt Moments ſurely ill- aſſumes the Cha- 
racter, and vainly claims the Privileges 
of the Servant and the Friend of God! 
For how indeed can Service, Friendſhip, 
Love, be diſplayed in the gloomy 
Chamber of Pain and Sickneſs, amidſt 
the Throes of Nature ſtruggling with 
Death, her mortal Foe, the Conſequence 
and Reward of Sin and Diſobedience! 
Racked at that Time by a thouſand Pains 
both of Body and Mind, tormented with 
the affrighting Recollection of the Paſt, 
doubtful or deſpairing of the Future, 
how ſhall acceptable Service be paid, 


by a Man thus circumſtanced, to his 
God ? 
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The bleſſed State of a 


. God? Shall Love of that gracious Deity, 


till this laſt Hour of his Life, ungrate- 
fully by him forgotten, nay long pro- 
voked and ſhamefully diſobeyed, ſhall 
Love of this God at once poſſeſs his 
Breaſt, ſhall it then by a divine Miracle 
in his laſt Moments melt at once his 
ſtubborn Heart, whoſe hardened Stone 
remained unſoftened by repeated Mercy 
long vouchſafed him to no effectual Pur- 
poſe ? Shall ſuch a Man then for the 
firſt Time acknowledge the Goodneſs, 
the Juſtice, the Mercy, the Power, the 
Purity, the Knowledge of the Deity ? 
No! Vain at that Time, amidſt ſuch a 
Scene, I fear, are all ſuch Acts of Wor- 
ſhip! "Tis Fear, tis Anguiſh of Heart, 
tis ſelfiſh Remorſe, that pays the invo- 
luntary Tribute of ſuch Worſhip, and 
even out of the Mouth of Infidels them- 
ſelves at ſuch a Time perfetts the Praiſe 
of God! But in his laſt Moments can 
ſuch a Man flatter himſelf he is really 
diſintereſted in this Confeſſion of his 
God? Can he at ſuch a Time ſuddenly 

become 
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become meek, temperate, patient, re- SE 7 M. 
ſigned, humble, charitable ? He may per 


haps thus fondly perſuade himſelf. But 
ſuch a Man is caught in the Toils---He 
is ſubdued by the Terrors of the Scene 
both within and without, and may juſtly 
ſubſcribe to Conſcience, when ſhe calls 
this ſeeming Change a Cheat, theſe 
fancied Virtues a falſe Shadow of the 
Subſtance ! 

But he indeed may be ſaid to die in 
the Lord, who hath long practiſed, loved, 
admired, who in his whole Life was 
wedded to, the Duties of a Chriſtian ! 
Such a Man when ſummons'd by Death, 
hath a Right to the bleſſed Comfort of 
knowing that in this his laſt Hour he ſhall 
die in the Lord! At his Death, Friend- 
ſhip, Faith and Chriſtianity, looking on 
their expiring Friend, may ſmile amidſt 
their Tears,exclaimingnearlyin the Words 
of faithful Simeon, Lord, now haſt thou let 
thy Servant depart in Peace according to 
thy Word! Such a Man who thus dies 
full of bleſſed Hope in himſelf, and an 

Example 
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The bleſſed State of a 


Example to all ſurviving Chriſtians, early 


in his Life, and deeply in his Thoughts, 
dwelt on the Duty of a Chriſtian ! Early, 
contentedly, chearfully he put his Hand 
to the Goſpel-plough, he looked not back, 
he took up the Croſs, he followed the 
Steps of his bleſſed Maſter! He learned 
of him to be humble and meek—He re- 
membered that his Maſter in his earthly 
State was indecd lowly in Mind! He 
earneſtly conſidered that here on Earth, 
he was doomed to ſtruggle not merely 
againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, againſt the Prince 
of Darkneſs, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs 
in high Places! He prudently reflected 
that his great Adverfary the Devil, was 
watchful, vigilant, walking about like a 
roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he might de- 
vour ! He therefore wiſely took unto 
himſelf the whole Armour of God, that he 
might be able to fland againſt ſuch mighty 
Dangers! His Loins were girt about with 
Truth, be had on the Breaſt-plate of Righ- 
teouſneſt, his Feet were ſhod with the Pre- 

paration 
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paration of the (Goſpel of Peace! Above all SE RM 
be took the Shield of Faith, wherewith be 
was enabled to quench all the fiery Darts of 


the Wicked ! He ſeized the Helmet. of Sal- 
vation and the Sword of the Spirit, name- 
ly, the Word of God ! 

Such a Man alſo being Chriſt's, and 
knowing that he was bought with a 
Price, (a Price beyond all Imagination !) 
effectually, therefore crucified the Fleſh 
. with the Aﬀettions and Lufts! Such a 
Man conſidered his Fellow-creatures as 
Objects of the ſame Love, and Children 
of the ſame heavenly Father; every 
Thing therefore which concerned his 
Neighbour, appeared in his Eyes imme- 
diately connected with his own Intereſts, 
and in every Action he conſulted the 
Welfare both of Soul and Body of all 
around him! Inceſſant were his Labours 
to remove their Wants, their Diſtreſſes, 
to diſpel their Ignorance, to enlighten 
their Minds, amend their Hearts, and 
turn them from the Ways of Death to 


the Paths of Life. He literally was 
Eyes 
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Eyes to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, 
an Huſband to the Widow, a Father to 
the Orphan, and a Friend to the Diſ- 
treſſed ! | 

Nor was ſuch a Man ever weary of 
well-doing, of Perſeverance in Righte- 


_ ouſneſs! In due Time he knew, he ſhould 


reap, if here he fainted not. In vain 
therefore did Ingratitude and the baſeſt 
Returns to all his Goodneſs attempt to 
leſſen his Love to Mankind, his Eager- 
neſs to bleſs his Fellow-creatures ! He 
remembered his own imperfect Gratitude 
to Heaven, and learned therefore Pati- 
ence, Forbearance and Forgiveneſs, from 
the example of his heavenly Father! He 
forgave not his repenting Brethren ſeven 
Times only, but ſeventy Times ſeven ! 
He put on as the Elect of God, Bowels of 
Compaſſion towards bis Brethren, forgiv- 
ing others, even as God for Chriſt's Sake 
bad forgiven him ! 

Nor was he, though thus exemplary 
in the Diſcharge of his Duty, puffed up 
with the Conceit of his Virtues, or proud 


of 
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of theſe Graces, which he juſtly confider- 8 E R M. 
ed as but lent him! He looked not with CB, 


Diſdain on his leſs perfect Brethren! His 
Graces ſhone with a truly chriſtian Mild- 
neſs, chearing, not dazzling the human 
Sight! And therefore, he bore with the 
Infirmities of his Brethren, and whilſt 
he was ſtrong himſelf, he conſcientiouſly 
conſidered thoſe who were weak! In a 


Word, his conſtant and unwearied Deſign 


in his whole Life was, how he, and all 
within his Influence, might ſo paſs 
through Things temporal, as finally they 
might not loſe the Things eternal. 

Now ſuch a Man muſt doubtleſs have 
been bleſſed even in this World, for to 
ſuch a Man belong the Promiſes of 
God in both Worlds! His Lot in this 
Life, let it have been caſt on what 
Ground it may, may be truly ſaid in the 
Language of the Pſalmiſt, to have fallen 
to him in a goodly Heritage ! For ſuch 
a juſt Senſe of Religion, ſuch a firm 
Dependence on his God, ſuch a chriſtian 
Diffidence in himſelf, ſuch Love to his 

Pellow- 
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Fellow-creatures, ſuch conſtant Prepa- 
ration for another Life, muſt have made 
his earthly State to him truly pleaſant 
and delightful! Proſperity muſt have 
been enjoyed by him with a double Re- 
liſh, and Misfortunes and Trouble, when 
they attacked him, muſt have been rob- 
bed of half their Malice! Hope and the 
Proſpe& of Futurity muſt have gilded 
all his Moments here, and led him on 
reſigned to' Providence, through every 
worldly Change looking forward joyful 
to Eternity and Happineſs ! 

The Man, therefore, who has' thus 
lived, can alone be ranked amongſt thoſe 
whom the Spirit of God in the Text hath 
pronounced bleſſed! And bleſſed un- 
doubtedly, is every truly-pious Chriſtian 
in this Event! Bleſſed ſurely, to have 
for ever eſcaped the Temptations of the 
World, the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the 
Snares of the Evil-one ! Bleſſed to be 
no more expoſed to Sin and Iniquity ! No 
longer to dread the Weakneſs of his Na- 
ture, the Deceitfulneſs even of his Vir- 

| tues, 
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tues, and all the numerous Dangers of a SE R M. 
| _ | 


Chriſtian Warfare. 

But ftill more bleſſed is he to have 
met his God in Peace, to have been re- 
ceived and welcomed to the Arms of his 
Redeemer, to have viewed his Pardon for 
all his Imperfections graciouſly ſealed, to 
ha ve heard his Acceptance pronounced, 


to have liſtened with Tranſport to theſe 


glorious Words, Well done, thou good 
and faithful Servant, thou haſt been faith. 


ful over little, be thou ruler over mich! 


How inexpreſſibly bleſſed is he alſo, to 
have been admitted into the Joys of 
Heaven, into the bleſſed Realms of Hap- 
pineſs and Peace, to have been advanced 
to the Company of Angels, to a Fellow- 
ſhip with the Saints, to a Re-union with 
every valued Friend, every dear and vir- 
tuous Relation ! 

But bleſſed is he ſurely, above all Ex- 
preſſion, that in the Midiſt of ſuch Feli- 
city, the bleſſed Conſequence of his 
Death, he ſtill looks forward to a ſupe- 
rior Degree of Happineſs reſeryed for 

him, 
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The bleſſed State of a 


him, to the Certainty of that Hour, 
when Death, Time and Judgment paſt, 
he ſhall with his own Eyes behold his 
God, the Fountain of all this Happineſs, 
when he ſhall ſee his gracious Maker 
Face to Face, when together with all the 
Bleſſed of Heaven, he ſhall approach this 
divine Center of Enjoyment, and drink 
full Draughts of Happineſs; when God 
himſelf the gracious Father, the bleſſed 
Son, and the preſerving ſacred Spirit, 
ſhall be fully revealed to him, and that 
ſacred Hoſt in his divine Eſſence, and 
God ſhall be all in all! 
Surely this is Bleſſedneſs or we have 
no Idea of Felicity !---This is a Crown 
of Glory before which all earthly Splen- 
dour fades away! This is a Paradiſe to 
which no worldly Scene can for a Mo- 
ment be compared ! And this (tranſport- 
ing Thought to real Piety !) is the en- 
viable Lot of him who dieth in the 
Lord ! 
Tf ſuch then is the bleſſed Lot of the 
pious Chriſtian, if Death tranſlates him 
to 
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to ſuch an enviable State, how impro- SE Rab. 
per is immoderate Sorrow for the vir= wv 


tuous Dead! Shall we lament the De- 
parture of thoſe who thus die in the Lord? 
Shall we mourn their happy Exemption 
from Pain, Care, Grief, Anxiety, every 
earthly Hazard, every worldly Danger ! 
Danger, Hazard of the moſt dreadful 
Kind! The amazing Hazard to which 
every earthly Pilgrim is here expoſed of 
loſing an everlaſting Inheritance ! Shall 
we lament that Sin, Sickneſs and Sor- 
row, no longer have Power over the 
departed? Shall we mourn their Ac- 
ceptance with God, their Pardon ſealed, 
their Admiſſion to thoſe Joys I have 
imperfectly deſcribed ? Joys which even 
Scripture but half reveals! Surely all 
ſuch Sorrow is in us Chriſtians, who 


are bleſt with the Light of the Goſpel, 


unnatural and groundleſs! Such ill- 


founded Grief might indeed, with ſome 
Appearance of Reaſon, have been in- 
dulged by the unenlightened Heathens, 
who, at beſt, were doubtful of an Here- 
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ERM after, but is utterly inexcuſable in 
ww Chriſtians, whoſe Views are ſo much 


further extended, whoſe Knowledge is 
ſo much clearer, and whoſe Hopes are 
grounded on Certainty itſelf, being 
founded on the Revelation and Promiſes 
of God! a 

Away then with all ſuch unjuſtifiable 
Sorrow for thoſe who have departed 
hence in the Lord! Or if our Tears, my 
Brethren, muſt fall on ſuch Occaſions, 
let them fall with more Propriety for 
ourſelyes, who ſtill ſurvive in a dangerous 
World! The bleſſed Saviour, the Con- 
queror of Sin and Death, ſeems, me- 
thinks, to addreſs the Mourners of the 
departed Virtuous, as once he did his 
weeping Couftry-women. Children, (if 
not your own Fault ! ) Children of the new 
Jeruſalem, weep not for the departed, but 
for yourſelves and your Children who ſtill 
furvive ! Yes, my Friends, for thoſe who 
fill remain on Earth, whoſe Race is yet 
unfiniſhed, whoſe Warfare is yet unac- 
compliſhed! Yes, let us weep for the 
; Dangers 
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Dangers to which the living are ſtill ex- SE RM. 


J. 
poſed, for the Trials which till await Cy 


the Faithful in the Fleſh ! 

When therefore; we think of the Vir- 
tuous whom we have ſeen depart this 
Life, let it be with Chriſtian Conſolati- 
on, nay. with a pious Rejoicing, with 
an holy Deſire, with an earneſt, a fer- 
vent Prayer to God, that we may ho- 
nourably for them, and happily for our- 
ſelves, embalm the Memory of their de- 
parted Virtues in a faithful Imitation ! 
Their Examples are ſo many bright Stars 
ſhining from above to guide our danger- 
ous Courſe through the tumultuous 
Waves of Human Life, and to point the 
Way to Heaven and Happineſs! Whilſt 
we ſteer by their Light, we ſhall ayoid. 
the Rocks and Shoals which otherwiſe 
might ſhip-wreck our Virtue and our 
Faith! We ſhall avoid at once the Dan- 
gers of Preſumption and Deſpair, and 
happily reach at laſt the deſired Port 
which ſhall reward all our Toil ! 


C And 
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And ſuch Examples, bleſſed be the 
Name of God, even in the moſt corrupt 
Ages ſince the Promulgation of the Goſ- 
pel, have never yet been wanting in the 
Chriſtian World ! Piety may indeed at 
Times have juſtly lamented the groſs and 
general Corruption of Men profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, but the Mercy of God, even 
in the darkeſt Ignorance and moſt gene- 
ral Corruption of our Faith, preſerved 
even then (as in the Days of the com- 
plaining Prophet there were found ten 
"thouſand Knees which had not bowed to 
Baal!) many faithful Chriſtians, walk- 
ing in the Goſpel Purity, dead to the 
Corruption of this World, and alive ſole- 
ly to the Hopes and Expectation of a 

better! ; | INE 
Such Chriſtians, God be praiſed, even 
in this preſent Age of diſtinguiſhed Diſſi- 
pation and Profaneneſs, are till to be 
found amongſt us, faithful Servants of 
"their God, not aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt 
and his Croſs, but if poſſible more zeal- 
dus in an Age like this, in which the 
Love 
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Love of many hath waxen cold, to ma- 8 ERM. 


nifeſt their Faith by their good Works 
On ſuch Chriſtians, let us, my Brethren, 
who are as yet Babes in Righteouſneſs and 
Perfection, fix attentive Eyes! Let us 
carneſtly contemplate in them the Beauty 
of perfect Holineſs ! Let their Lives 
whilſt on Earth, and the Memory of their 
' Virtues when no longer walking amongſt 
us, animate us the Survivors to a faith- 
ful Imitation of ſuch Piety, and thus 
meeting at laſt in Heaven, may we mu- 
tually experience an Addition to our Hap- 
pineſs there, we, beholding - them as 
bright Polar Stars, whoſe directing Luſtre 
contributed to the conducting us thither, 
and they, rejoicing over us at our Ar- 
rival, the happy Converts to their Piety 
and Virtue ! 
And we ſurely, my Brethren, who 
are preſent here, want not the Influence 
of ſuch a bright Example thus to animate 
our religious Zeal, to arouſe us from 
Supineneſs, to urge us to preſs forward 
and make our Calling and Election ſure! The 
C 2 mourn- 


I. 
5 


20 - The bleſſed State of a 


SERM. mournful Occaſion on which we are met 
waa this Day too well informs you of that 
departed Virtue, to whoſe Influence on 
our Lives I now allude! A melancholy 
Duty are we met to perform, an affect- 
ing Office! To lay in their laſt Abode 
the Remains of an Iſraelite indeed, in 
whom was no Guile ! Whilſt he lived he 
<vas a burning and a ſhining Light, and 
we rejoiced to walk in ſuch a Light! Yet 
though he is now gone, my Brethren— 
gone for ever! gone to receive the well- 
earned Reward of a chriſtian Life! let 
us not think he now can no further be- 
nefit us! The Recollection of his Ex- 
ample, impoſſible to be forgotten, may 
ſtill direct! The Memory of his many 
Virtues may ſtill admoniſh! And there- 
fore, whilſt we now indulge the melan- 
choly but uſeful Pleaſure of recollecting 
what he was, let us at the ſame Time 
beſeech the Almighty to grant us his 
ſtrengthening Grace, that, from this Sur- 
vey of his uſeful Life (literally ſpent in 
doing 
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doing Good !) we may be excited to do SE RM. 


likewiſe! 

To the Lot of a Perſon, I confeſs, very 
unequal to the Taſk, has it fallen to 
delineate the Character of our dear de- 
parted Brother laying there before you 
But conſcious of my great Inability 
properly to ſuſtain the difficult Office to 
which I have been appointed, I will con- 
fine myſelf to ſimple Facts; and though 
my Narrative be deſtitute of Ornament 
and Grace, yet, whilſt with ſtricteſt Truth 
I briefly rehearſe his ſeveral Virtues, if 
the Picture I ſhall draw, ſhall bear even 
a faint Reſemblance of the Original from 
which it is ſketched, I truſt, even the 
moſt partial Friend of the Deceaſed will 
own the Portrait (in itſelf however ſim- 
ple and unadorned!) to be amiable and 
attractive! 

To draw then his Character as conciſe 
as poſſible, Iwill venture to affirm, his 
Life fully entitled him to the Beatitude 
of my Text! For ſurely if we may 
judge from Uniformity of Action, he 


may 
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*ERM. may be truly ſaid to have died in the 
6 Lord! If Religion be known by its 


Fruit only, if a good Heart and a 
clear Conſcience are manifeſted alone 
by continued Perſeverance in Righte- 
ouſneſs, then may he be ſaid to have 
been uniformly directed by the firſt, 
and to have eminently poſſeſſed the two 
laſt, ſince in every Line, public and 
private, his whole Life appears correct 
and regular |! 

Deſcended from an antient Family, 
united by Marriage with one no leſs 
diſtinguiſhed than his own, he yet may. 
be truly ſaid to have reflected by his 
Life, Honour on them both! In his 
ſocial and domeſtic Hours, Friendſhip, 
Politeneſs, and Hoſpitality, walking 
Hand in Hand with Prudence and juſt 
Oeconomy, preſided over his hoſpita- 
ble Board, and welcomed, with a Cor- 
diality truly apoſtolic, the Friend, the 
Traveller and the Stranger ! 

A perfect Example of conjugal Fide- 
lity and Love, he ſhone forth in the 


Character 
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Character of an Huſband, a correct Pat- SE RM. 
tern of thoſe milder Virtues which 3 


ſhould adorn the wedded State — Alas! 


I fear that Stroke (not yet inflicted 


twelve Months!) that Stroke, which 
robbed him of his better Half, and plant- 
ed in his feeling Heart a laſting Grief, 


(however properly chaſtened and hallow- 


ed by a due Senſe of Religion!) that 
Stroke, I fear, haſtened, unfortunately for 
his Friends and the World, the Loſs 
which, I now ſee, draws Tears from 
the Eyes of many preſent ! 

As a Father, ſhall I call him tender, 
affectionate! Such Words can never 
expreſs the Affection which ſubſiſted 
between him and his only Child! An 
Affection more nearly reſembling the 
Love which we may imagine ſubſiſts in 
Heaven between the Bleſt, than paren- 
tal or filial Attachment! 

As a Maſter of a Family, need I paint 
his Merit? The almoſt unvaried Set of 
Domeſtics, that, without a Change, ex- 
cept by the Hand of Death, waited on 

Him 


24 The bleſſed State of a 


872 M. Him from his firſt and early Entrance 
U into the buſy Scenes of Life, till his 
late juſtly-lamented Deceaſe—But above 

all, the ſilent Sorrow of the few ſpeech- 

leſs Attendants, who were Witneſſes of 

his laſt Moments, their eloquent though 

mute Grief, the ſtrongly-marked Ex- 
preſſions in their Countenance, all de- 
clared, beyond the Force of Words, what 

Kind of Maſter they had ever found him! 

As a Chriſtian, his juſt Senſe of Reli- 
gion, his Reverence for the Word of 
God, the Purity, the Livelineſs of his 
Faith, his firm Reliance on Providence 
in all Difficulties, his meek Submiſſion 
to ſome moſt painful Trials, were all 
moſt truly exemplary ! 

As a Chriſtian. Paſtor, a Pariſh Mi- 
niſter !—Need I deſcribe him in theſe 
Characters to the Inhabitants of this 
City ? * You yourſelves remember how 
diſtinguiſhed were his Labours, how 
conſpicuous were his Merits in theſe im- 
portant Duties? The poorer Part of his 


Flock will long remember the tender 
Friend, 


Cork. 
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Friend, the liberal BenefaQor, and all SE 5 M. 
of them, without Exception, the atten- . 


tive Paſtor, they have loſt in him! 
Nay the whole City will ſeverely miſs 
the Man, who planned many, and who 
by his laborious Efforts directed to their 
true Ends, all the numerous public 
Charities of this humane and charita- 
ble Town! I fear indeed, the Labour 
and unremitted Toil he beſtowed on 
one of theſe public Charities, ' (that for 
enlarging deſerving Debtors) the ſevere 
Fatigue he underwent in perſonally 
compounding the Debts of the unfor- 
tunate Priſoners in both Goals, was 
another Circumſtance, which, added to 
his late domeſtic Misfortune, haſtened 
not a little the melancholy and deplored 
Event which hath now aſſembled us. 

I ſhould now in the laſt Place, men- 
tion his diſtinguiſhed Merit, his great 
Sincerity as a Friend—But on this too- 
delicate Subject I muſt ſuppreſs my 


Thoughts! Should I on this Subject in- 


dulge my Feelings to ſome perhaps, I 
ſhould 
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SERM. ſhould appear to ſay too much to thoſe 
— who knew him intimately--doubtleſs I 
ſhould ſeem to ſay too little—TI will 
only add—that though early from my 
Reſidence in this Dioceſe, I became ac- 
quainted with, and admired his public 
Character—I yet knew him as a Friend 
not many Years before he was unhappi- 
ly loſt to me and many others! Vet 
ſhort as was my Happineſs in this Re- 
ſpect, let me relieve a burſting Heart by 
thus publicly avowing, that ſince our 
Friendſhip commenced, I ever found him - + 
more than a Father ! | 
Such, my Brethren, was the Man whom 
the World has lately loſt, and whom we 
are now going to conſign to the common 
Parent of us all, our original Duſt ! 
Long may the Inhabitants of this City 
emulate his many Virtues, tread in his 
worthy Steps, and at length arrive at that 
happy Country of the Bleſt, where he now 
doubtleſs rejoices in the Mercies and 


gracious Acceptance of his Father and 
his God ! 


SE R- 
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SERMON „ 


The NzcessITy. of any a "the 
Lord's TABLE, and the Vanity of all Ex- 
cvusEs which are alleged by CHRISTIANs for 
Anrsence from the 2 dar the 
Loxp's SUPPER. 1 ,,,,., | 


ASS, * , 


-— * * — 


ST. Luxx, xiv. 16, 17, 18. B 


A certain Man made à great Supper, and 
bade many, and. ſent his, Servant, at. Sugo 
per Time to ſay to them that were hidden, 


Came, for all 7 bings are now, ready. And 


tbey all with, one Coent e to make 
18 'TLE) 
Excuſe. RN eee 10 


F EW whe. We envi vil thy 
ſmalleſt Attention thoſe: important Sub- 
jects, eternal Happineſs; or eternal Mi- 
ſery, the certain and inevitable Second- 
parts to Time and this World, fewrho 
have weighed in their Minds theſe awful 
Subjects, but have for the Moment, at 
leaſt, been ſtruck with their vaſt Import- 
ance! They have acknowledged that 
all other. Canſiderations balanced againſt 

* | them 


_ 


SERM. 


| 
| 
| 
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5 EN N them were lighter than Vanity itſelf! 


Vanity of all Excuſes alledged 


PE. But few, very few, alas! enter deeply 


into ſych Reflections, or proceed any 
Lepgth in ſuch a Contemplation of their 
deareſt. and maſt valuable Intereſts ! 
Struck with Horror at the Diſcovery of 
the Abyſs before them, they tremble at 


the dreadful Proſpect, and inſtantly diſ- 


miſs it from their terrified Imagination ! 
To a more convenient Seaſon they defer, 
with. trembling Felix, Subjects which fo 
powerfully arouſe: their Apprehenfions ! 
The'Generality of Men, when thus alarm- 
ed, calm their troubled Thoughts, by 
fondly prefuming that theſe important 
Conſequences to Time and human Life 


are placed before them at a great and a 
certain Diſtance | They raſhly hope they 


may without Danger, at leaſt in their 
Youth, provide for the Intereſts, nay even 
for the Pleaſures of Time and of this 
World; and, as they ſhall advance nearer 
to Eternity, they intend finally to cloſe 
their worldly Schemes, and enter betimes 
upon a more ſerious Preparation for ano- 
ther Life! An ungenerous and a moſt 

fooliſh 


for Abſence from the Sacrament ! 
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fooliſh Propoſal! Ungenerous ſurely to 8 ERM. 


offer unto God the miſerable Remains of 
a worldly Life, the debilitated Powers 
of doating old Age! And doubtleſs no 
leſs diſtinguiſhed is ſuch Conduct by the 
groſſeſt Folly ; for can Reaſon or: Pru- 
dence warrant the Reliance on ſuch a 
Contingency as long Life? From ſuch 
imprudent Conduct might we not fairly 
conclude, that the great Majority of Man- 
kind entirely miſtook the Words of the 
Pſalmiſt, where he defines the natural 
Term of human Life, and imagined that 
the Definition. given by him- of Man's 
uſual Exiſtence in this World contained 
an Aſſurance, that ſeventy or eighty 
; Years was not the poſſible, but the cer- 
tain, fixed, Duration of every earthly Pil- 
grimage, ſhorter than which no Accident, 
no Decree of Providence could reduce 
it! But ſince, my Brethren, ſeventy or 
eighty Years is not the ſhorteſt, but the 
longeſt, is not the fixed, but the poſſible 
Duration of human Life, ſince many, nay 


the great Majority of Men cloſe their 
earthly 


II. 
— 
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SERM. earthly Race long before they reach this 
. envied Goal; ſince alſo no one, even of 


thoſe whom Providence permits to ſee 
this utmoſt Period of human Exiſtence, 
can at any particular Ara of his Pilgrim- 
age poſſeſs any Certainty that he ſhall 
aſſuredly live to be well-ſtricken in 
Years; ſince, I ſay, the Expectation of 
a long Life is at beſt ill-founded, and 
extremely doubtful in any particular Per- 
ſon, ſurely then Reaſon muſt ſeverely 
condemn the leaſt Negligence in mortal 
Men in preparing for a future State 
And yet, what, I pray ye, but Negligence 
in preparing for this future State can 
make us ſo univerſally decline, as tis 
evident we do, the participating in that 
Heavenly Feaſt to which we are ſo fre- 
quently invited by. our Father and our 
God? What but this dangerous Procraſ- 
tination of our moſt ſerious Concerns can 
make us, as it were, with one general 
Conſent, when bid to the Supper af 
the Lord, begin to make Excuſes * 
our Abſence? 

But 


ment! And doubtleſs, my Friends, theſe 


for Abſence from the Sacrament ! 
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But wherefore, my Brethren, do ye SE RM. 


thus turn your Backs on the proffered Fa- 
vours of your God? Does then the Ear- 
neſtneſs with which your Saviour requeſts 
your Preſence diſguſt you? Does it alien- 


ate your Affections ? Aſk yourſelves, does 


Gratitude or Reaſon juſtify ſuch a Re- 


turn on your Part to infinite Goodneſs, 


ſuch ſullen Indifference to the Mercies 


ſtretched forth to your Acceptance, nay 


preſſed * 1 a n Sa- 


viour? 


I know when ye are pred to "Y Per- 


formance of this neceſſary Duty, a Duty 


to the diligent and pious Obſerver moſt 


truly its own Reward, ye uſually: urge 


in Excuſe of ſuch Neglect, the Unwor- 


thineſs of your Lives, your unprepared 
State of Mind, your total Unfitneſs to 


approach the Table of the living God! 
The Impiety and extreme Hazard of dar- 


ing to ſhare a Feaft prepared only for the 
pure, with carnal and unpurified Hearts, 


and unprovided with a Wedding Gar- 


are 


2 


II. 
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; ER M. are more than ſufficient Reaſons to cauſe, 
but. obſerve, they by no Means juſtify 
your Abſence from the Lord's Table 
Alas! - theſe Reaſons prove infinitely 
-more than we are aware of when we ad- 
vance them! Mark only the Conſe- 
quences of theſe Reaſons, nor reſt ſatis- 
fied with drawing but half the Concluſion 
which follows from ſuch Premiſes! Does 
then the Unworthineſs of your Lives, the 
-unprepared State of your Mind, doom 
you Strangers to this ſpiritual Food, this 
heavenly Manna ? Are ye unprepared to 
approach your Saviour at his earthly 
Table? How then are ye prepared if 
ſummoned to appear before his righteous 
Throne in Heaven? Are ye convinced ye 
are not worthy to celebrate the Memory 

of your Saviour's Death? And yet do ye 
dare to claim the Benefits of it? Do ye 
profanely think he died for the impeni- 
tent? Do ye dread the Reproaches of 
Conſcience if ye ſhould in your preſent 
State approach the Lord's Table! Are ye 
id, are ye convinced that Conſcience 
would 
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would challenge ſuch 8 in the SER M. 


Words of the Scripture, Friend, bow , 


cameſt thou in hither, not having a med. 
ding Garment ? And dare ye then ſtill 
live the ſame careleſs Life, ſubject to this 


dreadful Conviction ? How ſtand the 


Reaſons alleged by you for the Neglect 
of ſo poſitive a Duty. with the Thousbes 


of Death and Eternity, thoſe formidable 
Objects to unprepared Mortals? Objects, 


from which Impenitence and Guilt may 


well ſhrink back with Horror! Death i 
and Eternity! dreadful. Sounds! Death, 
through which we all muſt paſs! Eter- 


nity, towards which we all are travel- 


ling! Does your Guilt, do your preſent 
Lives baniſh you, even whilſt on Earth, 


from the. more immediate Converſe of 
your Saviour, and drive you like another 
Cain from the Preſence of the Lord? And' 
yet, ſhameful Inſenſi bility ! ſits this diſ- 


mal Baniſhment eaſy on you, and reſt ye 


ſatisfied to be thus prevented by your 
Sins? Live ye thus ſelf-proſcribed from 
the Mercies and Pardon of .your God, 

D yet 


* 
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E yet without Fear? And, do ye proceed 
— onwards to Eternity unprepared, yet un- 
diſmayed? Have ye then received a Leaſe 
of your mortal Bodies, that ye are thus 
careleſs in providing Neceſſaries for that 
State to which ye are hourly approaching 
nearer? A State, by ſome of ye perhaps 
to be experienced ere many Months, 
ere many Days elapſe ! Only look back 
to the Circle of your laſt Year's Friends 
and Acquaintances! Do ye find no un- 
welcome Chaſm, no broken Link in the 
once-pleaſing Chain of Intimacy and 
Friendſhip? Has Death, an unexpected 
Death, made no Inroads there ? Small in- 
deed is the Number of their Friends, or 
moſt ſingularly fortunate are they who 
do not recolle& ſuch a Loſs, who do not 
drop a Tear to the Memory of ſome un- 
timely departed F riend [ Untimely ? Yes; 
ſuch is the Force of Prejudice! we do 
call it untimely-departed, as if, contrary 
to all Experience, we imagined a certain 
Portion of Time was the lawful and inde- 
feaſible Birthright of Mortals ! 
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But 
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But have ye profited by the painful 5 of M. 
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Loſs? A continued Perſeverance in the Lyw 


ſame Neglect of Duty, proves how much 
caſier it is to awaken a tranſient Sen- 
ſibility, than effectually to arouſe our 


Prudence! Vet to prepare for and re- 


ceive the Lord's Supper, we all allow 
an, indiſpenſible Obligation on every 
Chfiſtian! And highly would the moſt 


Careleſs amongſt us reſent the being 


denied this honourable Appellation ! « But 


we, cry they who abſent themſelves from 


this neceſſary Duty, we cannot commu- 
nicate, for we are engaged in Buſineſs! 


What muſt be the Myſteries of that 
Employment which renders you unfit 


to receive? Surely, ye are ſtill more 


unfit to die ! © But we, cry they, can- 
not communicate, for Time is wanting 
for due Preparation! But wherefore is 


it wanting? Given you, chiefly for this 


very Purpoſe, dare ye apply it entirely 
to any other? But we, cry they, © have 
made but a few Flights o'er the Sweets 
of Life! We have but newly-diſplayed 
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Our 
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SERM. our infant Wings to the Rays of Plea- 

=. ſure ! We have but juſt ſipped the pear- 
ly Dew. which glitters on the Flowers 
of Life's pleaſing Morn! The Aged in- 
deed, whoſe Sports, whoſe Paſtimes are 
or ſhould be over, and whoſe active 
Dnties are already cloſed; the Valetudi- 
narian alſo, whoſe numerous Infirmi- 
ties are. become his daily Preachers— 
Such Men as theſe, who have neither 
Pleaſure to. hope for, a Fortune to make 
or improve! Such Men indeed have no 
Excuſe! Misjudging Inconſideration | 
Half-thinking Mortals! Has Youth or 
Strength a certain Exemption from Diſ- 
ſolution? Does Death hold the ſame. 
Language, and: juſtify ſuch Sentiments? 
Sweeps not his unſparing Scythe the 
newly-riſen Flower with the ſame Stroke 
which levels its withered” and elder 
Brethren. - The Buds, the Bloſſoms, the 
ripening, the ripened, and the more-than- 
matured Fruit, drop together from the 
Tree of Life, ſhaken by the n 
Breath of Providence! | 

_ Folly, 
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Folly, Preſumption and Inattention, SERM. 


if ye would confeſs the Truth, are the 


evident Cauſes which keep you back 
from commemorating the Paſſion of our 
Saviour! Folly! for moſt weak are all 
the Excuſes ye allege in your Defence, 
and fraught with their own Conviction! 
Preſumption ! for who can reckon with 
Certainty on another Hour of Life? 
Inattention alſo! for who can frequent- 


ly and attentively look forward to Eter- 


nity, and yet delay his Preparation for 

3-1 
But ſurely, ſince ye run ſuch amazing 
Hazards by this ſtrange Neglect of your 
Duty, the Pleaſure ariſing from this 
Neglect muſt bear ſome juſt Proportion 
to the Danger hazarded ! Thus indeed, 
in all worldly Concerns, does Prudence 
require! But alas, in Matters of ſtill 
higher Conſequence, Men ſcem entirely 
to forget the Dictates of Prudence and 
Caution l. They wantonly act the Pro- 
digal; and Reaſon is ſeldom ſeen to ex- 
ert her Prerogative in ſpiritual Concerns, 
though 
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SERM. though the moſt important of all the 
I. 

was Matters which ſhe was given to regulate | 
For let thoſe Perſons who thus neglect 

their Duty, only aſk their own Hearts, 
whether the Excuſes, which they allege 

in their Vindication of themſelves to 
others, do really ſatisfy their own Mind ? 

Do they, for Inſtance, effectually ſtifle the 
Voice of Conſcience? Gnaws not Re- 
morſe inwardly, ſecretly blaſting every 
Pleaſure purchaſed at ſo extravagant a 
Price as inward Peace and Self-approba- 

tion ? Buſineſs indeed, cloſe ſurrounded 

by buſy Care and cautious Circumſpec- 
tion—Avarice, contracting every roving 
Thought to one narrow Object, Accu- 
mulation—Giddy Pleaſure, ever claſping 

in its deceived Embrace a fleeting Phan- 
tom—Ambition, reſtleſs, inſatiate, impo- 

ſing on itſelf no leſs than others Theſe 
wretched Cauſes of the Neglect of hu- 

man Duties may indeed, for a while, ſup- 

preſs in the Sinner's Breaſt the inward 
Voice of warning Conſcience; they may 

at firſt ſilence her uſeful Admonitions; 

but 
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but the Claims of this truſty Guardian of SE K M. 
human Conduct, though not always pro- Be 


perly attended to, ſo as to reclaim Sin- 
ners from their Errors, or preſerve them 
from the fatal Miſtakes into which their 
unbridled Paſſions lead them, are yet, 
even by the greateſt Profligate, heard 
ſufficiently loud to wound his inward 
Peace, to blaſt his unlawful Pleaſures, 
and render him truly miſerable! Nay, 
even theſe very Cauſes of the Neglect 


of human Duty, in Defiance of the ut- 


moſt Caution, from their frequent attend- 
ing Diſappointments, turn Preachers at 
Times to unthinking Mortals! Thus, 
often, the Ingratitude of the World, un- 


expected Loſſes, the Want of Health, 


conſtant Diſappointment in the wild Pur- 
ſuit of Pleaſure, worldly Authority loſt 
and irrecoverable, remove at once from 
the Eyes of Sinners the Clouds of world- 
ly Darkneſs; and then the Madneſs 
of the Worldling's Choice appears evi- 
dent even to Guilt in the Miſery and 
Wretchedneſs in which at length all his 

vain 
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Vanity of all Excuſes alledged 


vain Purſuits have ended—And theſe 
cutting Diſappointments attending a 
blind Purſuit of earthly Objects, no At- 
tention, no Care, no Prudence, nor the 
greateſt Abilities of the Sinner can pre- 
vent ! In vain do temporal Matters and 
this lower World engroſs his Heart! 


In vain does he forget his Saviour and his 


| precious Death, flight the extended Mer- 


cies of Heaven, and thoughtleſs of Eter- 
nity cling ſolely. to this World; for no 
worldly Cunning, no Skill of his, can ar- 


- > reſt the Inſtability of human Poſſeſſions 


Nay, this very Negle& of his God, this 
lighting of his Favours, often produce 
ſuch Viſitations of the Deity ; for a to- 
tal Abſence from the Lord's Supper, 
muſt proyoke at laſt even the Long- 
ſuffering of God, — 

Beſides Though temporal Judgments 
ſhould not interrupt the guilty Pleaſures 
of the Sinner, and though, by an uncom- 
mon Fate, he ſhould continue for the 
Whole of a long and ſinful Life to fail 
along the deceitful Waves of this World 
with 


for Abſence from the Sacrament ! 


Neceſſity before him of at laſt quitting 
this World and all its Pleaſures, muſt 
unavoidably break in upon him with 
Anguiſh in its Train, and, preſenting 
Eternity to his View, muſt torture and 
alarm his guilty Mind ! External Cauſes 


- alſo, independent of his Controul, muft 


often interrupt his Enjoyment of tempo- 
ral Objects! Drops, for Inſtance, into 
the Grave, a ſingle Friend or Acquaint- 
ance of his? His Self-love muſt ſtart 
at the unwelcome Warning! Reigns at 
any Time a general Sickneſs around 
him ? Muſt not his Conſcience at ſuch a 
Seaſon, however hardened, look beyond 
the thin Curtain which ſeparates this 
World from the next? And are theſe 
the Pleaſures which entice unthinking 
Mortals from their Duty, and hide from 
their Eyes their true Intereſts ? Is this 


the Life from which Religion, Conſcience 
and the Preacher, find it ſo difficult a 


Taſk, to diſſuade impenitent Sinners? 
Yet 


with ever ſo proſperous a Gale, ſtill at SERM. 
Times, the Recollection of the certain wy 
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* Vet, thus doubtleſs muſt all the falſe 


wa Pleaſures and the buſy Cares of Life, 


which baniſh Religion and Recollection 


from the worldly Heart, when ſtripped 
of their thin Diſguiſe, and no longer pre- 
ſented by the Hand of Novelty 'to the 
Embraces of Inexperience, thus muſt 
they appear in the Hour of Danger and 
ſerious Recollection to the Eyes of diſ- 
paſſionate Reaſon 
Thus do the Worldly and the Sin- 
ner, wofully deceive themſelves in their 
falſe Calculation of the mighty Happi- 
neſs attending an immoderate Purſuit 
of worldly Objects, and even in the very 
Methods, which they purſue to obtain 
theſe vain Objects of their Deſire, they 
betray Ignorance and Folly ! They ar- 
dently wiſh for Riches, yet totally for- 
get God the only Giver of them ! They 
proſeſſedly ſeek for Pleaſure in every 
ſurrounding Object, and think to find 
it by purſuing deluſive Enjoyments, 
which ever dance before their Eyes, 
and lead them to repeated Diſappoint- 
ment ! 


; 
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ment! They earneſtly aſpire to be great SERM, 
and powerful in this World, and, to their = 
Sorrow, diſcover the Road which leads to 
theſe fancied Bleſſings to be cloſe beſet 
with Toil, Danger and Anxiety—Thus 
in their whole Lives the Sinner and the 
Worldly in vain pant after Happineſs, 
which from its very Nature cannot be 
found in the Paths which Sinners tread 
—For Happineſs in this World can be 
poſſeſſed by thoſe alone who are ſup- 
ported againſt the Inſtability of all world- 
ly Objects, by the Approbation of Con- 
ſcience, the Poſſeſſion of inward Peace, 
and a firm and ſteadfaſt Hope (founded 
on the Promiſes of God) of meeting a 0 
ſtill more perfect Happineſs in another 
and everlaſting World—But have theſe / 
deluded Men, who thus. toil in the 
Service of Sin, without finding either 
Reward or Pleaſure, and who thus de- 
cline the extended Mercies of their God, 
have they ever experienced the Delights 
of Virtue and Religion, which they 
madly ſeem to renounce? Do they 
know 
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18 NM. know to what pure, what ſolid Happi- 
—— neſs they have long been Strangers ? 
Words can but poorly repreſent the Fe- 


licity from which they have ſo long with- 


drawn themſelves, nay which they have 


hitherto looked upon as leading to Slavery 
and Wretchedneſs; but the following are 
a few of the many Advantages, which 
the Good, the Pious, they who have, from 
their Youth, enliſted themſelves in the 
Service of their God, which in Truth is 


perfect Freedom, enjoy even in this World 


of Grief. and Trial—Let the Worldly, 
the Sinner, who have toiled without Pro- 
fit in the hackneyed Ways of Sin, who 
have ſought with Eagerneſs, but have 
hitherto ſought in vain, for Happineſs, 
let them, wearied and diſguſted with the 
diſgraceful Chains of Vice, draw near a 
while to view a Portrait of the Happi- 
neſs, the Peace, the Comfort, which 
Men, originally weak as themſelves, ſub- 
jet to the like Paſſions and Frailneſs, 
have yet, by ſerving God, by a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of his Laws, eſpecially by a _ 
frequent 


& 
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frequent pious Celebration of their Savi- SE RM. 
our's Death, happily obtained from him 
who thus rewards, even in this World, 
thoſe who eſchew Wickedneſs, who 

love Mercy, and wall bumbly with their 

God ! 

To draw then this amiable Picture of 
Humanity, guided and faſhioned by the 
gracious Deity, who condeſcended to 

quit the Manſions of eternal Bliſs, thus 

to teach the wandering Sons of Men the 
Paths, which, even in this Life, conduct 

to Happineſs, and finally lead thoſe who 

tread in them to everlaſting. Felicity. 

The pious Chriſtian and the worthy 
Communicant, in the firſt Place, poſ- 
ſeſs then the unſpeakable Happineſs of 
enjoying the entire Command over all his 
Paſſions, thoſe Egyptian Taſk-maſters 
of the Worldly! No Slave to his Appe- 
tites, but their acknowledged Maſter, 
he yields Obedience alone to Reaſon, Re- 
ligion, and his God! The Whirlwind of 
Paſſion, the Inordinancy of Deſire, which 


Cw tear the Boſom of the worldly 
Man, 
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S ERM. Man, are happily unknown by him! 


Fo Dwelling far above their Influence, he 


hears the Tempeſt roar, he ſees the Light- 
ning dart beneath his Feet—In himſelf 


peaceful, tranquil, worldly Misfortunes 


and external Accidents in vain aſſault a 
Confidence like his, eſtabliſhed upon the 


| ſolid Baſe of Virtue and Religion! No 


gilded Temptation can allure, no threat- 
ening Danger can ſhake his ſteadfaſt Soul ! 
Alike he deſpiſes the Blandiſhments of the 
one, and the Threats of the other! On 
the contrary, all Changes in his worldly 
State are by him conſtantly converted 

into happy Opportunities of improving 
and perfecting his Virtue and Religion! 
Thus, for Inſtance, Loſs of Fortune he 
endeavours to repair, by labouring to 
abound in ſpiritual Riches! Loſs of 
Health, by endeavouring to cure the In- 
firmities of his Mind! Loſs of Friends, 
by embalming the Memory of their Vir- 
tues in a faithful Imitation! Loſs of 
worldly Intereſt, by ſecuring a more laſt- 
ing one, eternal in the Heavens! The 
Frowns 
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Frowns of. the World he forgets in the SE RM. 
Smiles of his Saviour ! The Malice of his 1 
Enemies, in the Love of his Redeemer ! 
The Wrongs done him by his Fellow- 
Creatures, in the undeſerved Mercies be- 
ſtowed upon him by his God ! The Slights 
of Men, in the ſweet Approbation of his 
own Conſcience ! Proſperity quickens his 
Gratitude to God, - enlarges his Powers 
of Beneficence, urges him earneſtly to 
endeavour, that his Light, thus placed in 

a more public Point of View, may ſo 
ſhine, that Men may ſee his good Works, 
and glorify his Father which is in Hea- 
ven! Adverſity quickens his Watchful- 
neſs, redoubles the Nicety of his Self- | 
Examination, makes him cling ſtill more 01 
cloſely to God and Religion, helps to ſpi- 
ritualize his Affections, and wean them 
effectually from all temporal Objects! 
Nay even Death itſelf, far from being 

to him, as it doubtleſs is to the Wicked, 


the King of Terrors, appears in his Eyes 
the Harbinger of Honour and Reward, 


the 


48 Vanity of all Excuſes alledged 


8 wy M. the friendly Pilot which offers to conduct 
wa him to Eternity and Happineſs ! 
Is this Character, even imperfectly as 

J have drawn it, an amiable Picture of 
human Nature? An enviable Character! 

I truſt even the Worldly and the Sinner 

will acknowledge it ſuch; will lament 

that it deſcribes a Situation very different 

from their own, which they have ever 

found attended by Anxiety, Toil, Miſery 

and Diſguſt! But, I fear, judging from 
themſelves only, they will pronounce it 
imaginary, and drawn more from a lively 

Fancy than real Life—And well indeed 

may this Character of the pious Chriſtian 

and faithful Communicant appear to the 
Worldling and the Sinner, to thoſe who 

have ever abſented themſelves from the 
Supper of the Lord, and therefore have 
deprived themſelves of thoſe extraordi- 

nary Helps to Improvement, which a due 
Preparation for this holy Feaſt beſtows, 

and which the Grace of God; conſequent 

to a worthy Celebration of it, perfects and 
completes; well, I ſay, may it appear to 

theſe 
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theſe, imaginary and the Creature of SER M. 


Fancy ! But let ſuch Men who conſtantly RE 


abſent themſelves from this important 
Office, conſider the high and juſt Noti- 
ons, which they themſelves entertain of 
that Preparation which is previouſly ne- 
ceſlary to a worthy Celebration of our 
Saviour's Death—A Preparation almoſt 
daily in the pious Chriſtian and worthy 
Communicant ! Let them therefore con- 
ſider the Subject which is ſo often con- 
templated by ſuch a Man in Public and 
at the Lord's Table! A Man who thus 
frequenthyſ#meditates on the dreadful Na- 
ture of Sin, which required ſo great a 
Sacrifice of Expiation as his Saviour's 
Life! A Man who ofteri repreſents to 
his delighted Imagination his Redeemer's 
bleſſed Steps on Earth ! A Man who thus, 
daily as it wete, hears the Angels uſher- 
ing in with Hymns of Praiſe the glad Tid- 
ings of Mercy and Salvation to Men! 
Who hears, with enraptured Ears, the 
bleſſed Sermon on the Mount; who per- 
teives, with the Eyes of Faith, the Blind 

E receive 
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EN M. receive their Sight, the Lame walk, the 
www Deaf hear, the Sick healed, and even 


the Dead raiſed up to Lite! Who liſtens 
with a well-diſpoſed Heart to that Goſ- 
pel once preached by God himſelf to the 
Poor in Spirit! Who ſees bis Maſter and 
his God, for his Sins and thoſe of the 
whole World, betrayed by one of his 
Diſciples, forſaken by the reſt, inſulted 
by his Enemies, nailed to the Croſs, re- 
viled by Malefactors, expiring in Agonies, 
committed to the Grave, yet riſing in 
Triumph the third Day, ang finally aſ- 
cending into thoſe Heavens which origi- 
nally contained him! A Man who per- 
petually hears, who ſees theſe Things, 
who reflects on their important Cauſes, 
viz. the Crimes of Man, the Hatred of 
God to Sin, his Love to Mortals, which 
yielded: up for their Sakes the precious 
Sacrifice of his Son's Life! Surely a Man 
who has his Attention and his Thoughts 
thus occupied, may well ſubdue his na- 
tural Infirmities, may well advance in 
Virtue and in Grace thus wonderfully 


aſſiſted 
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aſſiſted! To ſuch a Man, Nature and SERM: 


Grace lend every;Afſiftance—Faith ſure- 8 


ly cannot be a difficult Acquirement in 
him who thus ſees and hears his Savi- 
our! Hope cannot be wanting whilſt he 
beholds the great Captain of his Salva- 
tion ſubduing Sin and Death, and tri- 
-umphing over the Grave! Nor can Pa- 
tience, when he reads the Sufferings of 
his Saviour! Nor Charity to his Fellow- 
Creatures, when he reflects on that tran- 
ſcendent Love which died for them and 
him! Nor Temperance, when he recol- 
les that great Reward to which he is 
preſſing forward! Nor religious Joy, 
when he beholds Heaven once more the 
Birthright of Mankind! In a Word: 
what Virtue can be wanting in him, who 
thus perpetually fixes his Eyes on his 
ſpotleſs Saviour, and who wiſely reſolves 
to the beſt of his Power to imitate his 
holy Life! | 
To conclude—If then, my Brethren, 
as you have ſeen, there is no Excuſe, 


E 2 becauſe- 
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8 E RM. hecauſe doubtleſs there is no ſafe Ex- 
ll 

— aeuſe for abſenting ourſelves from the 
Table of the Lord! If ſuch Abſence is 
the Parent of Miſery and Wretchedneſs ! 
If, on the other Hand, a frequent Commu- 
nion is delightful to the Receiver, a Bleſ- 
ſing to the World in its Conſequences, the 
poſitive Command of God, a Debt due to 
the divine Love! And the real Intereſt 
of Man—If a frequent Communion is 
thus ftrongly recommended to us by ſo 
many powerful Arguments, let us then, 
F beſeech you, no longer unnaturally de- 
prive ourſelves of that heavenly Feaſt to 
which Love and Mercy cordially invite 
us! Expecting Salvation from the Son of 
God, let us embrace the Terms on which 
alone he beſtows it! Let us ſeriouſly re- 
ſolve henceforth to be conſtantly provid- 
ed with the Wedding Garment of ſpiri- 

tual Affections! Let us preſent our- 
ſelves, our Souls and Bodies, a perfect, 
an holy Sacrifice unto God, which is our 
reaſonable Service! Moſt undoubtedly 
a reaſon- 
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a reaſonable Service to that God who ori- 8 TRE 
ginally created us for Happineſs, who re 
deemed us again to Felicity, after we had 

raſhly and ungratefully thrown away his 

former Bounty, who in this World aſſiſts 

our imperfect Attempts to ſerve him with 

the Aid of his Holy Spirit, and who is pre- 

pared to reward our imperfect Obedience 

here, rendered acceptable in his Sight, 

by the precious Merits of Chriſt alone, 

with the inexpreſſible Joys of Heaven ! 
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CnrrsTIanivy vindicated from the 
groundleſs CHaRGEs brought {gun 
it by IN FID ELS! 


2 PETER, i. 16. 


We have not followed cunningly dev ifed 
Fables ! 


Wu EN we reflect on the humble 


State, the perſecuted Life, and the ig- 
nominious Death of the divine Author 
of Chriſtianity! When we call to Mind 
the original Weakneſs, and, in general, 
the utter Ignorance of its firſt Preachers! 
Their mean and deſpiſed Condition! 
When we recollect the Prejudice and 
Malice of the Jews, and the uplifted Arm 


of their civil Power againſt this novel 


Religion, whoſe modeſt and ſpiritual 
Doctrines 


Cbriſtianity vindicated, &c. 
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Doctrines overturned all their worldly 8E R NM. 


III. 


and ambitious Hopes! When we be 


hold the Bigotry and Iatereſts of the 
Heathen Prieſthood, its determined Ene- 
my, and the Ambition, Pride, and viti- 
ous Appetites of the whole Heathen 
World, its ſcornful Rejector! When 
we ſee this Hoſt of formidable Enemies 
ranged in dread Array againſt Chriſtiani- 
ty, and yet at the ſame Time behold this 
perſecuted and ſeemingly friendleſs Re- 
ligion, repelling all theſe mighty Ob- 
ſtacles, ſurmounting all theſe Difficul- 
ties, and finally triumphing over all 
its Enemies; ſurely we cannot help be- 
lieving its Origin to be divine, we can- 
not avoid acknowledging that we trace 
in its wonderful Hiſtory the Power and 
Interpoſition of Omnipotence itſelf ! Yet 
this is the very Religion which Infidelity, 
ever inconſiſtent in its Charges, has at- 
tacked on various and even oppoſite Pre- 
tences! Sometimes daring. to brand it as 
the ſubtle Scheme of Ambition ! Again, 
calling it the incoherent Dream of Su- 


perſtition, 
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SERM, perſtition, the Rhapſody of Enthuſiaſm, 


III. 


—ſtbe Child of Ignorance, nurſed by de- 


ceived and illiterate Teachers 

But Charges are eaſier brought, than 
properly ſupported ! Let us only calm- 
ly enquire into the real Pretenſions of 
Chriſtianity, and we ſhall ſoon be forced, 
in ſilent and humble Admiration of the 
Dignity, the Truth, the amiable Sim- 
plicity, the convincing Weight of thoſe 
unanſwerable Arguments with which ſhe 
ſupports her Claim to divine Authority, 
to pronounce Chriſtianity impoſſible to be 
rationally aſcribed to Ambition, Super- 
ſtition, Enthuſiaſm or Ignorance ! 

Ambition, it is true, has often laid 
violent Hands on facred Things, and a 
Command from the Deity has often been 


pleaded by human Cunning to advance 


Doctrines the moſt abhorrent from the 
Will of God! But when did Ambition 
ſo artfully hide her eaſily- diſtinguiſhed 
Features, as to eſcape the Detection of 
reſolute, able, and powerful Inveſtiga- 
tion ? Or when did Ambition, riſing into 

Action 
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Action and Fame from the Difficulties of 5 18 M. 


native Obſcurity, enliſt under her Ban- 
ners numerous Proſelytes to her Cauſe, 
but by wiſely holding forth to the Paſ- 
ſions of ſuch Proſelytes temporary Re- 
wards and worldly Advantages, or by 
open and ſucceſsful Violence, and the 
unanſwerable Arguments of ſuperior 
Force ? Thus indeed may we in the Hiſ- 
tory of the falſe Prophet of the Eaſt, diſ- 
cover Ambition artfully pleading in its 
Favour the Name of God, a falſe Re- 
ligion overturning the eſtabliſhed one 
of many Countries, and Force united to 
Art, ſucceſsfully eſtabliſhing itſelf in 
Power and Authority, after overcom- 
ing the moſt aſtoniſhing natural Ob- 
ſtacles to its rapid Progreſs ! But did it 
not, like all other Ambition, plainly be- 
tray its Nature and real Diſpoſition, did 
it not prudently and artfully addreſs the 
Senſes of Men, and wiſely flatter their 
natural Paſſions and Appetites ? Was not 
this falſe Religion wiſely preached at 
the Head of Armies? Was it not 
15 power- 
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powerfully delivered by Apoſtles clad in 
Steel ? 
When therefore Chriſtianity is chal- 


lenged by Infidels as a Fable invented ta 


ſerve ambitious Purpoſes, ſhould not 
theſe Adverſaries, deducing their Proofs 
from authentic Hiſtory, evidently ſhew 
us, in the Lives and Actions of the firſt 
Preachers of Chriſtianity, and in the 
Doctrines and Tenets originally delivered 
by this Religion in its firſt infant State, 
evident Proofs of that worldly Ambi- 
tion which according to them firſt call- 
ed it into Exiſtence, and attempted to 
eſtabliſh it in the World. — Should they 
not from. Authors cotemporary with its 
firſt Appearance, ſhew us how it exalted 
its firſt Proſelytes and Preachers from 
humble Fiſhermen to powerful Princes, 
removed them from Poverty to Riches, 
from Contempt to univerſal Admiration, 
from Sufferings to Eaſe and Happineſs, 
from the loweſt Obſcurity to Fame and 
Honours—Or at leaſt, ſhonld they not 
ſhew us, that though Chriſtianity indeed, 

In 
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in its firſt Entrance on the public Stage, 8 ER M. 
failed from ſome unavoidable and un- — 


foreſeen Accidents to produce theſe great 
Events, yet that, humanly ſpeaking, it 
was admirably contrived by its Doc- 
trines to have produced them ! Could 
they, indeed, advance ſuch ſolid Ob- 
jections as theſe; could they ſnew us the 
firſt Chriſtians dignified with worldly 
Authority and human Power, poſſeſſed 
of honourable Diſtinctions in this Life, 
commanding Armies, crowned with Dia- 
dems and wielding Sceptres—or could 
they even point out in the ſimple but 
pure Religion, which they openly pre 
ed, the leaſt Appearance of worldly Art, 
the ſmalleſt Intermixture of human Wif- 
dom, the moſt indirect Encouragement 
of worldly Ambition, any oblique Com- 
mendation of the World or its Concerns, 
then, indeed, might they proudly triumph 
in the great Diſcovery.—But the Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times, though written indeed 
by the confeſt Enemies of both the firſt 
Chriſtians and Chriftianity, advances no 
ſuch 
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8 a — M. ſuch diſhonourable Charge againſt the Cre- 
— dit of either Both then are honourably 


acquitted even by the Teſtimony of Ene- 
mies, for ſuch the Jews and Romans 


muſt be allowed to have been to the firſt 


Chriſtians and their Religion. 

If we likewiſe conſult the firſt and 
early Writers amongſt Chriſtians, name- 
ly the Diſciples and Apoſtles immediate- 
ly choſen by our Saviour, very diffe- 
rently do they deſcribe the Life and Ac- 


tions of the divine Author of Chriſtiani- 


ty, thoſe of the firſt Chriſtians, and the 
Nature and Tendency of the Chriſtian 
Religion—Darkneſs and Light cannot be 
more _ oppoſite than Ambition and the 
primitive Chriſtians and their Religion, 
as drawn by the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
from whoſe Writings alone uncorrupted 
Chriſtianity in the reformed Churches 
derives every Tenet of their Faith and 
Religion—There, from attentive Peruſal, 
we find that the divine Author of Chriſ- 
tianity, though the Son of God, was born 


jato this World, lived in it, and was 


educated 
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educated in the very loweſt Obſcurity, 8 ER N.. 


III. 


was early, contentedly, and conſtantly ex-= 


poſed to Want, to Perſecution ! Was 
utterly deſpiſed by the Worldly and 
Great Was followed by the Poor and 
Illiterate only Was driven, whilſt he 
lived, from City to City—At once hated 
- and purſued with Malice by the Pha- 
riſces, the Scribes, the Chief-prieſt, the 
Roman Governor, and all the higher 
Powers of Judea, his native Country, 
and at laſt, according to his own divine 
Prediction, he fell an innocent but un- 


pitied Sacrifice to the implacable Malice 


and Reſentment of theſe his conſtant 
Enemies and Perſecutors! And nothing 
better, we are informed by the ſame 
Writers, was the Fate of his immediate 
Followers! From the Hiſtory of one 
of them, judge the Situation of the Reſt ! 
Thus does St: Paul deſertbe his own 
worldly Lot ! Troubled, perplexed, per- 
fecuted, caſt down, living in Afflictions, 
in Diſtreſs ! Acquainted with Stripes, Im- 
priſonments, Tumults, Labours, Watch- 


ings, 
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Chriſtianity vindicated 


ings, Faſtings ! Of the Jews, five Times 
he received forty Stripes, ſave one 
Thrice was he beaten with Rods! Once 
was he ſtoned ! Thrice he ſuffered Ship- 
wreck! A Night and a Day was he 


toſſed in the Deep! Often was he em- 


ployed in fatiguing journeys, often was 
he expoſed to Perils in the Wilderneſs, 
to Perils in the City, to Perils among the 
Heathen, to Perils among falſe Brethren, 
to Perils of Waters, to Perils of Robbers, 
to Wearineſs and Painfulneſs, to Hun- 
ger, Cold and Nakedneſs !—Theſe then 
were the Rewards, theſe the Honours, 
which crowned that Ambition attributed 
by Infidels to the firſt Chriſtians ! Surely 
if their Views were confined to this 
World alone, they were not only, as they 
themſelves allowed on this Suppoſition, 
the moſt miſerable, but alſo the moſt 
fooliſh of Mankind—If, therefore, Ambi- 
tion prompted the Actions of the firſt 


' Chriſtians, it ſurely muſt have been a 


very different Paſſion from that to which 


we uſvally give this Appellation ! It muſt 
ha ve 
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have been a ſpiritual Ambition to be the 8 1 M. 


firſt in the Kingdom of God, and to gain A. 


an everlaſting Reward in the Heavens! 
But if the Hiſtory of the Lives and 
Sufferings of the firſt Chriſtians refutes 
the ill- grounded Charge of Ambition hav- 
ing actuated their Conduct, ſtill more 
clearly does the Religion preached by them 
appear uninfluenced in the remoteſt De- 
gree by this Paſſion! For how very op- 
poſite is the vital Spirit of Chriſtianity in 
its original Purity to every the moſt diſ- 
tant View of worldly Ambition? What 
Hopes of worldly Greatneſs does Chriſtia- 


nity naturally tend to inſpire in the Hearts 


of its ſincere Votaries? Chriſtianity! 
which in all its Tenets, in every Pre- 
cept, tends ſtrictly to mortify all the Ap- 
petites and Paſſions; nor amidſt all its 
amiable Severities, has it ſhewn leſs In- 
dulgence to any Paffion than Self-love 
and Eſteem, the very Source of all Am- 
bition ? Chriſtianity ! which repreTents the 
Service of God and Mammon as utterly 

incom- 
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* incompatible. Chriſtianity ! which teaches 


EL that even the moſt laudable Actions loſe 


all their Merit in the Sight of God, if 
performed with a View to human Ap- 
plauſe or worldly Rewards. Chriſtianity! 
which exhorts its Diſciples to an entire 
Renunciation of the World, in the moſt 
forcible Expreſſions, and by the ſtrongeſt 
Figures. Chriſtianity ! which affirms, 
that he who loveth Father or Mother, 
Son or Daughter, nay his own Life, bet- 
ter than his Saviour, is not worthy of 
him, and cannot be his Diſciple. Chriſt- 
ianity ! which even at its firſt Promulga- 
tion in the Predictions of its divine Au- 


thor, foretold the Sufferings, Humiliati- 
ons, and Martyrdoms of its firſt ſimple 


and guileleſs Preachers, who were but by 
Length of Time, and an entire Forfeiture 
of all worldly Hopes, to eſtabliſh its di- 
vine Truths againſt the oppoſing Spirit of 
every oppolite Intereſt of this World! 
And is then a Religion which recommends 
ſuch uncommon Diſintereſtedneſs, ſuch 


Purity of Morals to thoſe who ſincerely 
embrace 
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embrace it, is ſuch a Religion juſtly ac- 8 ERM. 

cuſed of forcing its Way into the World, 3 4 
by favouring ambitious and worldly 
Views? How does Chriſtianity in the 
leaſt favour ſuch Views? Let us only aſk 
in what Age was it preached, to whom 
was it offered by its firſt Preachers? It was 
preached in an Age in which every un- 
natural Luſt freely prevailed, every Cor- 
ruption of the human Heart triumphed, 
and it was offered to Men in general de- 
bauched, unprincipled, corrupted by 
Luxury, Eaſe, and a long Continuance 
of Succeſs and worldly Proſperity : And 
could a Religion which thus boldly ven- 
tured in ſuch an Age to oppoſe, by the 
Purity of its Morals, the Corruption of an 
whole World, be juſtly ſaid to favour the 
worldly Wiſhes of its Votaries ! Doubt- 
leſs it was a Religion, which, in the Age 
and Generation, ſo groſsly corrupt, in 
which it was firſt delivered, could little 
hope to attract the Attention, or flatter 
the Paſſions of Men who were in the leaſt 
wedded to this World, ſtill leſs ſurely 
F could 
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SERM. could it expect a favourable Reception 
wa from the Aſpiring and Ambitious ! 


But if it is evident that Ambition could . 
neither have dictated the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, nor yet have influenced the Actions 
of the firſt Chriſtians, it is ſtill more 
plain that the Conduct of theſe Men can- 
not rationally be aſcribed to Superſtition 
or Enthuſiaſm ! For in their Actions we 


cannot trace either the Gloom of the for- 


mer, or the falſe Fire of the latter! We 
find the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians ſtead- 
faſt in the Cauſe of Virtue, but neither 
poſſeſſed with the groundleſs Fears, the 
ridiculous Scruples of Superſtition, nor 
through the Warmth of Enthuſiaſm ex- 
tending the Duties of Religion beyond 
the Abilities of human Nature aſſiſted by 
Grace! We find them calm, gentle, ra- 
tional, ever appealing in any diſputed 


Matter to Reaſon and the human Under- 
ſtanding ! mixing in ſocial Life, and ſeek- 
ing in its various Scenes fit Opportunities 
for converting and improving Mankind ! 


Now very differently coloured are all the 
Actions 
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Actions of Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm ! SE RM. 
Superſtition, for Inſtance, is ſullen, ſilent, wy— 
melancholy ; but the Apoſtles and firſt 
Chriſtians appear to have been open, com- 
municative, and, though never diſtin- 
guiſhed by Mirth, yet, on all proper Oc- 
caſions, animated with becoming Chear- 
fulneſs ! On the other Hand, Enthuſiaſm 
is poſitive, haughty, overbearing, dicta- 
torial ! But the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſti- 
ans were remarkably mild, courteous, 
gentle, and inſinuating in their Addreſs! 
Thus, when at the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they found themſelves poſſeſſed 
of the moſt honourable Gifts, they were 
neither filled with unbecoming Tranſport, 
or ſwoln with ſpiritual Pride, but mildly 
anſwered the Objections of Unbelievers, 
who uncandidly accounted for theſe mi- 
raculous Appearances! Thus, alſo, on 
the Occaſion of their curing the lame 
Man, they, with their uſual Judgment, 
directed the Wonder of the People to its 
proper Object, and rendered the Charity 
they had ſhewn the Cripple the happy In- 
F 2 ſtrument 
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SERM, ſtrament of converting Numbers! Thus 


III. 


—— alſo, they condeſcended to explain to the 


jealous Jews the Reaſon of their preach- 
ing to Strangers, and ſuceinctly informed 
them of the Manner in which the Gen- 
tiles alſo had been called to the Goſpel ! 
Thus alſo in the Diſpute between the 
Jews and the Gentiles relative to the 


Law of Moſes, did they ſhew the moſt 


admirable Diſcretion, bearing with the 
Infirmities of both Parties, and weaning 


them from their different Prejudices ? 


But ſtill more clearly does the Reli- 
gion of the firſt Chriſtians appear to 
have been untainted either with Super- 
ſtition or Enthuſitaſm— Whoever candid- 
ly examines Chriſtianity, will perceive 
one ſtriking Characteriſtic belonging to 
it, which fully refutes the Charge, name- 
ly the great Weight which Chriſtianity 


lays on the active and ſocial Duties of 


human Life—When the Apoftle, for In- 
tance, compares the Nature of Faith, 


Hope and Charity, he wiſely prefers the 


laſt, as more excellent in its Nature, 


more 
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more laſting in Duration! More ex- SERM. 
cellent in its Nature, as Faith and . 
Hope believe and expect for themſelves 
only, Charity or Love, embraces in its 
Affections our God and our Neigh- 
bour! More laſting in its Duration, 
as when Time ſhall ceaſe, fo alſo ſhall 
Faith and Hope, Evidence and Poſ- 
ſeſſion deſtroying them both, but Chari- 
ty ſhall live in Heaven, and brighten 
together with Eternity! So alſo in the 
Deſcription which Chriſtianity gives of 
the final Judgment; we may perceive, 
that neither Superſtition or Enthuſiaſm 
have lent the Pencil, which paints the 
Scene ! For we find the chief Enquiry 
there, not how lively was our Faith, 
how ſtrong our Hope, but how unlimit- 
ed and univerſal our Benevolence ! A 
juſt Diſtinction! Since if Superſtition or 
Enthuſiaſm whiſper Peace, Faith and 
Hope may poſſibly exiſt in us without 
Charity, but real Charity will ever beget 
a rational Faith, and a well-grounded 

| Hope, 
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8 LY. M. Hope, ſince Charity can have no Reaſon 


Wy to tremble at the Revelations of the 


firſt, and has not diſqualified herſelf to 
enjoy the Promiſes of the other. 

Now had Superſtition or Enthuſiaſim 
planned the Chriſtian Religion, very dif- 
ferently would they have diſtinguiſhed 
its principal Duties ! If Superſtition, for 
Inſtance, had been the Legiſlator of the 
Chriſtian Code, very different would have 
been the Order, the Number, and the 
Nature of its Laws! Ever placing the 
greateſt Confidence in 'Trifles, ſhe would 
have encumbered Chriſtianity with nu- 


merous Forms, Ceremonies, and bodily 


Geſtures, ridiculous Trifles, in which the 
Religion of the firſt Chriſtians was at 
leaſt as barren as that of the preſent re- 
formed Churches If Superſtition alſo 
had dictated our Religion, it would have 
repreſented the Deity as capricious, 
haughty, cruel, tyrannical, alternately 
pleaſed with, and incenſed at Trifles ! 
In a Word, its Picture of the Deity 
would have been illiberal and unworthy 


of . 
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of the divine Nature, and its Morality s E R M. 
would have been extremely defective ! 1 
And on the other Hand, had Enthu- 
ſiaſm moulded our Faith, then it would 
ha ve recommended Flights of Devotion 
above the Powers of human Nature ! It 
would in Compariſon have neglected the 
Duties of the ſecond Table, and have 
dwelt more largely on{thoſe of the firſt ! 
It would- have extolled Faith, and de- 
preſſed the Value and Neceſſity of good 
Works ! It would have recommended a 
ſequeſtered Life in Preference to a more 
active and ſocial one! In ſhort, it 
would have preſcribed very imperfectly 
for human ConduR, and, forgetful of 
Man's true Situation in this World, 
which is ſocial and dependent on his Fel- 
lows, it would have conſidered him as a 
Being purely ſpiritual, ſolitary, and to- 
tally unconnected with his Brethren ! 

0 Now, Chriſtianity diſcovers none of 
theſe Imperfections which are inſepara- 
ble from Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm 
Chriſtianity, on the contrary, preſerves 
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SERM. an equal Balance between the ſeveral 


III. 


 Chriftianity vindicated. 


— Attributes of the Deity! It neither in- 


jures his Juſtice, his Mercy or his Pu— 
rity—lIf it repreſents his Purity as aw- 
ful, his Juſtice as rigorouſly demand- 
ing the Puniſhment of Sin, how exalted 
at the ſame Time does it ſhew his Mer- 
cy, which yielded up the Life of his only 
Son to appeaſe offended Purity, and ſa- 
tisfy Almighty Juſtice. How majeſtic 
is the Deſcription which it gives of God? 
How pure, how heavenly the Service it 
requires Man to pay the Deity ? A Ser- 
vice becoming, I will not ſay rational 
Creatures, but even Angels to render 
unto God !—the Offering of the Aﬀec- 
tions and the Heart! What Love and 
Harmony does it breathe in all its Com- 
mands relative to the ſocial Duties ; how 
clear and expreſs are all its Promiſes ? 
How pure and ſpiritual in their Na- 
ture? And how very honourable are 


all the Motives, with which it pro- 


poſes to influence human Conduct! 
And who but the Deity himſelf could 


have 
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have dared to promiſe the ſupernatural 8 * M. 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of God him- — 


ſelf, with which Chriſtianity gracioufly 
promiſes to aſſiſt human Weakneſs, in 
all its otherwiſe unequal Conflicts with 
the perilous Hazards, to which in this 
Life it is continually expoſed ! 

The laſt Objection, which Infidels al- 
lege againſt the Truth of Chriſtianity, is 
the Ignorance of its firſt Preachers! But 
the very Objection is the ſtrongeſt Proof 
of the undoubted Truth of Chriſtianity ! 
For if, (as undeniably they were) if the 
Diſciples and firſt Chriſtians were utterly 
unacquainted with human Learning; if 
they were neither tutored in the caſuiſti- 
cal School of the Jews, nor tinctured with 
the Learning and Philoſophy of the 
Greeks and Romans; if they were thus 
totally uneducated and illiterate, whence 
comes it, (unleſs their Doctrine was real- 
ly the divine Revelation !) whence comes 
it, that the Religion preached by theſe un- 
inſtructed and ignorant Men, is ſo per- 


te, ſo pure in its Morality, fo juſt, ſo . 


majeſtic 
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SERM majeſtic in its Deſariptions of God, ſo 
wa Clear in its Arguments, ſo ſublime in its 


Doctrines, ſo ſpiritual in its Promiſes, 
and ſo excellently calculated (if but uni- 
verſally obſerved!) to introduce and ſe- 
cure, even on Earth, human Happineſs ? 
Nay, though ignorant indeed to an Ex- 
treme, yet we alſo find theſe Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians in the ſame Degree 
candid and ſincere! For we find they 
enliſted themſelves at firſt under the 
Conduct of our Saviour, influenced by ve- 
ry different Hopes and Expectations from 
thoſe which finally influenced them in 
their Preaching of the Goſpel! In their 
firſt Entrance into the Service of Chriſt, 
they expected worldly Honours, tempo- 
ral Advantages.— At that Time they 
looked upon our Saviour as a temporal 


Prince, born to reign in Glory upon the 


Earth, and thought themſelves happy to 
be the firſt of all his Countrymen who 
recognized his Title! We find theſe No- 


tions in the Beginning ſtrongly rivetted in 


their Hearts! Every Thing indeed con- 
ſpired 
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ſpired to produce and ſtrengthen them ! 5 TOAD 
The figurative Deſcriptions of their Maſ- 


ter delivered by the Prophets! The 
literal Interpretation of theſe Prophecies 
ever inſiſted on by the Jewiſh Scribes and 
Rulers! The general Opinion at that 
Time of the whole World, that ſome 
mighty Prince and Conqueror was to ariſe 
in thoſe Days! The aſtoniſhing Miracles 
they ſaw their Maſter perform, all Na- 
ture appearing ſubjet to his Command, 
and his own Will alone wanting to re- 
alize theſe fond Pictures of their Imagi- 
nations! - Vet, after all, after they had 
ſeen all theſe flattering Expectations, 
which they had ſo long fondly cheriſhed 
in their Boſoms, at once deſtroyed by the 
Death and Burial of their Maſter; and 
though indeed they renewed theſe world- 
ly Hopes when they diſcovered his Power 
in his Reſurrection, that he was able to 
triumph over Death and the Grave; yet, 
when he for ever ſilenced their anxious 
Enquiries on this Subject by informing 


them, his Kingdom was not of this 
World, 
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SERM. World, and by minutely laying before 
ww them the Fate they ſhould experience in 
this World, if they embraced his Religion, 
though their feelings were ſeverely tried 
by this Information, ſtill the Truth of 
his Doctrine, the Energy of his Precepts, 
the Force of his Arguments, the indiſ- 
putable Evidence of his Divinity, over- 
come all theſe their former natural Pre- 
judices againſt the unwelcome Change 
which now overtook them, and, thus 
convinced, they chearfully and piouſly 
ſubmitted to look for future, where they 
had expected preſent Rewards! They 
were contented to ſerve a ſpiritual, where 1 
they had hoped for a temporal Maſter ! | 
They were willing to exchange Honour 
for Shame, Glory for Reproach, Power 1 
for Weakneſs, Proſperity for Perſecu- 1 
tion, and worldly Crowns for Chains, | 
Impriſonment and Death! And what is Fe 
very remarkable, we find this Change 
gradually and rationally effected! For 
even after the Reſurrection of our Savi- 
our, they had many Doubts, and but 

very 
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yield to the Force of divine Truth! 
But, if after all, the Adverſaries of 
Chriſtianity inſiſt, that at the firſt Promul- 
gation of the Goſpel, its Proofs ſhould 
have been ſo very clear and inconteſta- 
ble, as to have extorted in its favour the 
voluntary Confeffion of its Truth from 
Learning, Genius, and the acuteſt Un- 
derſtanding; even this moſt undoubted 
Suffrage of Learning, Genius, and Un- 
derſtanding, can be produced in Favour 
of the Goſpel. Let thoſe who inſiſt on 
Chriſtianity producing this undeniable 
Teſtimony, only attentively read the re- 
markable Converſion of St. Paul! And 
beyond all Controverſy, there cannot be 
an Example more appoſite than the Con- 
verſion of St. Paul to this laſt diſputed 
Point, namely, whether Men of Senſe, 
Learning and Genius, in the early Days 
of Chriſtianity, would have been ſatis- 
fied with the Proofs which the firſt 
Preachers of it produced ! For St. Paul 
was educated in all the Learning of the 
Times 
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SERM. Times in which he lived !—He was bleſt 


III. 


Vith aſtoniſhing Abilities, and the cleareſt 


Diſcernment! He is acknowledged, even 
by an excellent Heathen Judge, the firſt 
of Orators and the cloſeſt of Arguers! 
Add to this, he was originally violently 
prejudiced againſt, and even a Perſecu- 
tor of Chriſtianity What then muſt 
have been the .Self-evidence of that Re- 
ligion, which Learning, Genius and Abi- 
lities, like his, acknowledged to be true 
and earneſtly embraced, after having ex- 
amined into its Pretenſions, after having 
examined them attentively, narrowly ; 
nay, after having examined this Religion 
with an earneſt Deſire to find it falſe, 
ſince he, the Examiner, was prejudiced 
againſt the Cauſe which he examined ! 
If after all it muſt indeed be confeſt, 
that there are profound Myſteries in 


Chriſtianity as delivered in the Goſpel, 


ſtill they muſt be allowed to be myſte- 
ries, which do not in the leaſt contradict 
our Senſes, or our Reaſon—They are 
Myſteries relative to Objects which Rea- 
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ſon in this Life, at leaſt, never can per- s ERM. 


fectly comprehend, and therefore con- 
cerning which. ſhe can never draw any 
concluſive Inference ! If Chriſtianity, 
alſo, leans on the Teſtimony of Mira- 
cles performed at his firſt Promulgation, 
theſe Miracles, we may yet obſerve, 
were publicly performed, were invidiouſly 
watched with a jealous Eye, and their 
Fallacy never yet was proved! eſpecial- 
ly the Fallacy of the moſt important 
Miracle on which Chriſtianity depends, 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt ; the Jewiſh 
Account of which (all Circumſtances 
conſidered !) is the ſtrongeſt Proof of its 
Truth !—The Cauſe alſo, to promote 
which theſe Miracles were wrought, was 
every Way worthy the Interpoſition of 


the Deity? What, indeed, could more 


powerfully call upon the gracious Inter- 
terence of Omnipotence, than that Diſ- 
treſs which in the Fulneſs of Time, 
moved the Son of God a while to for- 
ſake his eternal Abode, and ſuccour on 


Earth, the otherwiſe irremediable Miſery 
| of 


III. 
2 
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S ERM. of his wretched Creatures? Surely, ra- 


III 


ſtioonal Beings loſt in Sin and Darkneſs, 


of themſelves incapable to diſcern their 
Miſery and Blindneſs, or even clearly 
diſcerning their wretched State, yet of 


themſelves unable to eſcape from ſuch 


Miſery ! Surely, my Brethren, this was 
an Occaſion highly worthy of the gra- 
cious Interpoſition of God commiſerating 
ſuch complicated Wretchedneſs! The 
gracious Son of God came, therefore, 
from Heaven on the Wings of Love and 
Mercy! He moved here on Earth, 
though humble indeed in outward Ap- 
pearance, attended by Power, Wiſdom 
and Benevolence !-—He reconciled in the 
Deity, by the inconceivable Sacrifice of 
himſelf, offended Juſtice and ſtruggling 
Mercy—He reconciled in weak and guilty 
Man, by the gracious Attribution of his 
tranſcendent Merits to the Imperfection 
of human Obedience, human Weakneſs, 
and that Perfection, which is required by 
the Deity in Human Duty! Duty, now 
rendered perfect, when flowing from 

a willing 
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a willing Mind, and humble Heart, it is SER M. 
preſented by the Hands of an everlaſting 


Redeemer to the Acceptance of a graci- 
ous Father! As he preached on Earth, 
Darkneſs vaniſhed, Light ſhined! And 


where he trod, Righteouſneſs and Peace, 


in the beautiful Language of the Scrip- 


ture, ſeemed to kiſs each other! In fine, 
he planted amongſt Mortals a Religion 
every Way worthy of himfelf, and highly 
beneficial to Man! A Religion, I grant, 
atteſted, as to its Fruth, more ſtrongly to 
the firſt Chriſtians than to us! But even 


in theſe latter Days ſufficiently atteſted ! - 


Since it is a Religion, as you plain- 
ly ſee, atteſted as ſtrongly in theſe Days, 


as Circumſtances, far diſtant both in Time 


and Place, naturally admit! Since alſo, 
it is a Religion moſt indiſputably free 
from the leaſt human Art or Deſign! 
Above all, ſince it is a Religion, in its 
Nature ſuch as human Imagination of 
itſelf unaſſiſted never could have por- 
trayed ! 
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III. 
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Chriſtianity vindicated, Fc. 


If therefore, my Brethren, in embra- 
cing Chriſtianity, we are convinced with 
the Apoſtle, that we have not followed 
cunningly deviſed Fables; let us em- 
brace it heartily, and with the Affections; 
not with the outward Lips alone, and 
merely in Theory! For then, it were bet- 
ter for us, . it never had been revealed, 
and we never had believed! But let us 
embrace it in our Practice, in our Lives, 
in all our Actions; for then, be aſſured, 
we ſhall be Happy here and hereafter ! 


S E R- 


— _ _—_— nn 3 


( 83 ) 


SERMON IV. 


The PrRoenecies of the this TESTA- 


' MENT relative to the Mess1an, 


and thoſe delivered by the divine 


- AuTHoR of CHRISTIANITY whilſt on 
EaRTH, evidently and undeniably 
fulfilled in Jesus CHRTST, and in the 
EvenTs ſubſequent to his ResvuR- 
RECTION, 3 


GALATIANS, iv. 4, 


When the Fulneſs gf Time was come, God 


ent forth his Son | 


Wu the Saviour of Mankind, from 
the Beginning of the World, determin- 
ed to appear at the particular Time in 
which he did, in Preference to any other! 
Why he decreed that the Jewiſh Nation 
and their Country, above all other Na- 
5 Ga tions 
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SER. M. tions and Countries, ſhould be honoured 
wyw With his Birth, Life, Sufferings, Death, 
Burial and Reſurrection, are Enquiries 
neither unpleafant nor perhaps un- 
profitable, and which not unnaturally 
ariſe from the Words we are proceeding 
now to conſider | 
But as it is a ſtill more important En- 
quiry to the Truth of Chriſtianity, to in- 
veſtigate the Grounds and Certainty of 
thoſe Facts, induced by which the firſt 
Chriſtians acquieſced in the firm Belief, 
that our Saviour was indeed the great Meſ- 
ſiah, in whom the antecedent Prophecies 
of many Ages and different inſpired 
Writers conſpired, and were accurately 
accompliſhed ! I ſhall therefore, at pre- 
ſent, in conſidering theſe Words, exa- 
mine with my beſt Care and Diſcern- 
ment, what particular Harmony and 
Agreement ſubſiſt between the ſeveral 
Prophecies of the old Teſtament, relative 
to a future Saviour of Mankind, and the 
Birth, Life, Goſpel, Paſſion, Death, Bu- 
rial, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Fulfilled in Chriſt. 


Chriſt, that thus we may judge, whether 
the Apoſtle rationally and on due Grounds 
aſſerted, that in the Fulneſs of Time 
God ſent forth his Son into this World? 
Now, if on ſuch a diligent Enquiry, 
there ſhall appear to ſubſiſt, between 
theſe ſeveral Prophecies, and the Hiſtory 
of our Saviour, the moſt perfect and ac- 


cording Harmony | If every Particular, 


if every diſtinct Prophecy relative to that 
moſt diſtinguiſhed and amiable Perſon- 
age, if even thoſe ſeemingly very different 
Deſcriptions of the Meſſiah, given by 
the reſpective Prophets, and ſome of 
which indeed appear, on the firſt or a 
{light Peruſal, to contradict one another, 
if all theſe ſhall yet be found on impar- 
tial Enquiry, to have been literally ac- 
compliſhed in the Perſon of our Saviour, 
then may we fairly conclude, that the 
Chriſtian Faith is not vain, that God 
did really at the predicted Time ſend 
his bleſſed Son into the World, and 


that Jeſus Chriſt was truly this Son of 
God! | 


In 
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In the firſt Place then, with reſpect to 


Way the particular Time in which this mighty 


Saviour of Mankind was to ariſe upon 
benighted Mortals, the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs with Healing in his Wings, three 
moſt remarkable Particulars are fixed 
upon by the Prophets, as diſtinguiſhing 


this fortunate Period of Time for Man ! 


Namely, that he ſhould appeat when 
Royal Authority ſhould be entirely ex- 


tinguiſhed among the Jews! When 
Peace ſhould have embraced the whole 


World in its foſtering Arms! And when 
moral Darkneſs and a general Depravity 
of Manners ſhould particularly diſtin- 


guiſh Mankind! The firſt of theſe Cir- 
cumſtances is thus predicted by the Pa- 


triarch Jacob, in the Bleſſings he beſtow- 
ed on his Sons! The Sceptre ſhall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a Law-giver from 
between his Feet, till Shiloh come! And 
accordingly at the Birth of Chriſt, the 
Romans had juſt extinguiſhed the Au- 
thority of the Royal Family amongſt the 
Jews, and had parcelled out conquered 

| Judea 


fulfilled in Chriſt. | 


Judea amongſt Governors of their own 8 E RM: 


appointing ! That the Ceſſation of War, 
alſo, and its dreadful Alarms, ſhould 
mark this happy Seaſon of Joy and glad 
Tidings, is thus foretold by the Prophets : 
Then ſhall they beat their Swords into 
Plougb-ſbares, and their Spears into Pru- 
 ning-hooks 1 Nation ſhall not lift up Sword 
againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn 
War any more ! And atcordingly, uni- 
verſal Peace prevailed throughout the 
Roman Empire at the Birth of our Sa- 
viour! Laſtly, that Mankind, at the 
Coming of the Meffiah, ſhould have 
widely ſtrayed from their Duty, is thus 
predicted by Ifaiah ! Behold at that Time, 
Darkneſs ſhall cover the Earth, and thick 
Darkneſs the People; but the Lord ſhall 
ariſe and his Glory fhall be feen! And that 
this was the unhappy Condition of Man- 
kind at that Period, we may perceive 
from the weak and corrupted State of 
Morality even amongſt the Jews, who 
were at that Time the moſt enlightened 
People with reſpec to Religion! 

| Now 
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Now as Chriſt appeared at the exact 
Time fixed by the Prophets for the 
Coming of the Meſſiah, ſo alſo did his 
Genealogy perfectly accord with their 
Predictions! For whether we confider 
him as the Son of his reputed Father, 


or, as is the Fact, the Child of Mary 


by the miraculous Over-ſhadowing of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in either Caſe he de- 
ſcended from the Tribe of Judah, and 
the Royal Houſe of David, for Mary 
and Joſeph both deſcended from the 
Royal Line, and both ſprang from this 
Tribe! And thus did Chriſt accom- 
pliſh in his Parentage the Prophecy of 
Micah! And thou, Bethlehem, though thou 
be little amongſt the Thouſands of Fudah, 
yet out of thee ſhall he come forth unto 
me, which is to be the Ruler of my Peo- 


ple Tjracl! 


The unhappy Cataſtrophe alſo which 
followed the Birth of Chriſt, viz. the De- 
ſtruction of the poor Innocents, whoſe 
Blood was ſhed by the well-known jea- 


lous and. cruel Herod, was a Tragedy 


which 


a 3 Sm toc VAX,a 
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which the Holy Spirit had foretold ſhould 8 E RM. 
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follow the Appearance of this Eaſtern Lv 


Star! Thus, ſaith the Lord, a Voice was 
heard in Ramah, Lamentation and bitter 
Mourning, Rachel weeping for her Cbil- 
dren, refuſed to be comforted, becauſe they 
were not. This bloody Maſſacre alſo 
laid the Foundation for accompliſhing in 
the Perſon of our Saviour another Pro- 
phecy relative to the Mefliah ! For on this 
Occaſion, Chriſt being carried by Joſeph 
into Egypt, in order to avoid the gather- 
ing Storm, his Return from thence on 
the divine Command accompliſhed the 
Prediction, that God ſhould call this his 
beloved Son out of Egypt ! 

It had been foretold likewiſe, that, be- 
fore the Appearance of the Meſſiah on the 
public Stage, there ſhould ariſe a Prophet 
to prepare his Way! Thus does Iſaiah 
deſcribe ſuch a Meſſenger: The Voice 
of him that crieth in the Wilderneſs ! Pre- 
pare ye the Way of the Lord, make ſtraight 
in the Deſart a High Way for our God! 
Every Valley ſhall be exalted, every Moun- 

tain 
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8 ER M. Zain and Hill be made low, the crooked ſhall 
e made ſtrait, the rough Places ſmooth, 


and then the Glory of the Lord ſhall be 
revealed ! The Accompliſhment of which 
Prophecy preceded the Entrance of our 
Saviour on his divine Miffion ! For John 
the Baptiſt publicly proclaimed his Ap- 
proach, bearing Witneſs, that after him 


Should come one that was preferred before 


bim, the Latchet of whoſe Shoes be was 
not worthy to unlogſe ! 

And as the Prophecies which were to 
be accompliſhed previous to the preach- 
ing of the Meſſiah were thus fulfilled in 
the Perſon of Chriſt, {ſo alſo were thoſe 
which regarded the Particulars of the ſub- 
ſequent Period; namely, the Life, Goſ- 
pel, Paſſion, Death, Butial, Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt ! Thus does 
the animated Pencil of the Prophet de- 
ſcribe the Office and the Goſpel of the 
Mefliah : The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, becauſe the Lord hath appointed 


me to preach good Tidings! He hath ſent 
me co bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 


claim 
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claim Liberty to the Captive, and the Open- SE RM. 
ing of the Priſon to them who are bound! = 
—And did not the bleſſed Saviour of 
Men eminently fulfil this gracious Pro- 
phecy ? Did not he bring us good Tidings ? 
He who ravithed the guilty Soul of Man, 
by graciouſly holding forth to penitent 
Sinners Peace and Reconciliation with 
their offended God! Did not Chriſt alſo 
bind up the broken-hearted ? Hear only 
his own gfacious Words to the wearied 
and way- worn Traveller in this Vale of 
human Miſery ! Come unto me, all ye who 
travail and are heavy laden, who ſink un- 
der a Conſciouſneſs of the Miſery and 
Weight of Sin, Come unto me, and I will 
give ye Reſt! And did not Chriſt alſo 
proclaim Liberty to the Captive, and the 
Opening of the Priſon to them who were 
bound? Doubtleſs to thoſe who were 
held in the moſt grievous of Captivities, 
who were faſt bound in the heavy Chains | 
of Wickedneſs and Guilt, to theſe un- 1 
happy Men, if truly ſenſible of their i 
Miſery, did he by the Goſpel which he 
preached, 
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preached; and by the directing Grace of 
God, which he freely offered to the truly 
penitent, by theſe gracious Offers, he be- 
ſtowed, I ſay, at once, Liberty to their 
Bodies and their Minds! Doubtleſs he 
thus opened the adamantine Gate of Sin, 
which, before his gracious Appearance 
amongſt wandering Mortals, for ever 
held within its hatſh Confinement the 
corrupted Rice of Adam. 

Moſt ſtriking likewiſe is the Accord- 
ance between the Life and Character of 
the Meſſiah and thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
The following is the Portrait of the Meſ- 
ſiah, as drawn by the Prophet: Behold, 
my Servant whom I uphold, mine Ele, in 
whom my Soul delighteth! I have put my 
Spirit upon him! He ſhall not cry, nor lift 
up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in the 
Streets! A bruiſed Reed he ſhall not break, 
and the ſmoking Flax he ſhall not quench ! 
Say to them, which are of a fearful Heart, 
behold your God ſhall come and ſave you ! 
And then Jhall the Eyes of the Blind be 
opened, the Ears of the Deaf be unſtopped, 

tbe 


fulfilled in Chriſt. 


93 


the Tame Man ſball leap as an Hart, and SE RM. 
the Tongue of the Dumb ſhall fing! What . .9 


a beautiful Picture of Meekneſs, Humi- 
lity and Benevolence ! Obſerve alfo, how 
perfectly it correſponds with the Life and 
Character of our Saviour! He was called 
a Wine-bibber, a gluttonous Man, a Friend 
of Publicans and Sinners! His Miracles 
were aſcribed to the Power of the Devil, 
and his Aſſertion of his Divinity accuſed 
of Blaſphemy! Yet his Meekneſs, his 
Humility expoſtulated not, or when they 
did, it was to enlighten and inſtruc ! 
—[Ingratitude, Malice, and even Blaſ- 
phemy itſelf ſtopped not the beneficent 
Hand, could not excite the Vengeance of 
this Friend to Man His Mercy till con- 
tinued, his Goodneſs ſtil] relieved, and 
unceaſing were his Labours of Benevo- 
lence and Love! Thoſe, amongſt whom 
his mighty Works were performed, were 
unjuſt, were ſpiritually blind, their 
Hearts were hardened ! But he was mer- 
ciful, compaſſionate, long-ſuffering, meek 
and patient! The Miſeries and the Dark- 

neſs 
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5 g R 2M. neſs of Mankind met from him the very. 
— ſame Relief, as if Gratitude and Con- 


viction had been the conſtant Handmaids 
on all his Miracles! The Blind ſtill re- 
ceived their Sight, the Lame walked, the 
Lepers were cleanſed, the Deaf heard, the 
Dead were raijed up, and the Poor had the 
Goſpel preached to them ! 

But ftill more aſtoniſhing is the Re- 
ſemblance between the predicted Suf- 
ferings of the Meſſiah, and the Paſſion 
and Death of Chriſt! Thus does the Pro- 


phet paint the poignant Sorrow of that 


divine Perſon: He hath no Form nor 
Comelineſs ! When we ſhall ſee him, there 
it no Beauty that we ſhould defire him | He 


7s deſpiſed and rejected of Men! A Man of 


Sorrow and acquainted with Grief ! We hid 
our Faces from him ! Surely he hath borne 
our Grief and carried our Sorrow ! Yet did 
we eſteem him ſtricken and ſmitten of God t 
But he was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, 
and he was bruiſed for our Iniquittes 1 The 
Chaſt emen of our Peace was laid upon 
him, and with his Stripes are we healed ! 


Fulflled in Chriſt. 


He was opprefſed— He was afflicted ! Yet 5 ER Mt 
he opened not his Mouth! He gave his 45 


Back to the Smiters, his Cheeks to them who 
plucked off the Hair, and turned not his Face 
from Shame and Spitting! He was brought 
as a Lamb to the Slaughter ; and as a Sheep 
before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened not 
his Mouth! He was cut off from the Land 


of the Living, and was numbered with the 


Tranſgrefſors ! 

Is this, my Brethren, a Prophecy? Or 
was the Writer an actual Witneſs of 
the Scene he ſo feelingly deſcribes ? 
The Jews ftill remain the living Guar- 
dians of the Hebrew Prophecy, the truſty 
Witneſſes of its prior Date! Elſe might 
we fancy that the actual Event, the real 
View of the Sufferer, had mixed the lively 
Colours, had lent the Pencil which ſo 
truly paints the Paſſion of our Saviour! 
Elſe might we be tempted to ſay, ſurely 
this Writer beheld the Traitor, Judas, 


ſtrike the unnatural Bargain with the 


Prieſts, was preſent that fatal Night in 


the Garden, ſaw the dreadful Agony, 
___ beheld 
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2 ag beheld the Drops of enſanguined Sweat 
yay ſain the bluſhing Ground, ſaw the per- 


fidious Kiſs which ſealed the guilty Trea- 
ſon, -beheld the Flight of the Diſciples, 
heard the Denial of Peter, was preſent 


at the falſe Accuſation, beheld the cruel 


Inſults offered to Chriſt, admired his Pa- 
tience, confeſſed with aſtoniſhed Pilate 
his Innocence, beheld him blind-folded, 
buffeted, ſpat upon, arrayed in Purple, 
crowned with a mock Diadem, ſaluted 
with deriſive Reverence, led to Execution 
amidſt the Execrations of his Enemies, 
nailed to the Croſs, and expiring in. the 
Company of Malefactors !—So perfectly 
indeed does the Prophecy of the Meſſiah, 
and the Hiſtory of our Saviour's Trial, 
Crucifixion, and Death accord, ſuch a 
Suppoſition might not irrationally be ex- 
cited in our Breaſts, did not the Teſti- 
mony of Perſons prejudiced againſt the 
Faith which is ſupported by their own 
Records, bearing Witneſs to the prior 


Date of the Prophecy, acquit the injured 


Prophet of the imagined Deception ! At 
| preſent 
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preſent we can only admire the wonder- SERM. 


ful Harmony, the ſurpriſing Agreement 2 


between the Prophecy and the ſubſequent 
Sufferings of the Son of God, unable 


to decide whether Pity pours a larger 


Tribute at the Wo, which the Prophet 
drew ere it yet exiſted, or at the pathetic 
Relation given by the Evangeliſt of its 
actual Accompliſhment ! 

To proceed The Prophet in this Paſ- 


ſage deſcribes the Meſſiah a perſecuted, 


forlorn, and friendleſs Wretch ! He paints 
him as expiring in common with the low- 
eſt Malefactors! Why then ſtopped not 
here his judicious Pencil? Surely the 
Burial of ſuch a Sufferer was beneath all 
Curioſity ! The prophetic Spirit ſaw dif- 
ferently.! The Prophet proceeds, and de- 
ſcribes. him as making his Grave with the 
Rich! Wonderful indeed, that ſuch ho- 
nourable Attention ſhould be paid the 
Remains of ſuch a Sufferer! But ftill 
more ſurpriſing, the Prophet adds in a 
beautiful Apoſtrophe to the Almighty, 
When thou ſhalt make his Soul an Offering 

H fer 


98 


The Prophecies relative to the Meffiab 


SER M. for Sin, he ſhall ſee his Seed, be ſhall pro- 
=, long his Days, and the Pleaſure of the Lord 


ſhall proſper in his Hands ! What, could 


he who was conquered by Death, eſcape « 


from, nay ſubdue his Conqueror ? Yes— 
for he who had Power to lay down bis Life, 


| had Power alſo to take it up again! And 


the Almighty had declared, 51e Holy One 
ſhould never ſee Corruption But was he 
who was deſpiſed and rejected of Men, 
after all to reign in Glory ? Certainly !— 
For the Almighty had faid unto him, 
Sit thou on my right Hand, until I make 
thine Enemies thy Footſtool ! 


And how was this Prophecy fulfilled in 


Jeſus Chriſt ? Literally ! For he was bu- 
ried in the Sepulchre originally deſigned 


for Joſeph of Arimathea; a Man of 


Birth, Family and Conſequence. His 
Body was wrapped in fine Linen, and 
committed with Reverence to the 


Ground! But did he ſee his Seed, did he 


prolong his Days, and did the Pleaſure of 


the Lord proſper in his Hand ? Doubt- 
leſs ! For Chriſtians are his Seed! In 


Heaven 
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aſſiſts them, and in the Proſperity of his 
Church, flouriſhing and watched by his 
Care, does the Pleaſure of the Lord proſ- 
per in his Hand! 

All this naturally follows * his Re- 
ſurrection! the Truth of which being 
eſtabliſned, we have a continued Chain 
of Prophecies fulfilled in the Perſon of 


our Saviour! But that Chriſt really roſe- 


from the Dead muſt be allowed, unleſs 
it can be proved, either that the Diſciples 
did not aſſert this Fact, or aſſerting, did 
not believe it, or believing it, were them- 
ſelves deceived ! Now, that the Diſciples 
confidently aſſerted the Reſurrection of 
our bleſſed Lord, is undeniable from 
their Writings, their Preaching, their 
Lives, and even their ſeveral Deaths, 


ſealing at ſuch Times their Teſtimony 


with their Blood ! And why ſhould we 
ſuppoſe they did not believe a Fact, 
which even in their laſt Moments they 
aſſerted? What Motives then could ra- 


tionally have influenced them to aſſert a 
H 2 Fact 


IV. 
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SERM. Fact which they inwardly diſbelieved. 
— 9 Did they not ſee that this Aſſertion ex- 
poſed them to the Malice of thoſe Men 
who had crucified their Maſter? Nei- 

ther could they have been influenced in 
this Deception by the Nature of thoſe 
Doctrines which they derived from their 
Maſter, and which after his Reſurrection 
they preached in his Name; for theſe 
Doctrines were utterly repugnant to all 
their worldly Intereſts, as they reſted on 
Self-denial and an entire Renunciation 
of the World! Nor could they in this 
Deception have been influenced bya Deſire 
to recommend themſelves to any furviv- 
ing Friends or Intereſts of their departed 
Maſter ; for Friends or Intereſts, whilſt he 
1 lived on Earth, he had none! If there- 
fore, they preached a Fact, which they 


themſelves did not believe, yet at the 
ſame Time a Fact, the Preaching of 
which was oppoſed by the whole World, 
and by which they expoſed themſelves 
to numberleſs Dangers; by this ſtating 
of the Caſe, the Apoſtles are ſuppoſed to 
have perſevered in a Falſhood uninflu- 
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enced by any rational Motive! A Sup- SERM. 


poſition abſurd, and therefore its own 
Refutation. 

But beſides, had the Diſciples been 
ever ſo willing to deceive others, and had 
they even been influenced to this Decepti- 
on by every worldly Intereſt, ſtill all Poſ- 
. ſibility of a Fraud in the Reſurrection 
of our Saviour, had been ſtrictly guarded 
againſt by the Jews! At our Saviour's 
. Interment, they had carefully ſealed the 
Sepulchre which contained his dead 
Body, and had placed over it a Guard 
of Roman Soldiers. Now, the Reſur- 
reQion, according to the Prophecy of the 


Perſon whom they had crucified, was 


to take Place on the third Day after his 
Death ! A ſhort Interval ſurely to exer- 
ciſe their Vigilance, and guard againſt 
Treachery or Surpriſe ! The chief Prieſts 
had only on the fourth Day, to produce 
the dead Body, and Chriſtianity fell 
never to rife again! But, ſay the Jews, 
the Diſciples ſtole away the Body whilſt 
the Soldiers flept, or they bribed them, 


or 
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IV 


Www But how weak are theſe Apologies for 


the Diſappearance of the Body, after the 


wiſe Precautions taken by the Jews to 
prevent either Fraud, or Violence in this 
important Matter? The Vigilance of 
the Roman Diſcipline, deſtroys the firſt 
Suppoſition—The Poverty of the Diſ- 
ciples, the ſecond—And their Fears and 
Inferiority of Numbers, the laſt! Be- 
ſides, if the Guard ſlept on their Poſt, 
or were bribed, why did not military | 
Execution follow a Repreſentation by 
the Jews of this Neglect or Treachery 
of the Roman Soldiers to the Roman Go- 
vernor? Or if the Soldiers were over- 
powered, why did not the Prieſts pro- 
duce the certain Evidence of the Force 
employed, by publicly ſhewing the 
Wounds of the Survivors, and the dead 
Bodies of the Slain ? 

But till more abſurd is it to ſuppoſe, 
that the Diſciples were themſelves de- 
ceived in the Reſurrection of their 


Maſter? The Deception muſt have been 
| conducted 
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impoſed on them! At his Death, tis 
evident, they did not expect his Reſur- 
rection; for on the third Day they re- 
paired to the Place of his Interment, 
provided with Spices to embalm his 
Body ! A needleſs Office ſurely, if they 
expected him to riſe from the Grave! 
Beſides, if the Diſciples were deceived, 
and the dead Body was clandeſtinely 
conveyed away, who were the Authors 
of this Fraud? The Jews! What, to 
convia themſelves, and eſtabliſh the pre- 
tended Prophecy of him whom they had 
crucified as an Impoſtor ? Were the Ro- 
man Soldiers then guilty of this Fraud ? 
Except they had been bribed, they could 


IV. 
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have had no Intereſt in the Matter con- 


teſted between the Jews and the Diſ- 
ciples, and therefore, were indifferent 
how the Matter was decided Moreover, 
the mere Vaniſhing of the Body would 
not, and did not ſatisfy the Incredulity 
of the Diſciples—They aſſented not to 
the Truth of the Reſurrection but on the 
| moſt 
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Ny Fingers into the Print of the Nails! They 


thruft their Hands into the Wound in 
his Side]! They converſed, they eat and 
drank with him during the Space of forty 
Days after his RefurreRion ! Above all, 
a moſt convincing Proof of his Reſurrec- 


tion was, their miraculous Receiving of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as he had promiſed be- 


fore his Death, and on this Fact had 
chiefly reſted the Truth of his Refur- 
rection ! Now in this Matter, they could 
neither decerve, nor be deceived ! For 


What Deception could there be, where 


Ignorance ſuddenly ſpoke all Languages, 
foretold future Events, healed all Difeaſes, 
and even raiſed the Dead ! 

To conclude—Since then the Time, at 
which Chriſt appeared in the Fleſh on 
Earth, the royal Line from which he 
deſcended, the Perſecution of the Inno- 
cents immediately conſequent to his Birth, 
his Flight into and Recall from Egypt, 
the Premiſſion of the Baptiſt previous to 
his public Entrance on his divine Miſſion, 

| the 


All in Chrilt 


de Goſpel he preached, the Life he led n 
«Ho the Paſſion and Death he fuf- ay 


fered, the Burial he received, his Refur- 
rection from the Dead, his Sending of the 
Holy Ghoſt, his Care and continued 
Protection of his Cłrurch; fince all theſe 
Facts are the exact Accompliſhments of 
ſo many Prophecies, either delivered be- 
fore the Birth of Chriſt, or by himſelf 
whilſt on Earth, we cannot deny, that 
Jeſus Chriſt came forth from God, and 
that in the Fulneſs of Time, God ſent 
forth his Son! : 

The Conſequence of this Conviction 
ſhould be, the Embracing of Chriſtianity 
with the Affections and the Heart, the 
Living up to its perfe Rules, the Sanc- 
tifying of the Lord God by our Lives and 
Actions, which is the ſerious Duty of 
every Chriſtian, to whom Chriſt at the 
final Judgment muſt either prove a juſti- 
fying Redeemer, or an avenging Miniſter 
of Condemnation to thoſe who ſhall have 
neglected the great Salvation he hath of- 


fered to repenting Sinners! In this laſt 
Character, 


The Prophecies relative to the Meſiab, &c. 


Character, God grant, my Brethren, we 


may never behold him! But may we 
rather, by Repentance and Amendment of 


our Lives, meet in him at his ſecond 


Coming, a Rewarder of our ſincere, though 
imperfet Obedience, a gracious Re- 
deemer of thoſe for whom he died. 
Amen. 


SE R- 


Enn 


S ERM O NV. 


His Saviour's LIE to be propoſed to 


himſelf by every true CHRISTIAN for 
his ſerious and humble ImiT a TION. 


Preached at Cyr1sT-Cuurcn, Cork, on the 
Intelligence of the Hurricane in the WesT- 
Ixpixs, 10th October, ] 
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1 PETER, ii. 21. 


Leaving us an Example, that we ſhould 
follow his Steps l 


N OTHING either in the natural or 
the moral World, can be more captiva- 
ting than Self-conſiſtency and unvary- 
ing Regularity! Hence in every Pro- 
duction of unrivaled Nature, that uni- 
verſally acknowledged Superiority to 
every Attempt at a perfect Imitation, 

| even 
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even ba the moſt ſkilful Artiſt ! Hence, 
likewiſe, the acknowledged Charms of a 


perfectly virtuous Character, eſtabliſhed 
on, and proceeding from a firm Perſuaſion 


of the ſuperior Excellence of Virtue, a 


Conſciouſneſs of the Dignity ſhe beſtows, 
and above all, from an unalterable Con- 
viction that fuch a Conduct is preſcribed 
to us by the all-wife and holy Creator 
So amiable, indeed, is human Nature, 
when thus regulated by the Direction of 
its gracious Author, that, even they, who 


are perpetually led into Error, by blindly 


following the Dictates of their Appetites, 
yet, ſtruck with the Luſtre which beams 
around the Virtuous, involuntarily pay 
to Righteouſneſs, Temperance and Holi- 
neſs, the deſerved Tribute of Admira- 


tion and Applauſe! What, indeed, can 


be fo charming a Sight as the perfect 
Chriſtian, who, never weary of Well- 
doing, faints not, but ſowing in joyful 
Hope ; though fometimes, indeed, in this 
Vale of Suffering and Trial, with Tears 


of Sorrow, looks forward to that happy 


Time, 


8 
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Time, when arriving at laſt in Heaven, he 8 E R M. 


ſhall there reap the Fruit of his virtuous 
Diligence on Earth! And, indeed, even in 


this World, ſuch an Aſſemblage of Vir- 


tues, though una voidably allayed by the 
Frailty of Humanity, muſt excite the 
Love and Admiration of Mortals, for in 
x faint Degree, it reſembles that divine 


Perfection, which the Apoſtle in my. 


Text propoſes as our Example, towards 
which State of Purity, if ferious in our 
Endeavours, our own Perſeverance and 
the Grace of God, ſhall enable us con- 
ſtantly to approach fill nearer. 

Do we then ſeriouſly aſpire, (and can 
there be a more noble Ambition ?) to the 


Character of the perfect Chriſtian, and 


would we cloſely imitate the Example of 
the great Captain of our Salvation? Let 


us take then a ſhort Review of that 
bleſſed and perfect Life he led on Earth, 
leaving us an Example, that we ſhould 


follow his Steps ! 
Obſerve then his Infancy and Child- 


hood diſtinguiſhed by an Aptitude to em- 
brace 


* 
— 
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SERM. brace Knowledge Even at that tender 
oP Age, the Evangeliſt informs us, he em- 


braced the Opportunity, when he viſited 
Jeruſalem at the Paſſover, to confer with 


the Scribes and Doctors of the Jewiſh 


Law, hearing them and aſking them 
Queſtions! Obſerve the fame Period 
diſtinguiſhed by his implicit Obedience 
to his Parents! The Lord of the Uni- 
verſe became ſubjet to a Carpenter! 
What Humility did he ſhew us in the 
Parentage he choſe ! What Lowlineſs of 
Mind, when he refuſed the Kingdom of- 
fered him by his (at that Time) grateful 
Countrymen ! What Mortification of the 
Appetites did he exhibit in his Seceſſion 
in the Wilderneſs? What Reſiſtance to 
Temptation, when moſt craftily aſſailed 
by the Father of Seduction? What Pati- 
ence with the Infirmitics of the Virtu- 
ous? What Tenderneſs to the Failings 
of our Friends, in his condeſcending to 
the Infirmities, the Weakneſs and Incre- 
dulity of his Diſciples ? What Compaſſion 
to the Sufferings and Afflictions of human 


Nature, 
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Nature, in his healing the Diſeaſed, dif- 8 ERM. 
poſſeſſing the Demoniac, and reſtoring . 


their Reaſon to the Lunatic? What Sub- 
miſſion to the Laws of our Country did 
he not ſhew us, in his ſtrict Compliance 
with all the Jewiſh Ceremonies? What 
a continued Example of Prayer, of pri- 
vate Contemplation, of perfect Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of God, is his whole 


Life? What Tenderneſs to our Friends, 


what Affection to our Country, did he 
not inculcate on the Minds of his Fol- 
lowers, in the Tears he ſhed over de- 
parted Lazarus, and in the pathetic La- 
mentations he poured over the ill-fated 
Jeruſalem and her Children ? What Firm- 
neſs, what modeſt, yet determined Re- 
ſolution, in witnefling to the Truth, 
(tho' every Terror of Mortality awaited 
the Confeſſion !) in his aſſerting his divine 


Miſſion, his Godhead before the Tribu- 


nal of Pilate ? What amazing Patience, 
what Forgiveneſs of Injuries do all his 
Actions teach us? Not all the Hardneſs 
of Heart ſo remarkable in the Jewiſh Na- 


tion; 
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sR u. tion; not all their Ingratitude could ex- 
== hauſt theſe divine Virtues! To the laſt, he ; 
meckly bore their Slights, their Inſults, 
their Perſecutions ! And even in his laſt 
Moments, in the Agonies he ſuffered on 
the Croſs, he recommends them to the 
Mercy of his heavenly Father! And to 
crown a whole Life of Mercy, Love, 
and univerſal Charity, we may behold 
him on Mount Calvary, dying even for 
his Enemies ! 
This, then, is the Life which every 
Chriſtian ſhould ſeriouſly propoſe to him- 
ſelf for his Imitation! This is the perfect 
Model by which he ſhould conftantly 
endeavour to faſhion and regulate his 
whole Conduct! And in the tranſcribing 
into his whole Life every Trait of this 
divine and perfect Character, he ſhould 
be never weary, never faint! And would 
to Heaven indeed, we all ſeriouſly and 
conſtantly reflected on the great Neceſſity 
of thus imitating their bleſſed Maſter in- 
cumbent on all Chriſtians! a Neceſſity 
equally 
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equally urgent on all Ranks, on all SE wow 


Ages! 

Are we young? Are we juſt ſtepping 
forward into the firſt Scenes of active 
Life, ignorant and inexperienced equally 
of its Good and Ill, of its Sweets and 


— 


Sours? Is it with us, my young Fr iends, | 


the very Morn of Life, and the firſt Hour 
of the buſy Day? Behold, early as it is 
with us, we have already been invited 
into the Vineyard of the Goſpel! And 
moſt happy, moſt favourable for us ſurely 


is the Goal from which we now are 


ready to ſtart forward in our important 
Race towards Eternity! We have as yet 
no vicious Cuſtoms, at leaſt no inveterate 


ones to retard our youthful Speed! Our 


Hearts are as yet unbiaſſed, unprej u- 
diced ! No noxious Weeds as yet choak 
the natural Fruitfulneſs of the Soil Tis 
ſoft, 'tis mellow, to receive the Seeds of 
good Diſcipline, of Virtue, of Chriſtianity ! 
Our Reaſon is vigorous, clear, unclouded, 
undiſturbed ! The native Bloom of Inno- 
cence and Virtue is as yet, I truſt, un- 

SONG ſullied 
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SERM. ſullied by even a Knowledge of Vice | 
= Generous Sentiments, and a happy Pre- 

dilection for Virtue, are fortunately con- 
genial to this favourable Seaſon of hu- 
man Life ! The native Modeſty of human 
Nature, the precious 'Tenderneſs of an 
as- yet unviolated Conſcience, the ſtrong 
Deſire of virtuous Fame; all theſe at 
preſent rank on the Side of Virtue, and 
are our faithful Auxiliaries in the ap- 
proaching Hours of Danger and Temp- 
tation! Even Habit and Cuſtom, thoſe 
dreadful Opponents, when once liſted in 
the Service of Vice, to a deſirable Re- 
turn to Propriety, as yet offer us their 
Aſſiſtance in the Cauſe of Virtue! Tis 
riot, therefore, my young Friends, who 
are how entering into Life and a dange- 
rous World, 'tis not more beautiful than 
with the Grace of God, tis eaſy now for 
| you ſincerely to dedicate your yet-unſpot- 
.=X ted Youth to the Service of your God, 
early to apply your Hearts unto Wiſdom, 
arid offer unto Heaven (how acceptable 


a Sacri= 
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a Sacrifice to God !) the whole of an un- 
blemiſhed Life ! 

Again Are there any of us here pre- 
ſent who have arrived at the Meridian 
of human Life, at the Zenith of our 
earthly Race? And have we kept theſe 
Things from our Youth up even until 
now? Having thus far in our Pilgrimage 
below happily advanced under the Guid- 
ance and Direction of Innocence, Vir- 
tue and Religion, yet one Thing lack 
we ſtill—To perſevere in Righteouſneſs, 
to continue faithful unto the End, and 
not to be weary in Well-doing ! Encou- 
raged by the beautiful Proſpect which 
ſuch a Life hitherto preſents, familiar- 
ized to the now pleaſant ſteps of our 
Duty, let us look forward to the glori- 
ous Rewards prepared for us in another 
World, and towards the Enjoyment of 


which, we are daily prefling nearer ! 


Having fought hitherto a good Fight ; hav- 
ing ſubdued every youthful Luft ; having 
hitherto flood faſt in the Liberty where- 
with Chriſt has made us free: Crowned 

I 2 thus 
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SERM. thus even in this Life with Honour 
— and Glory, let us not faint now, as it 


were in the Moment of Victory; and 
having hitherto preſerved our Freedom 
from Sin and Error, let us not now be 
entangled in the Yoke of Bondage! Let 
us rather, following the excellent Advice 
of the Apoſtle, add to our Faith Virtue, 
to our Virtue Knowledge, to our Know- 
ledge Temperance, to Temperance Pa- 
tience, to Patience Godlineſs, to Godli- 
neſs brotherly Kindneſs, and, to this laſt 
Virtue, in order to crown the Whole, 
unzwerſal Charity l 
Or, on the other Hand, that we may 
not attempt to cover our. Sins deceitful- 
ly, have any of us unhappily arrived at 
this Stage of human Life, and yet delay- 
ed to liſten to thoſe Things which be- 
long to our Peace? Have we, (ſtrange 
Perverſeneſs of Diſpoſition ) dwelt in 
Darkneſs, even whilſt we lived in the 
Land where the Light fhineth ? Have 
we lived in the Shadow of Death, even 
whilſt the bleſſed Goſpel and the Glory 
of 
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of the Lord ſhone around us! Behold, 8 ER M. 
ungrateful as our Conduct muſt be ac- ER 


knowledged, the Patience and Forbear- 
ance of our God ſtill endure, notwith- 
ſtanding our baſe Ingratitude to his 
Goodneſs, and he once more condeſcends 
to invite us into the Goſpel Vineyard! 
And what Excuſe can we allege, why 
we ſhould thus fland idle all the Day? 
Surely, 'tis Madneſs to refuſe this ſolemn 
and perhaps final Call, or any longer 
continue in thoſe Things whereof we 
ſhall ſoon be aſhamed! Let us then in- 
ſtantly obey, and ſenſible now at our 
late embracing of that Righteouſneſs, 


which, had we truly diſcerned our In- 
tereſts, would even from early ' Youth 
and our firſt Entrance into Life, Have 


proved a Light unto our Feet, and a 


Guide unto our Paths; ſenſible, I ſay, 


that we, with the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 


in our late Return to Truth and Wiſdom, 


have been born to Righteouſneſs as out 
of due Time; let us, with him, alſo, re- 
double our Speed to regain that Time 

we 
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SERM. we have unhappily loſt, acknowledging 
V 
ag that we are the very leaſt amongſt our 


Brethren, not worthy, indeed, to be call- 
ed Chriſtians, fince worſe than him who 
ignorantly perſecuted the holy Faith, we 
by our Profeſſion as Chriſtians, and by 
our Lives as Heathens, have more than 
denied or perſecuted our Saviour ] We 
have crucified the Lord of Glory a ſe- 
cond Time, and by our Lives have put 
him to an open Shame! Let us then 
with eſpecial Care, redeem the Time we 
have thus ſhamefully loſt ! Let us abound 
henceforth in good Works, and walking 
benceforward in the Spirit, no longer ful- 
fil the Luſts of the Fleſh ! 

Laſtly Are there any here preſent 
whoſe Glaſs of Life is almoſt ſpent, and 
who are now well-ſtricken in Years? 
Happy are ye indeed, if with you, my 
Friends, the boary Head is now found 
a Crown of Ghry in the Ways of Righte- 
ouſneſs ! How vaſt the Delight ye poſ- 
ſeſs in looking back upon a Life well- 


* in the Service of your God! Can 
b Cages 
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Senſuality beſtow ſuch real Pleaſure on SE RM. 
its miſtaken Votaries? Can Ambition, www 


encircle the human Head with ſuch a 
Crown of Glory? Or can Riches pur- 
chaſe any gorgeous Apparel equal to 


theſe Robes of Righteouſneſs? Happy 


Men, who wiſely dedicated yourſelves 
even from your Youth to the Service of 
your God ! Who have planted in your 
Minds, who have nurſed with - pious 
Care, every chriſtian Virtue | How ami- 
able, how lovely a Sight is Man, thus 
walking with his God, and by the 
chriſtian Faith, even in this fleſhly Ta- 
bernacle, almoſt tranſlated with the vir- 
tuous Enoch ! In you then, my Friends, 
dwelleth richly the Fulneſs of divine 
Love ! In you, Meekneſs has ſmoothed 
the wrinkled Brow of Age! In you, Pa- 
tience has had her perfect Work ! Faith, 
with more than Eagle's Eye, has almoſt 
beheld the Glories unrevealed ! Compat- 
ſion and Mercy have baniſhed every vio- 
lent, every ſelfiſh Thought! Look here, 
ye Proud, and ſee how mean your ſwel- 

ling 
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8 r RM. ling Thoughts! Look here, who vainly 
V. 
wv arrogate Pleaſure to yourſelves, and ſee 


the truly delightful Feaſt, the Feaſt of 
the pure unſpotted Mind, the inward 
Feelings of the Soul, which Religion 
ſpreads daily for the Virtuous! Com- 
pared to this pure unmixed Pleaſure of 
the Soul, how mean, how little appear 
that Ambition, Pride, and ſenſual Plea- 
ſure, which yet cheat the Worldly of 
ſuch true, ſuch pure and unmixed Hap- 
pineſs ! Well may ſuch Men envy Feli- 
city like this! Well may they, half 
Converts to ſuch a Sight, break forth 
into the fruitleſs Wiſh, may we die the 
Death of the Righteous, and may our laſt 
End be like his ! 

And to what, my "OW A would I 
now exhort you, when I urge you thus 
to imitate your bleſſed Saviour? Is it to 
Pain, Grief and Care? Alas! Vice, from 
which I now earneſtly entreat you to 
fly, claims a more than equal Share of 
theſe human Evils! Such of you now 


prejent as ha ve ever ſerved in that cruel 


Houſe 
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Houſe of Bondage, the Houſe of Wick- 
edneſs, know too well how true my Aſ- 
ſertion! When I exhort you then to ex- 
change a Life of Diſſipation, Ambition, 
Pride and Senſuality, for a Life of Re- 
gularity, Humility, Reſignation and Tem- 
perance, am I in this a crafty Seducer, 
an Envier of your Happineſs ? Or rather, 
a tender Friend, anxious for your Peace, 
your Credit here, and your Felicity here- 
after! Much though, doubtleſs, the 
World will gain, yours chiefly will be 
the great Advantage in the propoſed Ex- 
change! If, for Inſtance, Humility and 
Lowlineſs of Mind ſhould ſucceed your 


late lofty Looks, your ſwelling Thoughts, 


your ambitious Views, what is the Ex- 
change ? Content, Parent of Happineſs, 
ſucceeds to rankling Envy, buſy Care 
and pale Anxiety, thoſe inſeparable At- 


tendants on Ambition, Pride and Haugh- . 


tineſs! If, following the Example of 
your great Maſter, ye ſhall henceforth 
learn to mortify and ſubdue your Appe- 
tites, what, let me aſk, will ye purchaſe 

| | by 
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MM by the Change? Placid Thoughts, calm f 


— Reflections, ſound Health, and inward 
Peace of Mind ! If, like the ſame per- 
fe Original, ye ſhould obtain the happy 
Art of reſiſting Temptation, then will 
ye no longer have Occaſion almoſt daily 
to lament your ſhameful Defections from 
the Cauſe of Virtue and Religion ! If ye 
ſhall learn henceforth to treat with Ten- 
derneſs the Failings of your Friends, 
yours then will be the bleſſed Power of 
guiding their yielding Hearts to Virtue, 
of ſaving alive a precious Soul, and add- 
ing to the Joys of Heaven ! If ye ſhould 
become Proſelytes to inftant Prayer, to 
conſtant Meditation, and a perfect Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, then will 
it be your diſtinguiſhed Honour inti- 

- mately to converſe with the God of Na- 
ture, to ſcan and remedy your own De- 
fects, and to view all earthly Changes 
undiſturbed, undiſmayed! If in you 
henceforward, Patience ſhould have her 
perfect Work, if all Offences of your 
Brethren ſhould hereafter meet your 


ready 
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ready Forgiveneſs, then will no Trial SERM. 
diſcompoſe the Serenity of your Tem- Cs 

per, and ſoaring aboye the common Ef- | 

forts of human Nature, ye who will then 

know no Reſentment, (happy Men!) 

may be ſaid to have no Enemies! Laſt- 

ly, if proceeding to finiſh this bleſſed 

Imitation, ye ſhould henceforth abound 

in Tenderneſs, in Love, in Mercy and 

univerſal Charity, where ſhall I find 

Words to expreſs your happy Choice! 

Then will ye become Fathers to the Poor, 

and the Cauſe which ye know not, will 

ye diligently ſearch out! Then will ye 

become Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to 

the Lame! Then will ye deliver the 

Poor when he crieth, and him that hath 

none elſe to helþ him! Then will the 

Bleſſing of him who is ready to periſh fall 

upon ye, and then will ye cauſe the poor 

Widow's Heart to fing with Foy ! When 

the Ear of the Diſtreſt heareth, it will 

bleſs ye, and the Eye of the Wretched, | 
when it ſeeth, ſhall ſparkling give Wit- | 
neſs to your Humanity! _ 


Would 
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Nan Would to Heaven this bleſſed Change 
Way Was produced in the Affections, Deſires, 


Inclinations, and Actions of us all who 
are preſent here! And ſurely, my Bre- 
thren, we, the Inhabitants of this Town 
and County, have been this Week, by the 
mournful Intelligence we have received 
from the Weſt Indies, preſented with an 
Opportunity but too proper to call forth 
ſome of the moſt amiable Virtues of a 
Chriſtian! We have received a melan- 
choly Account of Diſtreſs in that Quar- 
ter of the World which muſt powerfully 
awaken every tender Feeling of Huma- 
nity which we poſſeſs ! The late uncom- 
mon Sufferings, the preſent deep Diſtreſs, 
and the ſtill greater impending Miſery of 
our unhappy Brethren in the Weſt Indies, 
preſent us with an ample Field, in which. 


we may exerciſe. the truly-chriſtian Vir 


tues of Benevolence and Compaſſion 

Severely indeed have our Fellow- ſubjects 
in thoſe Iſlands been viſited by the chaſ- 
tiſing Hand of Providence]! Difficult 
would it be for us to'determine, whether 


the 
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the paſt or the future, what they have 8 ERM. 
ſuffered, or muſt ſtill expect to ſuffer, ag 


moſt awakens Pity in the Breaſt of the 


Compaſſionate and Feeling! If we look - 


back to the fatal ioth of laſt October, 
what a Scene. of Miſery and Horror riſes 
to our View? The Wife, the Daughter, 
the Infant, in vain flying for Succour to 
the Huſband and the Father! At ſuch 
a Viſitation of Providence, equally help- 
leſs, alas! was every Sex and Age! In 
that Calamity, one common Ruin cruſhed 


in undiſtinguiſhed Death, Weakneſs and 


Strength, old Age and Youth, the Pru- 


dent and the Inexperienced ! Or, if a par- 
tial Miſery divided the deareſt Relations, 
the Diſtinction made in their Fate by 
the ruthleſs Hand of overwhelming Cala- 
mity, but added to the Miſery of the 
Survivors, and tantaliſed them with a 
mock Shew of ſparing! Small Conſola- 
tion ſurely can it be to the Huſband, 
or the Wife, to the Parent, or the Child, 
who ſtill ſurvive that ſad Cataſtrophe, to 
find their Preſervation amidſt the general 

| Ruin, 


126 


The Life of Ohrift propoſed 


$ TR M. Ruin, allows them merely the melancholy 
— Privilege of lamenting awhile the Loſs of 


ſuch dear Relations; a Loſs ever trying, 
but now rendered doubly ſo, attended 


with its preſent Circumſtances! Sure 


the unhappy Survivors. of that fatal Hur- 
ricane are Objects of Compaſſion, hardly 
in any Age, in any Hiſtory, to be pa- 
ralleled! The piercing Shrieks of the be- 
loved Friends they have lately loſt, ſwal- 
lowed up before their Eyes in ſwift De- 
ſtruction, muſt, methinks, ſtill ſound in 
their wounded Ears, and the ſad Variety 
of their ſeveral Fates muſt eve now 

dwell on their buſy Fancy 
And for what, my Brethren, are theſe 
unhappy Survivors of that almoſt general 
Ruin, which ſwept away from them many 
of their Relations, Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, for what Fate are they ſtill re- 
ſerved? For what indeed! unleſs we, 
their Brethren, kindly, humanely inter- 
fere between them and the Sufferings 
which ſtill hang ſuſpended over them.— 
At preſent, if not timely aſſiſted by us, 
they 
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they are likely to be expoſed to the Ri- 8 ERM 


gours of an inclement and inhoſpitable 3 


Climate, unbefriended with any Shelter; 
to be importuned by the earneſt Call of 
Hunger, unprovided with any certain or 
laſting Supply of Food; to be expoſed to 
à conſtant Dread of the Inſurrection of 
their Domeſtics. They are doomed, at 
preſent, to look forward to the Certainty 
of approaching Famine, and its certain 
and dreadful Conſequence, deſtroying 
Peſtilence! To ſhed, in the mean Time, 
unceaſing Tears over the Loſs of Pro- 
perty, Health, and their deareſt Friends! 
wretched Sufferers indeed! beyond Ex- 
preſſion wretched ! The ſevereſt, the 
deepeſt of their Wounds, I fear, even 
the good Samaritan, beaming from his 
expreſſive Countenance, Pity, Tender- 
neſs and Compaſhon, even were He pre- 
ſent, could not cloſe; and for the firſt 
Time would, for a Moment, turn aſide 
his Eyes from human Miſery, lamenting 
his utter Inability to remove it! For, 
alas! what would his deep Diſtreſs of 

Soul 
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SER M. Soul avail ſome of their keeneſt Misfor- 
tunes? What Oil, what Wine, though 
preſented by his feeling Heart and ready 
Hand, and though ever ſo tenderly or 
ſkilfully adminiſtered, could mollify the 
.Rankling of their too-faithful Memory? 
Who, alas! can reſtore to theſe Mourn- 
ers the loſt Parent, Huſband, Wife, Bro- 
ther, Siſter, Child ? Who can baniſh from 
their painful Recollection, that Happi- 
neſs they ſo lately enjoyed—an Happineſs, 
alas! they are fated never more to know! 
If we conſider theſe unhappy Sufferers, 
my Brethren, in theſe calamitous Cir- 
cumſtances merely as Men and Fellow- 
Creatures, do we not, in their Suffer- 
ings, behold what might have been our 
own, and from which, or from equal 
Calamities, the Goodneſs of Providence 
alone, and not any Merit of ours, 
has hitherto happily preſerved us, their 
Fellow-mortals ?—If we conſider them as 
Fellow- ſubjects of the ſame common Em- 
pire, engaged in the ſame common Inte- 
reſts, in the ſame common Cauſe with 
out- 


to the Imitation of Chriftians. 


and a Regard to our own Tfiterefts, be- 
come for them moſt powerful and per- 
ſuaſive Advocates !—If we conſider them 
as Inhabitants of a Country, whoſe La- 
bours and whoſe valuable and uſtfül 
Commodities have long greatly contri- 
buted to the Afﬀluence; Grandeur 'afid 
Proſperity of many Inhabitants of this 
flouriſhing City, and opulent County, con- 
ſidered in this Light, they thence derive 
a lawful Demand for effectual Aſſiſtance 
and Relief on our Juſtice and our Grati- 
tude ! If we conſider them as ſuffering 
Chriſtians, and the acknowledged Bre- 
thren of our bleſſed Saviour, viewed in 
this Character, they are, by their late 
Misfortunes, become moſt ſtrictly, in a 
chriſtian Senſe, our Creditors, and in re- 
lieving them, we ſhall in the Sight of 
God be held as but diſcharging our law- 
ful Debts, for the truly wretched and 
diftreſt, he, as the great Proprietor of the 
Univerſe, conſiders the Creditors of the 
Rich and Affluent, on whom, for the 

* pro- 
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hs bo M. -promoting the common Happineſs of the | 
ns Rich and Poor, he hath heaped that ſu- 


-perfluous Abundance, which cannot bet- 
ter and more properly be applied by the 
favoured Poſſeſſors, than in removing all 
Diſtreſs, which God permits for trying 
the Humanity of ſome, and the chriſtian 
Patience of others ! 

If then, on this affeQing | and trying 
Occaſion, we would act with Propriety 
as Men, with Policy, as Members of a 
political Body, with Charity and Love, 
-as Chriſtians, we ſurely need no further 
Arguments to arouſe our Feelings, or 


render us active in that Work of Love 


to which we are ſo forcibly called ! But 
if we want the Spur of Example, to rouſe 
us to a generous Emulation in public 
Munificence and Works of Charity, I 
can point out to your Notice an Inſtance 
highly applicable to the preſent Occaſion. 
Turn your Eyes to a neighbouring 
Kingdom, allied to us in Blood, in all the 
deareſt Charities of human Life, and 


bound to us in one common Intereſt ! 


Recollect 
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Recollect how England acted when a 8 E a 


dreadful Calamity, ſent by the ſame 
overruling Hand, which inflicted this 
more recent one, ſeverely viſited a Nation 
of Strangers! The awful, and deſolating 
Earthquake of Liſbon, ſtill lives in the 
Memory of many of my preſent Hearers. 
—lIf the Recollection of that ſad Cataſ- 
trophe draws forth your ſtreaming Tears, 
how is this proper and chriſtian Sorrow 


ſoftened, by the Recollection of that truly 


chriſtian Conduct towards the then Sut- 
ferers, which diſtinguiſhed our Fellow- 
Subjects of England, on that mournful 
Occaſion of exerciſing their well-known 
national Humanity ? I preſume not, my 
Friends—indeed, 'tis needleſs—to apply 
the Example! 

May that God, who has with equal 
Wiſdom and Love, ordained theſe Suffer- 
ings and Afflictions of human Life, at 
once properly to exerciſe the Charity of 


—. 


1 


the Humane, and the chriſtian Patience 


of the Afflicted, may that gracious God 
grant, our ſuffering Brethren abroad may 
K 2 ſo 
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S ERM. ſd bear his late Viſttations, and that we, 
WY whom he has new preſented with an 

happy Opportunity of alleviating thefe 
Diſtreſſes, may ſo comfort our afflicted 
Brethren in their preſent Trial, that to 
us both, theſe Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
vidence may work out an eternal Weight 
of Glory Amen ! 
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SERMON VI. 


The Fx vir of the Sei Tr exemplified in 
the $POTLESS LIE of JESUS CHRIST. 


GALATIANS, v. 22, 23. 


The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Yoy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſt, Good» 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. 


ST. Paul is here drawing a Parallel be- 
tween the Nature of Man corrupt and 
unenlightened, ſunk in Ignorance, Su- 
perſtition, and Idolatry, together with 
thoſe various Impurities which character- 
iſed the Heathen World; between hu- 
man Nature in this deplorable State, and 
as it is, or ought to be, when improved 
by the holy Doctrine and divine Precepts 
of Chriſtianity! Moſt deteſtable is the 
Picture which he draws of the firſt!— 

PTY 8 8 10 Moſt 
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SERM. Moſt lovely and enticing is the Portrait, 
wy Which he has preſented us with of the 


latter! The Works of the Fleſh, he de- 
ſcribes to be, Adultery, Fornication, Un- 
cleanneſs, Laſerviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witch- 
craft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, 
Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Herefies, Envy- 
ings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings ! 
—But the Fruit of the Spirit he repre- 


- ſents under the Title of Love, Toy, 


Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goganeſs, 
Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance : againſt 
which (he pointedly adds) there is no 
Law! Amiable but no leſs juſt Charac- 
ter of Chriſtianity! A Character alſo, 
how admirably ſupported by its divine 
Author in his ſpotleſs Life! A Charac- 
ter how ſtrongly recommended, how very 
earneſtly enforced by him on all his true 
Followers! 

But let us not, with an unenquiring 
Faith, filently acquieſce in this Character 
attributed to Chriſt and his Religion! 
Let us impartially examine the Life of 
the one, and/the'Precepts of the other; 


r an 


exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt. 


an Examination which muſt. terminate 8 ER M. 
equally to the. Honour of them, and to ww 


the Profit and Improvement of ourſelves ! 
Let us, as the Apoſtle himſelf direQs, try 
every Spirit, whether it be indeed of God, 
and having once found it ſuch, let us, by 
a natural Conſequence, implicitly ſubmit 
to its unerring Deciſions, and rigorouſly 
execute its Commands ! Since, if we are 
directed by Scripture to prove all Things, 
we are alſo enjoined. by the ſame Autho- 
rity, no leſs fo hold faſt that which is 
good! = 

Theſe amiable Qualities then, which 
the Apoſtle has ſo properly aſſerted to be 
the Fruit of the Spirit, or Characteriſties 
of Chriſtianity, doubtleſs eminently ſhone 
forth in the Life, Precepts and Actions, 
of its divine Author, as a ſhort Survey 
of his amiable and holy Life will moſt 
abundantly convince us! 

To begin then, with the firſt Attribute 
of the Spirit, which is Love! But amongſt 
ſo many illuſtrious Proofs of it, which 


mark the Steps and every Action of our 
bleſſed 
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GREG bleſſed Sa viour, which ſhall I feleR, juſtly 
3 heſitating amidft ſuch a vaſt Variety 7 


What ſhall Icall his Deſccnt from Heaven, 
his Aſſumption of our Natue, and his Re- 
ſidence on Earth ? Shall I call it Conde- 
fcenfion, Love, unbounded Benevolence, 
or an amazing Union of them all? We 
indeed, imperfect Creatures in Language, 
as in every Fhing elſe, can expreſs it no 
better! But can theſe Words convey the 
Whole of what we feel, when we behold 
him, whom the Heaven of Heavens could 
not contain, graciouſly deſcending from 
all his Glory, to this little Spot of Earth, 
the Habitation 'of the loweſt of all his 
Creatures? Him, whom the brighteſt 
Glories of the Eternal encircled, laid in 
an humble Manger, and wrapt in ſwad- 


ling Cloaths ! Him, before whom Angels 


and Arch-angels, Cherubims and Sera- 
phims, fall proſtrate in humble Adoration, 
condeſcending to. dwell amongſt us, Chil- 
dren of the Duſt and Brothers of the 
Worm, ſubject to all our Wants, Weak- 


neſs, and Infirmities, Sin only excepted ! 


View 


exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt. 
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View him now entering upon his graci- SE RM, 
ous and important Office! See him heal Ly 


ing every Diſeaſe, removing every Mala- 
dy, and; reſtoring every injured; Power 
both of Soul and Body ! Behold him, re- 
gardleſs of every Convenience to himſelf, 
careleſs of every Danger, going about, as 
the Apoſtle fitly expreſſes it, doing good / 


Hear the Deſcription, which he gives of 


himſelf, anſwering the Enquiries of 
John's Diſciples! The Blind receive their 
Sight, the Lame walk, the Lepers are 
cleanſed, and the Deaf bear, the Dead are 


raifed up, and the Poor have the Gojpel , | 


preached unto them — And now, behold 
on Mount Calvary, the laſt tranſcendent 
Proof, which crowned: this great Aﬀec- 
tion to his, at that Time, loſt and ruined 
Creatures! Vicw him there with the 
Eyes of Faith, Love, and Gratitude, nail- 
ed to the Croſs, and expiring in the bit- 
tereſt Agomes! Afk we now the Cauſe 
of this affecting Scene? This Man had 
dana Nothing amiſs ! But it was neceſ- 
ſary, as the High Prieſt, unconſcious. of 

the 
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the prophetic Spirit, declared, that © one 
Man ſhould die for the Sins of us all!“ 
and his Love, his unbounded Love, of- 
fered up his precious Life, the propitia- 
tory Sacrifice |! 


The next Quality of the Spirit which 


the Apoſtle enumerates is Foy; by which 
Word we are not to underſtand that 
which commonly paſſes under this Appel- 
lation ! The Paſſion here mentioned is 
not, by any Means, that ſudden Phrenſy 
of the Soul exulting in ſome newly-diſ- 
covered Advantage, or in the unexpected 
Acquiſition of ſome much. deſired Object 
No! Tis that calm and pleaſing Serenity 
of Soul, which the truly Righteous feel 
in diſcharging their own Duty, and in 
beholding others equally diligent in per- 
forming theirs! In this Senſe of the Word, 
our Saviour muſt appear a bright Exam- 
ple of religious Joy ! Hear what he ſays 
himſelf, My Meat is to do the Will of him 


who ſent me, and to finiſh his Work That 


is, To me, to diſcharge the Will of my 
Father, to execute his Commands, to 


preach 
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preach the Goſpel, to inſtruct the Igno- 8 * 
rant, to reclaim Mankind, to refine and — 


improve their Nature, to point out more 
clearly their Duty, and reconcile them to 
Heaven.— The Performance of this, to 
which I have been appointed, is to me as 
neceſſary and refreſhing, adminiſters as 
real Pleaſure, Joy, and true Delight, as 
the exhauſted Powers of human Nature 


feel in receiving neceſſary Refreſhment! 
And that this is the proper Senſe of the 


Joy here commended by the Apoſtle, we 
may collect, from the Goſpel of St. Luke, 
the only Evangeliſt, who records our Sa- 
viour's having felt this Paſſion ! When the 
ſeventy Diſciples return from diſcharging 
their Commiſſion, which they performed 
with ſuch Sincerity of Heart, and in a 
Manner ſo acceptable to God, that, as 


they relate with Joy, the very Devils 


were made ſubjet to them, immedi- 
ately the Evangeliſt adds, In that Hour 
Jeſus rejoiced in Spirit | He felt uncom- 
mon Delight in beholding them thus dili- 
gent in their Calling, and chearfully per- 


forming 
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forming their Duty with ſuch commenda- 


ble Zeal and Sincerity. 


The third Quality of the Spirit, which we 
are to conſider, is Peace, a Quality, which 
ſurely well became him, who was ſo juſtly 
ſtyled the Prince of Peace, and whoſe King- 
dom the Prophet ſo very juſtly deſcribes 
in theſe Words: Then, ſays he, ſpeak- 
ing of the Times of the Meſſiah, hall 
Judgment dwell in the Wilderneſs, and 
Righteouſneſs remain on the Earth be 
Wark of Righteaujneſs ſhall then be Peace, 
Duvetneſs, and Afſurence for ever! My 
People then ſhall dwell in peaceable Habita- 
tons, and in quiet reſting Places! Then 
ſhall the Wolf dwell: with the Lamb, and 
the Leopard lie down with the Kid, and the 
young Lion aud the Fathng together, and a 
little Child ſball lead them! They ſhall not 
hurt, nor deſtroy in my boly Mountain, ſaith 
the Lord !—A Prophecy, whoſe beauti- 
ful and metaphorical Language moſt apt- 
ly repreſents the peaceful and inoffenſive 
Life and Religion of our bleſſed Lord, 
which ſo well agreed with the Character 

of 


exemplified in Feſus Cbriſt. 


ful Contraſt, do the Life and Religion 
of our Saviour form, even in this Reſpect, 
with thoſe of the pretended Prophet of 
the Eaſt.— Here, in the Prince of Peace, 
the Meſſenger of Reconciliation, and 
Pardon, on the moſt equitable Conditi- 
ons, offered through his Mediation to 
loſt and wretched Sinners; in him, the 
meek and bleſſed Jefus, you behold no 
bloody and ambitions Genius, rifing from 
Obſcurity by a Variety of Crimes to a 
guilty Eminence! Here you behold no 
lawleſs Ravager, proclaiming a new and 
ſenſual Religion, amidft the hoſtile Clan- 
gor of the Trumpet, or the unpeaceful 
Alarms of the Drum! Here you behold 
no inhuman Tyrant, ſowing a new Faith 
in the Blood of the conquered ! Or depo- 
pulating Countries, in order to advance 
his own Authority and Forgeries! No! 
The bleſſed Saviour came, as he himſelf 
gractouſly expreſſes it, to ſave Men's 
Lives, not to deſtroy them | He wielded 
not the enfanguined Sword, but held 
forth 
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* forth to all, even to his Enemies, the 

Olive Branch, the ſacred Emblem of 
Peace! He addreſſed not the ignoble Paſſi- 
ons of Fear, Avarice, or Ambition ! He 
wrought a Change on the Life, on the 
Heart, by the amiable Effety, of Love 

and Gratitude ! He propoſed not worldly 
Laurels to his Followers, but“ an eternal 
Weight of Glory reſerved in the Heavens! 
Nor would he, even to ſave his own 
Life, accept the Service of the Sword, 
yielding up Life itſelf, rather than vio- 
late his Character, or even by a neceſſary 
and a juſtifiable Violence, diſcountenance 
that Peace, which he preached and prac- 
tiſed ! 

We come now to the fourth Quality at- 
tributed to the Spirit, which is Long-ſuf- 
Jering! And where can we find ſo bright 
an Example of it, as in our Saviour! 
Examine his Situation, both private and 
public, and confeſs never was Man ſo 
tried, never did Man ſo bear with the 
Infirmities, the Paſſions, the Depravity 
of Mankind! In the very firſt Entrance 


on 
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on his holy Office, he had to encounter s ERM. 


the Malice and Envy of his reputed Bre- 
thren! Add to this, the Contempt and 
Scorn with which he was rejected by ſuch 
of the Jews, as were more immediately ac- 
quainted with the Place of his Birth ! 
Is not this, ſay they in Deriſion, the Son 
of the Carpenter ? Yet, mark how pati- 
ently he bears this ignominious Treat- 
ment! He reſolves the Ingratitude of 
their Behaviour into a weak Prejudice 
common to Mankind! 4 Prophet, ſays 
he, is not without Honour, ſave in his own 
Country ! How was his Patience alſo put 
to the Trial, by the Infirmities and Paſſi- 
ons of thoſe very Men he had choſen for 
his more immediate Companions ? How 
often did his Diſciples grieve him with 
their worldly Diſpoſitions, their ambiti- 
. ous Hopes, their carnal Hearts, their vain 
and fooliſh Envyings and Emulations 
amongſt one another ! And abroad, 
amongſt the Jews at large, how was he 


perſecuted by the Malice of the Prieſts 


and chief Rulers; with the Prejudices 


of 
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of their different Sets; with their groſs 
Corruption of Religion; with their vain 
and often ſinful Traditions; and, in ge- 


- neral, with the Blindneſs and Stubborn- 


neſs of the whole Nation ? Yet, his Long- 
ſuffering was Proof againſt all theſe Tri- 
als, and not one haſty Word eſcaped the 
Lips of divine Patience 


_ Gentleneſs, is the fifth Quality of the 


Spirit: a Quality moſt remarkable in our 
Saviour: A Quality diſcovering itſelf in 
all his Actions, in all his Words. With 
what gentle Perſuaſion do we find him 
inſtructing his Hearers, at once calming, 
yet ſubduing their unruly Paſſions, bear- 
ing with, yet removing their Prejudices! 
Well did the Prophet deſcribe him in 
theſe beautiful Words: Behold, my Ser- 
vant, whom I up bold, mine Eleft in whom 
my Soul delighteth! I have put my Spirit 
upon him] He ſhall not cry, nor liſt up. 
nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in the Street! 
A bruiſed Reed he ſhall not break, and the 
ſmoking Flax be ſhall not quench ! Juſt De- 
ſcription, and how literally fulfilled ! No 

| Per- 
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Perverſeneſs, no Inſolence, no Ingrati- 8 on M. 
tude of that moſt obſtinate People, the 


Jews, could diſcompoſe his gentle Diſpo- 
ſition! Examine his Life, and ſee if this 
Account is exaggerated ! Behold him, af- 
ter having manifeſted, at once, his Divi- 
nity and Compaſſion amongſt the Ger- 
geſenes, treated with the blackeſt Ingra- 
titude, and the greateſt Inſult! The Ger- 
geſenes, far from acknowledging the great 
Honour done them by his Preſence ; far 
from feeling the natural Effects of Gra- 
titude, ungratefully and ſtupidly deſire 
him to depart out of their Coaſts! His 
gentle Nature reſents not this infatuated 
Conduct, but ſilently compaſſionating 
their Blindneſs, he yields to their Re- 
queſt! Obſerve him, when the Phariſees, 
thoſe remarkable Hypocrites, upbraid 
him with frequenting the Company 
of Publicans and Sinners, he retorts not 


upon them, which, yet, Juſtice fully per- 


mitted, the Guilt which they imputed to 


others; but admitting their Objection, 
with his uſual Gentleneſs he condeſcends 
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SERM. to explain his Conduct! They that art 

— whole, ſays he, need not a Phyfician, but 
they who are fick; and if they are ſuch 
Sinners as you repreſent them, they are 
the more entitled to my Aſſiſtance! For, 
T came to call not the Righteous, but Sin- 
ners to Repentance ! Laſtly, when reject- 
ed by the ungrateful Samaritans, and re- 
fuſed even the common Rights of Hoſpi- 
tality in their City, far from complying 
with the miſtaken Zeal of John and 
James, requeſting him to deſtroy this 
People with Fire from Heaven, he mildly 
anſwers, Ye know not of what Manner of 
Spirit ye are! My Spirit rejects ſuch 
violent Meaſures ; I ſeek to gain Man- 
kind by the mild Attempts of Perſuaſion 
and Gentleneſs! Revenge and Cruelty 
are utterly incompatible with the Spirit 
of my Religion! Mildneſs and Gentleneſs 
muſt adorn the Sons of Light ! 

And now, as to the ſixth Quality of the 
Spirit, Goodneſs, (by which Word we 
are to underſtand Integrity, Holineſs and 
Virtue) if we would behold it in Perfec- 


tion, 


exemplified in Feſus Chrif. 
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tion, we muſt turn our Eyes to him who SERM. 


was Goodneſs itſelf! Behold in our Sa- 


5 * 
* 5 


viour a perfect Pattern for Imitation, a 


ſtrict Obſervance of every Duty, of every 
Obligation ! Hear even the Teſtimonies 
of Enemies in his Favour ; even the Jews, 
ſtruck with the irreſiſtible Conviction of 
his ſpotleſs Life, exclaimed as it were 
involuntarily, He hath done all Things 
well | Hear the Deciſion of his Judge af- 
ter the Exertion of every Art by his Ene- 
mies to miſrepreſent him! Ne have brought 
this Man unto ine, ſays Pilate, as one that 
perverteth the People, and behold I having 
examined him before you, have found no Fault 
in Bim] Hear alſo the Confeſſion of the 
penitent Thief! This Man has done nothing 
amiſs ! Hear alſo the impartial Deciſion of 
the uninſtructed Centurion! Truly, this 
was the Son of God! Above all, liften to 
the Teſtimony of God himſelf! This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed! And 
now, ſurely we may attribute Goodneſs 


in the extreme Degree to him who thus 


Julfilled all Righteouſneſs! Whom the 
L 2 Apoſtle 
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SERM. Apoſtle ſtiles, holy, harmleſs, unde efiled, 


ww Separate from Sinners! Whom he aſſerts in 
all Things to have been tempted as his 
Brethren, yet without Sin! 

The ſeventh Attribute of the Spirit is 


Faith, by which is meant an humble 


Submiſſion to the Will and Authority of 
God, in every Thing we are convinced is 


his particular Declaration, together with 


a firm Reliance on his Providence! And 
this Fruit of the Spirit was eminently con- 
ſpicuous in the great Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith ! Can we read the Hiſtory 
of his Temptation, and doubt his having 
Tet us in this Reſpe& the moſt perfect Ex- 
ample! and in his laſt trying Hour, when, 
in the Infirmity of his human Nature, he 
Felt the ſevereſt Pangs that ever agitated 
the human Frame, when large Drops of 
Blood diſtilled from his ſacred Body, even 
then, we behold his Submiſſion to the 
Will of God! Human Nature indeed 
made him ſhrink back from the extreme 
Bitterneſs of the Cup which he was about 
tc drink, but Faith did not allow him to 


turn 


exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt. 


turn aſide his Head from the nauſeous 
Draught! Human Nature, it is true, ex- 


torted from him that natural Wiſh, F it 


be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me; but 
Faith, with ſtrict Propriety, immediately 
added, Nevertheleſs, not my Will, O Father, 
but thine be done | 

The eighth Attribute of the Spirit is 
Meekneſs! and ſurely, in our Saviour, 
we may behold the very Perfection of this 
Virtue! He was oppreſſed and be was 4 
fucked, he was brought as a Lamb to the 
Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her $hearers 
is dumb, ſo he opened not his | Mouth. 
_ Gentle, unreſiſting, patient, meek, he gave 
his Back to the Smiters, his Cheeks to them 
who plucked off the Hair, and turned not 
his Face from Shame and Spitting ! Anger, 
Reſentment, dwelt not in his Breaſt, nor 
was any boiſterous Paſſion an Inmate of 
his Boſom! And well might he exhort 
us to learn of him, for he, indeed, was 
meek and lowly of Heart ! But above all, 


in his cruel Trial before. the High Prieſt, 


when, contrary to all Laws, unarmed and 
| | a Pri- 
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SERM. a Priſoner, he was ſtruck by one of the 

3 Officers, ſtill governing his Temper, and 

x undiſturbed by unruly Paſſion, he calmly 
expoſtulates—1f I have done Evil, bear 
Witneſs. of the Evil; if well, why ſmiteſt 


thou me ? 
The laſt Attribute of the Spirit is 
"© Temperance——and on this, very few 


Words are neceſfary ! For allowing thoſe 
former Qualities of the Spirit to have 
been eminently poſſeſſed by our Saviour, 
then the Poſſeſiion of this muſt by a na- 
tural Conſequence be allowed him, ſince 
on this Quality depend all the former ! 
Temperance, as the Word expreſſes, is 
the Command of ourſelves and Paſſions ! 
Whoever, therefore, is exemplary in every 
other Virtue, muſt be exemplary in this 
Therefore, we may and muſt attribute 
this Quality in an eminent Degree, to him 
who never once deviated from the Rules 
of Perfection, who was found righteous 
in all his Ways, and holy in all bis Works ! A 
Lamb without $ pot, without Blemiſh, a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice, acceptable unto God! 
Thus 


exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt : 
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Thus have we ſeen how exactly theſe 8 ER M 


Qualities, enumerated in my Text, deli- 
neate the holy and perfect Character of 
our Saviour! It remains that I ſhew that 
this Fruit of the Spirit is the Character- 
iſtic of Chriſtianity, that it compriſes in 
a few Words, the indiſpenſable Requiſites 
in a Chriſtian! 

But the Time not allowing me to pro- 
ceed on ſo copious a Subject, I muſt defer 
this Attempt until another Opportunity ! 
At preſent, however, we may draw ſome 
uſeful Inferences from what has been 
already faid ! And in the firft Place, let 
us aſk ourſelves what Impreſſion has 
this amiable Character of our Saviour 
made upon our Hearts? Has his Love 
melted us into Tenderneſs and Grati- 
tude ! Has the Joy which he expreſſed in 
doing the Will of his heavenly Father, 
cauſed us to bluſh at our own ſhameful 
Remiſſneſs in the Performance of this 
Will of God, to whom we owe fo many 
inexpreſſible Obligations! Has the Plea- 
ſure which Chriſt felt in beholding hu- 

man 
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S ERM. man Nature riſing from Corruption to 


its original Purity, excited in. us an car- 
neſt Wiſh to behold, and a firm Reſolu- 
tion to promote this neceſſary Change in 
ourſelves and others! Has his Long-ſuf- 
fering, his patient enduring with the 
Follies, the Imperfections of the Jews, 
at once ſtruck us with Shame at our own 
Impatience, and at the ſame Time, im- 
preſſed us with a lively Conviction, how 
indiſpenſable a Duty it is, in ſuch imper- 
fect Creatures as we all are, to bear with 
one another! Has his peaceable Tem- 
per diſpoſed our Souls to Harmony, and 
inſpired us with a true Reliſh for this' 
heavenly Diſpoſition ? Has it made us 
deſpiſe all our little Diſputes, about ſuch 
little Trifles, as excite ſuch unnatural 
Quarrels amongſt Perſons related in the 
neareſt Degree, by the common Bleflings 
of Creation, Redemption and Sanctifica- 
tion? Has his Gentleneſs of Manners, 
his Mildneſs, repreſented theſe Qualities 
in a ſtill more amiable Light, by the ad- 
ditional Luſtre which he imparted to 
1 them? 


exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt. 
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them ? Has it made us abhor all Fierce- 8 EN. 
neſs of Diſpoſition, and with thoroughly 


to renounce every rude and boiſterous 


Paſſion? Has his Goodneſs, his perfet ' 


Virtue, inſpired us with the truly Chriſ- 
tian Deſire to be pure, even as he ts pure, to 
reſpe& our Bodies, the Temple of the living 
God, our Souls, the Image of the Deity, 
and therefore to ſanctify both to the Ho- 
nour and Service of the benevolent Be- 
ſtower! Has his Reliance on God in 


every Trial, convinced us of the great 


Propriety of ſuch a reſigned Behaviour ? 
Has it made us reſolve chearfully to ſub- 
mit henceforward to every Diſpenſation 
of Providence, knowing, and firmly con- 
vinced, that out of ſeeming Evil the Lord 
is able, and often intends, to produce 
a real Good ? Has it made us reſolve to 
receive his Revelations (having proved 
them to be his!) with an humble Ac- 
quieſcence in their 'Truth and Certainty ? 
Has it made us reſolve to deſpiſe all 
Shame, and every Trial, for the Goſpel's 
Sake, and to let nothing ſeparate us from 
| 7he 
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SERM. the Love of Chriſt, but chearfully to look 


forward to his Promiſes, knowing that 
the Lord is not a Man that he ſhould re- 
pent, that with him there is no Variable- 
neſs or Shadow of Turning, and that be is 
faithful who has promiſed ! Has his Meck- 
neſs convinced us, what is the great 
Ornament of a Chriſtian, an humble, 
mild, and compoſed Temper of Mind ! 
Laſtly, has his Temperance, the exact 
Diſcipline he exerciſed over his Paſſions, 
taught us the great Neceſſity of it, and 
excited in us an earneſt Deſire to obtain 
this important Command over ourſelves, 
being aſſured, that this is the only Foun- 
dation on which we can poſſibly erect 
that goodly and fair Structure of Love, 
Toy and Peace /! 

If then, my Brethren, we have felt 
theſe holy Impreſſions, if we have formed 
theſe commendable Reſolutions, we have 
indeed done well! Yet one Thing lack 
we ſtill To realiſe them! And knowing 
our own Weakneſs, our Inability to per- 
form this good Work, let us take the 
DD | Advice 
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Advice of our Saviour, and requeſt the 8 E RM. 
Power of performing what we have wiſe- 3 
ly reſolved, from him, who promiſes, 6%>”©® 
when we aſk properly, to give, when we 

ſeek with Zeal and Grace, that we ſhall 

find, and that when we knock with 

Faith and Humility at the Door of Grace, 

that it ſhall be opened unto us ! Let us be- 

ſeech him, the Author and Giver of every 
Bleſſing, to pour forth his holy Spirit upon 

our Souls, that thus we may be enabled 

to fulfil thoſe excellent Reſolutions, 

with which he has now gracioufly in- 

{pired us 
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SERMON VII. 


The Fx vir of the SpriRIT the RE UI 


SITES in a TRUE CHRISTIAN. 


GALATIANS, V. 22, 23. 


The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Meekneſs, T. emperance. 


In the preceding Diſcourſe on theſe 
Words, I endeavoured to ſhew how exactly 
theſe Qualities enumerated in my Text, 
delineate the holy and perfect Character of 
our Saviour! It remains now, that I at- 
tempt to ſhew, that this Fruit of the 
Spirit is the true Characteriſtic of Chriſt- 
ianity; that it contains the indiſpenſable 
Requiſites in a Chriſtian ! 
CE” And 


- The Fruit of the Spirit, &c. 


the Spirit is required by God in every ſin- 
cere Chriſtian ! If Love, Toy, Peace, be 
the Characteriſtic of this divine Law-giver, 
then muſt they have been enjoined by him 
to his Followers, and this by a natural 
Conſequence ! This 1s the very Argument 
of the Apoſtle, if the firſt Fruit be holy, 
then muſt the Lump be holy If the Root be 
holy, then muſt the Branches be ſo! If Chriſt, 
our Head, approved and practiſed theſe 
Virtues, then muſt he require the Prac- 
tice of them in his Followers! If Chriſt, 
our Head, was thus exemplary, then muſt 
we his Members be ſo, though, from our 
numerous Infirmities, in an infinitely leſs 
Degree ! But, concluſive as is this Argu- 
ment, we need not reſt our Proof upon 
it alone. Let us, as our divine Teacher 
commands, ſearch the Scriptures, and we 
ſhall find them in every Page recommend- 
ing, illuſtrating, and enforcing the Na- 
ture and Practice of theſe chriſtian 
Virtues ! 


Liſten 
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but concluſive Proof, that this Fruit of 
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8 — Behold, ſays the Pſalmiſt, how good and 


pleaſant a Thing it is to dwell together in 
Unity ! Obſerve how ftrongly it is en- 
forced by our Saviour, Te have heard, 
ſays he, that it has been ſaid, thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour and hate thine Enemy |! 
But, I ſay unto you, love your Enemies, 
bleſs them which curſe you, do Good to them 
which hate you, and pray for them which 
deſpitefully uſe and perſecute you ! This 
Temper of Mind hath he made the pecu- 
liar Badge of his Diſciples! By this, ſays 
he, ſhall all Men know ye are my Diſciples, 
ye have Love one for another ! This alſo 
hath he made the expreſs Condition of 
our receiving Pardon from God: When 
ye ſtand praying, forgive if ye have ought 
againſt any, that your Father which is in 
Heaven may forgive you your Treſpaſſes ! 
How earneſtly does St. Paul recommend 
this divine Temper : Let Love be with- 
coul Diſſimulation, be kindly offeftioned one 
to another, with brotherly Love, in Honour 
preferring one another | How elegantly 
does 
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does he include almoſt every Duty of the 8 E RM. 
ſecond Table under this one, where ſum- ag 
ming up moſt of the Duties which be- | 
long to it, he affirms that Love compre- 
hendeth them all! “ He that loveth hath 
« fulfilled the Law; for this, Thou ſhalt 
© not kill; Thou ſhalt not ſteal; Thou 
« ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy 
« Neighbour ; Thou ſhalt not covet, and 
jf there be any other Commandment, 
« it is briefly comprehended iti this ſaying, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy- 
« ſelf, for Love worketh no III!“ But 
above all, moſt powerfully are we ex- 
horted to this pleaſing Duty by the be- 
loved Diſciple ! For what ſtronger Argu- 
ments can on this Subject be produced, 
than are repeatedly urged, and ſtill in new 
Lights, by St. John? Till we are perfect 
in this Virtue, he hath demonſtrated the 
Impoſſibility of our really loving God! 
« If a Man ſay I love God, and hateth 
% his Brother, he is a Liar; for he that 
“ loveth not his Brother whom he hath 
* ſeen, how can he love God whom he 
« hath 
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| GERM. * hath not ſeen!” And what, to a gene- 
x Tous Diſpoſition, can be a more painful 
Thought, than to find himſelf deficient 
in Love, Gratitude and Affection to the 
firſt and beſt of Beings, and from whom 
'he has received, and continues to receive, 
- *Bleflings ſo innumerable and ſo invalu- 
able! Surely in every Heart, not entirely 
loſt to every virtuous, every noble Senti- 
ment, this Thought muſt at once light up 
the holy Flame of divine Love, muſt 
make every Faculty of the Soul aſcend in 
pious Hymns of Praiſe; Thankſgiving and 
Adoration, ſo many ' grateful Sacrifices 
to the Deity, and at the ſame Time kin- 

dle the univerſal Flame of chriſtian Cha- 
rity, and thus accompliſh the Prayers of 
Angels, whoſe almoſt unlimited Under- 
ſtanding could not inftrut them, nor 
their pure Affection incline them, to point 
out to Mortals a ſurer Path to Happineſs, 
than that contained in the benevolent 
Wiſh expreſſed in their divine Hymn re- 
corded by St. Luke: “ Glory be to God 
on high, on Earth, Peace, good Will, 


«© amongſt 
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„ amongſt Men” And in another Part SF R M. 


of his Epiſtle, how forcibly does St. John 
excite us to this Virtue, by the powerful 
Effects of an holy Ambition, aſſuring us 
that no one Quality bears ſo near a Re- 
ſemblanee to the Deity, as univerſal Love, 
which he affirms, renders us the Children 
of God: © Beloved, let us love one ano- 
« ther, for Love is of God, and every 
* one that loveth, is born of God au 
«© knoweth God!“ 

How ſtrongly, alſo, do the ſame Scrip- 
tures recommend religious Foy? How 
often does the holy Pſalmift/ expreſs his 
Senſe of the divine Favours, his Delight 
in the Law of God, the Pleaſure he felt 
in religious Acts, in religious Company? 
How often does he expreſs the proper 
Senſe of theſe Things, in ſacred Rhapſo- 
dies of religious Joy and devout Exulta- 
tion ? © Thou haſt poured Gladneſs into my 
cc Heart; more than in the Time that their 
* Corn and Wine, and Oil inereaſed! Be 
glad inthe Lord, ye Righteous; rejoice and 
N — 11 Joy, all ye that are upright of 
| M „Heart! 


VII. 
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VII. 


V joyful Noiſe unto God, for Praiſe is come- 


ly for the Upright!“ And not only does 
he rejoice in the Performance of his own 
Duty, he likewiſe thus properly expreſſes 
the Pleaſure he felt in beholding others 
diligent in performing theirs! © Mine Eyes 
« ſhall be upon the Faithful in the Land, 
« that they maydwellwith me, and he that 
£. walketh in a perfect Way ſhall ſerve me! 
And in the ſame Manner St. Paul declares 
to the Theſſalonians, the Joy which filled his 
Heart whilſt he obſerved their ſtrict Com- 
pliance with the Precepts of the Goſpel ! 
% For what,” ſays he,“ is our Hope, our 


e Joy, our Crown of rejoicing ? Are not 


4 even ye in the Preſence of our Lord 
jeſus Chriſt at his Coming ? For ye are 
% our Glory and our Joy! Now,” ſays 
he, „ we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the 
& Lord! For what Thanks can we ren- 
« der to God again for you, for all the 


e Joy wherewith we joy for your Sakes 
before God !”-—And in his Epiſtle to 
the Philippians, after exhorting them to 


imitate 
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Join this Virtue: * Rejoice in the Lord 
« always, and again, I ſay, rejoice !“ 

And what, my Brethren, ſhall we ſay 
of Peace? Do the Scriptures recom- 
mend it? Doubtleſs, and in the moſt 
earneſt Manner! On this Virtue our Sa- 
viour, in his divine Sermon on the Mount, 
pronounced one of his Beatitudes : Bleſj- 
ed are the Peace-makers,' for they ſhall be 
called the Children of God This alſo was 
the gracious Legacy he bequeathed his 


beloved Diſciples, previous to his Cruci- 


fixion and Death: © Not as the World 
« giveth,” did he give unto them; he 
beſtowed not on them Riches, Honours, 
Pleaſures! He inveſted them not with 
' worldly Power or Diſtinction! He did not 
preſent them with Crowns and Sceptres ! 
No! He loved them better than thus to 
mock them with imaginary Happineſs ! 
He might have beſtowed on them 'theſe 
- envied Objects of the Worldly and-Ig- 
: norant, and they might ſtill have wanted 
real Happineſs! He gave them what en- 

M2 ſured 
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SER. * fured it—His own Peace ! This, alſo, 
nas his peculiar and fayourite Saluta- 
tion to them after his Reſurrection ! 
& Peace be to you!” To this alſo, St. 
Paul alludes, when he carneſtly exhorts 
the Coloſſians to © let the Peace of God 
c rule in their Hearts, to which” he tells 
them, © they were called !” And amongſt 
thoſe moſt excellent Admonitions which 
he gives the . Theſſalonians, he forgets 
not to entreat them, © to be of a quiet 
« Mind, and to be patient towards all 
„Men!“ And though in another Paſ- 
fage of this Epiſtle, he allows, indeed, the 
extreme Difficulty of perfectly practiſing 
this Virtue, in ſo corrupt and ill- natured 
a World, ſtill whilſt he admits the Diffi- 
culty, he inſiſts on the Neceſſity of prac- 
tiſing 1it— If it be poſſible, as much as 
 * heth1n ye, live peaceably with all Men!” 
Nor are the Scriptures lefs careful 

to inculcate the Virtue of Long: ſuſfer- 
ing Indeed the Severity, (as modern 
Times would ſtyle it) the Severity of what 
they enjoin in this reſpect, is no longer 
neceſſary. 
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neceſſary. It is no longer neceſſary to 8 E R ME. 
deny Father and Mother, to ſacrifice 
Character, Poſſeſſions, nay Life itſelf, 
for the Sake of the Goſpel! Perſecu- 
tion, God be praiſed, no longer attends 
a firm Confeſſion of the Goſpel, but ftill 
the Profeſſion of a zealous Chriſtian muſt 
be allowed, in many Reſpects, to be in 
this World a State of Suffering! they 
who, in this corrupt Age, «© wiſh to live 
« podly in Chriſt Jeſus,” doubtleſs muſt 
ſtill expect to ſuffer—They ſtill, like the 
early Chriſtians and firſt Martyrs to Chriſ- 
tianity, muſt expect often to have Evil 
returned them for their Good, ſtill ſhall 
they find Envy ready to malign and miſ- 
repreſent them Malice ftill ſhall aſperſe 
their faireſt Character, and Ipjuſtice in- 
vade their Property! And, notwithſtand- 
ing their utmoſt Endeavours to obey 
the Apoſtle's Injunction by being ſingu- 
larly upright to prevent their Good from 
being evil-fpoken of, ſtill they ſhall find 
this unjuſt Return often their undeſerved 
Reward for abounding in Juſtice, Tempe- 
rance, Benevolence, Mercy, Love, and 
all 
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VII. 
properly, therefore, do the Scriptures ex- 
hort and encourage us to become perfect 
in Long-ſuffering! St. Paul exhorts the 
Epheſians to“ walk worthy of their high 
« Vocation,” in order to which, he in- 
forms them of the Neceſſity incumbent. 
on all Chriſtians, to © forbear one ano- 
« ther in Love with Long-ſuffering.” 
That is, not to content themſelves with 
a few Inſtances of Patience and chriſtian 
Forbearance, but to practiſe them in their 
fulleſt Extent on every proper Occaſion ! 
Above all, St. James is moſt copious on 
this Subject“ Be ye then,” ſays he, 
«© patient, even as the Huſbandman 
« waiteth for the precious Fruits of the 
« Earth, and hath long Patience for it, 
«© until he receive the early and the lat- 
de ter Rain! Take, my Brethren, the 
Prophets who have ſpoken in the Name 
of the Lord, as an Example of Suffering 
and of Patience.” And as an Encou- 
ragement, he propoſes to them the Ex- 
ample of Job, and the happy — 
0 
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of all his Sufferings—* Ye have heard REST 
« of the Patience of Job, and have ſeen 


« the End of the Lord, that the Lord is 
« very pitiful, and of tender Mercy!“ 

Nor is Gentleneſt forgotten amongſt the 
divine Precepts of Scripture ! The Pfal- 
miſt deſcribes this amiable Temper of 
Mind under the very beautiful Image of 
an Infant, by its Nature incapable of any 
Thing violent, fierce or (cruel. After 
mentioning the Malice and Fury of his 
Enemies, he adds, that as for him, “ He 
« kept himſelf as a Child, even as a 
Child that is weaned from its Mother!“ 
That is, he had adopted the ſame Meek- 
neſs and Gentleneſs of Diſpoſition; 


which amiable Temper the Apoſtle re- 


commends, when he exhorts us, To 
« condeſcend to Men of low Eſtate, and 
* not to be high-minded, but fear;" 
commanding that, © Nothing be done 
„through Strife and Contention, but 

© all in Lowlineſs of Mind!” 
As to Goodneſs, we cannot ſuppoſe 
the Scriptures ſilent, ſince St. Paul affirms 
them 
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SERM. them able to make Men wiſe unto Sabvation! 
— But in vain would he have aſſerted this of 


them, did they fail to recommend Good- 

neſs, Holineſs and Virtue, ſince without 
Holineſs no Man fhall ſee the Lord — And, 
indeed, Exhortations to Singleneſs of 


Heart and true Righteouſneſs are plenti- 


fully ſown in theſe Books of Life]! Our 
Saviour has ordered us to be perfect, even 
es our Father which is in Heaven is perfect. 
—St. Peter uſes the ſame Argument, 
where pointing out the approaching End 
of all Things, he exhorts them to Holi- 
tieſs on this Ground, that he wo called 
them was holy.—And St. Paul goes yet far- 
ther, inſiſting not only on Virtue in the 


Theſſalonians, but even on their abſtain- 


mg, and that in Things lawful, from 
what might catry the Appearance of 
Evil! 

Faith alſo is largely treated of in the 
ſacred Writings, and in many Paſſages is 
highly praiſed! But in none is it more 
clearly defined, or more ſtrongly recom- 
mended than in the Epiſtle to the He- 


brews ! 
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brews! Faith, the Apoſtle there ſays, is 8 ERM. 


VII 


the Subflance of Things boped for; the Eui -- 


dence of Things not ſeth { That is, where 
Reafon aſſures us the Revelation came 
from God, there Faith gives us as great 
a Certainty of the Thing revealed, as if 
1t were ſubje to the Examination of our 
Senſes and Underſtanding—and therefore 
he adds, without Faith it ts impoſſible 10 
pleaſe God ! 

But above all theſe Virtues is AMee4- 
neſs commended! The Scriptures aſſures 
us, that © a meek Spirit is of great Price 
ce jn the Sight of God'—and, indeed, if 
we conſider to whom the oppoſite Spirit 
belongs, we cannot doubt it.—The Want 
of Meekneſs muſt proceed from exceſſive 
Pride, a Thing moſt hateful in the Sight 
of God, whom Scripture repreſents, as 
« refifting the Proud, and giving Grace 
« to the Humble and Meek,” to whom 
even in this Life, a peculiar Inheritance 1s 
promiſed ! * Bleſſed are the Meek, for 
“e they ſhall inherit the Earth!“ And let 
me add one very remarkable Paſſage from 

the 
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LESS. | the Old Teſtament, from whence we may 
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learn, how very hateful to the Holy Spi- 


rit are all Rage and Paſſion, though flow- 
ing from a commendable Cauſe ; and of 


Conſequence, the ineſtimable Worth, in 


the Sight of God, of the contrary Temper ! 
When Jehoſaphat ſought to enquire of 
the Lord by the Mouth of the Prophet 
Eliſha, we find that even the Zeal of the 
Prophet, which had kindled into a Rage 
at the Idolatry of Jehoram, prevented the 


Holy Spirit of God from deſcending on ' 


him, nor, until by Muſic he had calmed 
his Paſſions, could he propheſy! The 
greateſt Panegyric that could be be- 
ſtowed on Meekneſs! 


Laſtly: As to Temperance, we find it. 


highly extolled in many Paſſages in Scrip- 
ture, particularly in the Proverbs of So- 
lomon, who very beautifully compares a 
Man unable to reſtrain his Paſſions, to a 
City with its Walls broken down, de- 
fenceleſs, and expoſed to the Inroads of 
every Enemy: and the ſame Author af- 
firms a total Conqueſt gained over one's 

irregular 
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irregular Paſſions, a more remarkable 8 ERM. 


Victory than the taking of a City! Andi 


moſt particular is the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles in his Admonitions on this Head, 
adding as a Reaſon for this extreme Vigi- 
lance, that “we wreſtle not againſt 
« Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principa- 
ce lities and the Powers of Darkneſs, 
« againſt ſpiritual Enemies;” and he 
gives a particular Deſcription of his own 
Watchfulneſs over himſelf, explaining 
and recommending the Diſcipline by 
which he obtained, and maintained, the 
Maſtery over his Paſſion | 

And now having briefly reviewed theſe 
amiable Graces, which the Apoſtle af- 
firms to be the natural Fruit of the Spirit, 
and having found them frequently and 
highly extolled in holy Scripture, and 
earneſtly recommended there to our Adop- 


tion, from ſuch an Inveſtigation there 


ariſe ſurely in all ſerious and attentive 
Minds, the following natural and impor- 
tant Queſtions: Are we indeed poſſeſſed 
of theſe Graces? Are we adorned with 

theſe 
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$ER M. theſe Robes of Righteouſneſs ? Do we, for 


Inſtance, love as Brethren, as Chriſtians ? 
Happy are we, if we do. We thus imi- 
tate the Bleſt in Heaven ! We participate 
in their Happineſs, even whilſt we are 
Sojourners on Earth! Do we rejoice in 
Virtue, in Holineſs, in Religion? Then 
are our Pleaſures pure, and the moſt re- 
- fined that Earth can boaſt? Do we ecar- 
neſtly exhort others to embrace the ſame 
ſpiritual Pleaſures? Do we rejoice when 
we find ſuch Exhortations ſucceſsful ? 
We have Reaſon; for great is the Re- 
ward prepared for thoſe who have hap- 
pily reclaimed their wandering Brethren, 
and by ſaving one Soul alive, has a Multi- 
tude of Sins been hid! Do we love 
Peace? Do we admire Quietneſs, and 
earneſtly ſeek it? Happy is the Choice 
we have made, What greater Treaſure 
could we find? What greater Honour 
could we obtain? We are become the 
Children of God. Do we bear with the 
Infirmities, the Injuries of our Brethren ? 
"Tis moſt reaſonable! We have all of us 
our 
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our own peculiar Infirmities, ſomething 8 ERM. 
in our Diſpoſition, either natural or ac- . 
quired, which require from others the 
ſame kind Indulgence! We have thus 
alſo given ourſelves a Claim to the divine 
Mercy! Forgiving others, we may boldly 
approach the Throne of Grace ourſelves 
for Pardon | This Conduct, united to ſin- 
cere Repentance, muſt enſure it ! Are we 
gentle, affable, courteons ? Well do thefe 
Qualities become us as Chriſtians ; and 
ſince, on our Part, we naturally expect 
this Condeſcenſion in others, Juſtice re- 
quires that we be extremely careful to 
practiſe them ourſelves! Have we 
chthed ourſelves with Righteoufneſs as with 
a Garment, and put on Virtue as a Robe? 
We have then prepared ourſelves for an 
Entertainment which Words cannot de- 
ſcribe, nor the human Heart conceive! 
We have prepared ourſelves for the En- 
joyment of the beatific Viſion ! We have 
rendered it poſſible for us hereafter to ſee 
the Lord, © at whoſe right Hand are 
ce Rivers of Joy, and Pleaſures for ever- 
| © more!” 
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have enabled ourſelves to“ quench all the 
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« fiery Darts of the Devil!” Then has 
our Saviour himſelf already bleſt us in his 
Words to Thomas, © Bleſſed are they 
e who have not ſeen, and yet have be- 
« lieved!” Are we meek and humble? 
Then are our Souls of great Price in the 
Sight of God ! We have fitted them for 
the Reception, for the Improvement of 
every chriſtian Virtue! Laſtly, Are we 
poſſeſſed of Temperance ? Then have we 
gained the greateſt Conqueſt Imagination 
can conceive | Then have we © enlarged 
te the narrow Way” which leadeth to 


eternal Life and we now may make rapid 


Advances to Heaven ! Above all, we may 
undertake, indeed, an arduous, but a 
glorious Attempt! We may now endea- 
your to imitate the bleſſed Jeſus! And 


what will be the happy Conſequence of 
this humble Endeavour to follow his 


Steps? The Evangeliſt tells us, he loved 
one who had not advanced ſo far on the 
Road to Perfection! When I add then, 

X that 
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that we ſhall thus render ourſelves amia- 8 E RM. 


VII. 


ble in the Eyes of our Saviour, can I add 


any Thing more to this beautiful Picture 
of human Nature, riſing, by the Aſſiſtance 
.of the Holy Spirit, from Weakneſs and 
Perfection to Righteouſneſs and ſpiritual 
Power? Nothing, indeed, can I poſſibly 
add to it, except it were an earneſt, a be- 
nevolent and charitable Wiſh, that all 
Mankind were, not almoſt, but altoge- 
ther ſuch as the Character juſt deſcribed. 
Yet, I truſt in God, even in theſe dege- 
nerate Days, a few ſuch Men are ſtill to 
be found amongſt us! Men, to whom 
the Praiſe beſtowed upon Nathaniel, may 


juſtly be applied, © Iſraelites in whom 


* there is no Guile !” Happy Perſons, be- 
loved by, and, as far as Humanity ad- 
mits, reſembling their Maker, abound- 
ing in-Love, by which one Word, God in 
Scripture has been defined! Joying in the 
Grace which is given them, and in the 
Hope of their high Calling, counting every 
Thing as vile in Compariſon of the Re- 
ward to which they are preſſing forward ! 
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AtPeacewith all Men, for they areatPeace 
with themſelves ; their Conſcience, their 
Heart, and God, who is greater than their. 
Heart, approve their Conduct! Bearing 
with the Follies of Mankind, remember- 
ing the common Imperfection of human 
Nature! Patient of Injuries, knowing 


that © here they have no abiding City,” 


but look for © a new Jeryſalem eternal in 
« the Heavens!” Gentle, knowing that 


Anger dwelleth not in a Chriſtian, and 
convineed that the Spirit of God reſts not 


upon the Furious and the Paſſionate !— 
Virtuous, holy, knowing that the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of Virtue and Holineſs is the only 


Preparation that can admit us to enjoy 
the Glories of a bliſsful Eternity ! Stead- 


faſt in the Faith, knowing thaf © faithful 


is he who has promiſed,” and ſeeking a far 


better Inheritance than this World af- 


'fords ! Meek, as willing to cloath them - 


ſelves with Humility, convinced that 
Pride was not made for Man ! Temperate, 


knowing that they are commanded 70 
watch, to fland faft, and keep their Aﬀec- 


tions 


> 
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Such men, my Brethren, are an Ho- 
nour to our Nature, and bright Examples 
for our Imitation. And may we, who are 
conſcious of falling infinitely ſhort of 
ſuch Perfection, apply, with Humility 
and fervent Zeal, henceforward to the 
Throne of Grace, to be enabled by the 


Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, happily to 


copy into, our Lives and Converſation 
theſe divine Graces! May we all ſtudy 
who ſhall excel moſt in theſe chriſtian 
Virtues! And ſurely, if Chriſtianity be 
the Perfection of Reaſon and Truth; if 
it contains every Thing neceſſary to ren- 


der this Life happy in itſelf, and a cer- 


tain Prelude to an endleſs Felicity here- 


after; then there cannot be a more glo- 


rious, a more virtuous Conteſt, nor any 
Ambition ſo commendable. To vie with 
one another in a virtuous Conteſt, who 
ſhall ſet by their Lives the ſeveral Vir- 
tues of Chriſtianity in the moſt amiable 
Light, is an Ambition worthy of thoſe 

N who 
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who ſtrengthens us; 
given us his only Son to die for our Juſ- 


The Fruit of the Spirit 
who are © called by the Name of Chriſt |” 
It is alſo a Conteſt, in which the Succeſs of 
one is no Impediment to that of another ! 
On the contrary, in this virtuous Ambi- 
tion of excelling one another in the Fruit 

of the Spirit, we receive from the Victory 
of each Competitor, new Strength to con- 
tend, each Triumph of our Fellows add- 
ing new Vigour to our Efforts, new 
Courage to our Reſolutions, proving to 
us that the greateſt Difficulties we have 
here to encounter, are tnet with in the 


firſt Onſet, and that as we proceed, La- 
bour ſoftens into Pleafure, and Doubt is 


loft in joyful Certainty, „through God 
and who having 


tification, and vouchſafed his holy Spirit 
to enable us to avail ourſelves of his in- 
conceivable Metits, will, with theſe in- 
eſtimable Benefits, give us every Thing 
elſe, and more than we can either wiſh 
or conceive! What ſhall we fay then to 
theſe Things? © If God be for us,” who 
can be againſt us? None ſurely, that we 

need 
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need fear! Let us therefore; my Bre- 8 ER M. 
thren, adorning our Souls with theſe CS 
holy Qualities of the Spirit, render our- 
ſelves worthy, and thus, indeed, ſhall 
we become Objects, of his Care and Pro- 
tection ; and then may we with the Pſal- 
miſt, in a pious Confidence, boldly ſay, 
& Now know we that the Lord himſelf is 
on our Side!“ 

Happy Knowledge, when built upon a 
good Foundation, when it ariſes from a 
delightful Conviction of having endea- 
voured, to the beſt of our Abilities, to 
diſcharge our Duty ! Happy, beyond Ex- 
preflion happy, are they, who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of it; whoſe Conſcience is clear 
of Offence towards God, and towards 
Man ; whoſe Lives ate adorned with 
Innocence and Integrity; whoſe Hope 
is lively, vigorous; whoſe Faith falls 
ſhort of Nothing but real Intuition ; 
whoſe Converſation even how is partly 
in Heaven! | 

May we all ſo live as to deſerve this 
Character; and we then may with Confi- 

N 2 dence, 
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8 33 dence, in our laſt Hours, commit our Spirits 
— into the Hands of that gracious Being 
who created them, to enjoy that endleſs 

Happineſs to which Death ſhall then in- 


troduce them 
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SE RM ON VIII. 


The ſeparate Ex1sTENCE of the Soul 


between DEATH and the RESURREC- 
TION conſidered. 


EcCLESIASTICUS, xii. 7. 


Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth, 
whence it was, and the Spirit ſhall re- 
turn to God, who gave it. 


N OTHING can be of greater Import- 


ance either to the temporal or eternal 


Happineſs of Mankind, than a well- 


grounded and firm Expectation of future 


Reward or Puniſhment in another World ! 


Any Opinion, therefore, which tends to 
ſhake and undermine this important Ex- 
pectation, ſhould doubtleſs be examined 
with the niceſt Caution, and every Argu- 
ment advanced. to ſupport ſuch an.Opi- 


nion, 
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+ Is nion, ſhould be duly weighed, before we 
w— venture to embrace ſo great an Enemy ta 


our Intereſts and Happineſs! Now, no- 
thing can more effectually deſtroy this 
general Expectation, which all Mankind 
entertain of future Reward and Puniſh- 
ment in another World, than a Belief 


that the Soul, at the Hour of Death, 


ceaſes to exiſt equally with the Body, 
and that the general Reſurrection equally 
renews the Exiſtence of theſe two Compa- 
nions ſo ſtrictly united in this Life; there- 
fore, to examine what Light Reaſon and 
Scripture throw on this intereſting Queſ- 
tion, namely, does the Soul exiſt inde- 
pendent of the Body, or is there no inter- 
mediate State of Exiſtence between the 
Hour of Death and the Day of Judg- 
ment? To determine, I ſay, this Queſ- 
tion, is a moſt important Enquiry, and 
which naturally follows from the 
Words choſen for the Subject of this 

Diſcourſe! 
Now, if Reaſon be appealed to, her firſt 
Attempt to decide the Queſtion before 
us, 
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us, will be an Enquiry, whether the Body 8 ERM. 


and the Soul are compoſed of the ſame 
or different Materials! For if they eſſen- 
tially differ the one from the other in the 
very Materials of which they are formed, 


tis not merely probable, but certain, that 


the Diſſolution of the one cannot injure 
the Powers of the other; and therefore, 
in this Caſe it follows, that the Soul can, 
and does exiſt, independent of the Body. 
And that the Body and the Soul are 
eſſentially formed of very different Ma- 
terials, appears to Reaſon extremely pro- 
bable. For often may we obſerve the moſt 
aſtoniſhing Powers of Mind, the cleareſt 
Diſcernment, the livelieſt Conception, the 
moſt luxuriant Imagination, the ſoundeſt 


VIII. 
— 


Judgment, inhabiting a wretehed, ſickly, 
and decayed Body! Often may we thus 


obſerve the Body feeble, the Soul vigor- 
ous! Often alſo, at the Approach of 


Death, when the Soul ſeems ſtruggling for 
Freedom from its Confinement, do we 
find its Conceptions inconceivably grand, 


juſt, and ſurpaſſing its former. Powers ; 
and 
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SER M. and this, when the Body appears a 
— wretched Victim to Weakneſs and Decay! ] 


Often alſo, do we find aſtoniſhing Abili- 
ties exerted in Dreams, where, in ſome 
Reſpects, the Soul acts independent of the 
Body, though we grant her Knowledge 
to be originally derived from the Inlet of 
the Senſes 

To this, indeed, it has been objected, 
that, on the contrary, we often ſee the 
Soul affected by the Injuries of the Body, 
and that if, in Dreams, the Soul ſometimes 
exerts uncommon Abilities, it, on the other 
Hand, as often in ſuch Scenes, ſubmits 
to the groſſeſt Deception, and ſuch Incon- 
ſiſtency, as in a wakeful State, ſne would 
inſtantly detect, and reject with Diſdain! 

But to the firſt Objection it may be 


replied, that where the Faculties of the 


Soul appear ſuſpended from the Injuries 
received by the Body, theſe Faculties 


may ſtill continue, though unobſervable 


by the Spectators, the ſame in the Soul 
herſelf, as in the moſt perfect Health of 
the Body; the Soul may have ſuffered 


A no 
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no Change in herſelf, though whilſt ſhe SE R M. 


VIII. 


is deprived of the proper Inſtrument with 


which ſhe works, her Exiſtence and 
Powers cannot be manifeſted to the Be- 
holders ! In this Reſpect, the Faculties of 
the Soul may very juſtly be compared to 
the Skill of ſome expert Muſician in the 
Management of a muſical Inſtrument : 
Now let any Accident materially injure 
this Inſtrument, which, in its perfect 
State, he guides with the trueſt Har- 
mony, though his Skill certainly remains 
the ſame as before the Accident, it can- 
not however, in this Situation of the In- 
ſtrument, be diſplayed to others! 

The ſecond Objection is, perhaps, itſelf 
one of the ſtrongeſt Proots of the ſeparate 
and diſtin Nature of the Soul and Body 
For if the Soul, in ſuch Seaſons, ſeems 
ſatisfied with her own wanton Repreſen- 
tations, which contradict the uſual Con- 
nection between the Body and the Soul, 
this ſurely is rather a Proof that ſhe is 
inwardly conſcious, that ſuch a Connec- 
tion is temporary and capable of being 
diſſolved! 


* 
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But not only from the Soul ſometimes 
riſing ſuperior to the Weakneſs and In- 
firmities of the Body, is Reaſon inclined 
to affirm, that theſe two Friends, though 
cloſely united, are ſtill perfectly diſtinct 
in their Nature, there are other Argu- 
ments ſuggeſted by Reaſon to ſupport 
this Opinion ! Reaſon evidently perceives 
that Man conſiders himſelf as a perfectly 
free Agent, and accountable for all his 
Actions! Elſe, Remorſe and Regret would 
never involuntarily follow the Recol- 
lection of paſt Scenes; Conſcience would 
never recall former Tranſactions, or if ſhe 
did, Pain and Shame would never attend 
them ! Now, if the Soul and Body are 
only different Parts of the fame organiſed 
Animal, there can appear no Reaſon, 
why we ſhould imagine the Soul ſuperior 
to the Body, or, conſequently, why we 
ſhould fancy the Soul able, much leſs 
bound, to control the Inclinations of the 
Body when unjuſt and improper ; and ſtill 
leſs, could we ſuppoſe the Soul guilty, 
when ſhe failed ſo to correct her erring 


Compa- 
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Companion, or that ſhe ſhould lament 8 E R M. 


or regret a Failure, for which in ſuch a 
Caſe, ſhe could not juſtly be accounted 
cenſurable | 

Such then being the Evidence of Rea- 
ſon in this diſputed Matter, her Teſti- 
mony, you ſee, renders-it extremely pro- 
bable, that the Soul is as diſtin in her 
Nature from the Body, as ſhe is in her 
Operations, and therefore the Suppoſi- 
tion of an intermediate State between 
Death and the Reſurrection, is an Opi- 
nion, according to the Determination of 
Reaſon, extremely probable ! 


If we proceed now to examine, which 


Side of this Queſtion Scripture favours, 
we ſhall find, that if the Scriptures do not 
expreſsly aſſert the Exiſtence of ſuch a 
State, ſtill they lead our Belief in the Ex- 
iſtence of ſuch a State to the very Borders 
of Certainty itſelf! For to begin with 
conſidering that very Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture choſen for the Subject of this Diſ- 
courſe, © The Duſt ſhall return to the 
„Earth whence it was, and the Spirit 


66 ſhall 


VIII. 
— 


188 


The Confideration of the 
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VIII. 


then, my Brethren, is an evident Diſtinc- 


tion made, between the Fate of the Body 
and that of the Soul, conſequently, their 
Nature muſt be widely different, and the 
Diſſolution of the one by no Means in- 
clude that of the other! Beſides, this Diſ- 
tinction between the Fate of the Body and 
the Soul, as delivered in the Text, muſt 
either be underſtood as permanent and 
eternal, or as temporary, and for a Seaſon! 
Now, if we underſtand this Diſtinction as 
permanent and eternal, then is the Doc- 
trine of the future Reſurrection of the 
Body totally overthrown; yet no Doctrine 
delivered by divine Revelation 1s given 
in the Word of God with greater Preci- 
ſion, or is affirmed with greater Clear- 
neſs! If therefore the Contradiction of 
the Reſurrection of the Body be the Con- 
ſequence of ſuppoſing the Diſtinction 
made in the Text between the Fate of 
the Body and Soul to be permanent and, 
eternal, we may be certain that we err 
in thus underſtanding the Text ; for no 

| two 
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two Paſſages of holy Writ can poflibly 
contradict one another ! It follows then, 
that this Diſtinction between the Body 
and the Soul is to be looked upon as 
temporary and for a Seaſon only, con- 
ſequently it eſtabliſhes the ſeparate Ex- 
iſtence of the Soul, during the Time in- 
tervening between Death and the Reſur- 
rection 

Another remarkable Paſſage in the 
holy Scriptures, ſeems to confirm the ſe- 
parate Exiſtence of the Soul from the 
Body, almoſt beyond a Doubt; and that 
is, the Relation of the Transfiguration 
of our Saviour given by the Evangeliſt ! 
On that Occaſion, he appeared in the 
Company of Moſes and Elias, veſted with 
a Portion of his former Glory, in order 
to remove the Doubts of his Diſciples re- 
lative to his Divinity ! Now, Moſes had, 
many Years before, ſubmitted to the 
common Fate of Man ! He had died, and 
was buried in the Land of Moab! Yet 
from this Relation, he appears to have 
been mortal only in his carthly Frame! 


His 
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s ERM. His Soul appears to have triumphed over 


the Pewer of Death! Yet righteous as 
he was, this was no peculiar Reward of 
his Virtue ; for if ſo, doubtleſs it would 
have been recorded by the holy Spirit of 
God, as an Example to incite us to the 
Imitation of a Life ſo amazingly re- 
warded ! 

And that this ſeparate Exiſtence of the 
Soul, independent of the Body, is not the 
peculiar Privilege of Virtue, but common 
to the Good and Bad, being, indeed, in- 
ſeparable from the Nature of the Soul, 
appears from the Parable of the rich 
Man and the Beggar! For, though Para- 
bles do not always relate ſome real paſt 
Event, yet every material Circumſtance 
they record, ſtrictly agrees with the real 
State of Things. Now in this Parable 
we have a circumſtantial Account of the 
neceſſary Conſequences of Death to the 
Good and Bad! 'The Soul of the poor 
Beggar was carried after its Separation 
from the Body to the Boſom of Abraham, 
or to Heaven and a Place of Happineſs! ' 
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The Soul of the rich Man, after its Se- 5 E R RI. 


paration from the Body, was confined to 
Hell, or a Place of Puniſhment. And 
that theſe different Fates, which attended 
theſe two Perſons, are not to be under- 
ſtood as the Conſequence of the general 
Reſurrection and final Judgment, is evi- 
dent from a remarkable Circumſtance re- 
lated in this Parable ; viz. the Anxiety of 
the rich Man, that his ſurviving Brethren 
on Earth, ſhould, by the Miſſion of La- 
zarus, be rouſed from their dangerous and 
vicious Lives! For if the Reward of La- 
zarus, or the Puniſhment of the rich Man, 
had been the Reſult of the general Judg- 
ment, then the latter could not have felt 
any Anxiety for the Fate of his Brethren; 
their Fate, as well as his own, would 
have been, by the general Judgment, un- 
alterably determined. ET. 

The Requeſt alſo, of the penitent 
Thief, and the Promiſe of our Saviour 
during his Crucifixion, ſeem alſo to eſta- 
bliſh the Exiſtence of the ſeparate State 


bf the Soul! Lord, remember me when 
Thon 
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Thou comeſt into thy Kingdom, is a Prayer 


— which at once ſhews the Firmneſs of the 


penitent Thief's Belief in the veiled Di- 
vinity of his Fellow- ſufferer, and a 
thorough Conviction, that the Execution 
of his own earthly Sentence, could not 
conclude his future Proſpects. Our Sa- 
viour's Anſwer, Verihy, this Night ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe, evinces that 
the penitent Thief's Requeſt was natu- 
ral and rational ; that he could not for a 
Moment ceaſe to exiſt as a ſpiritual Being. 
Verily, this Night ſhalt thou be with me in 
Paradiſe: This Night! In what Senſe 
could either of them be there that 
Night? The Body both of the Promiſer 
and the Promiſed, was equally in the 
Poſſeſſion of their Enemies, the one a 
Victim to Malice, the other to Juſtice. 
The Poſſeſſion, therefore, of Paradiſe pro- 
miſed to the penitent Thief, muſt be un- 
derſtood as a Promiſe made to his ſpiri- 


' tual Nature, and to be 8 by his 


Soul only. 
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And no leſs ſtrongly do the Writings SERM. 


of St. Paul eſtabliſh the Belief of ſuch a 
ſeparate State of the Soul ! Fe arc willing, 
ſays he, 70 be abſent from the Body, and 
preſent with the Lord ! Obſerve the Con- 
cluſion he draws from the Diſſolution of 
the Fleſh! When the Soul is free from 
this earthly Priſon, we are preſent with 
the Lord ! Surely this is a clear Aſſertion 
of the ſeparate Exiſtence of the Soul, and 
not only of its ſeparate Exiſtence, but it 
ſhews that ſuch a Separation becomes to 
the Virtuous an Opportunity of more in- 
timately converſing with the Lord ! *I, 
ſays the ſame Apoſtle in another Paſſage, 
«am in a great Straight between two 
„Things, having a Deſire to depart and 
« to be with Chriſt, which is better; never- 
« theleſs, to abide in the Fleſh is more 
« needful for you!“ Now if Death is fol- 
lowed by a State of Slumber and Inaction, 
could ſo good a Man as} the Apoſtle he- 
ſitate which to prefer, Death or Life? 
Life in which he was to ſuffer many 
Evils, but by embracing which, he might 

O for 
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8 ERM. for ever advance his on Virtue to greater 
Perfedion, aſſiſt and comfort his Brethren 


in the Fleſh, glorify his God, promote the 
chriſtian Religion, and reform the World! 
Now I fay, could he heſitate whether he 
ſhould embrace ſuch a State as this, or 
Death, by embracing which, he ſhould, 
it is true, ceaſe to ſuffer, but by embra- 
eing which, he ſhould no longer ſerve 
himſelf, his Brethren, his Religion, God 
or Mankind! Doubtleſs, therefore, ſince 
he ſeems to prefer Death as more condu- 


cive-to- his own Intereſts, he muſt have 


been of Opinion, and no one, either 
from the Light of Reaſon, or the Aſſiſt- 


ance of Revelation, could form a juſter 


one; doubtleſs he muſt have been of Opi- 


nion, that Death was by no Means a 


Ceſſation of Exiſtence, but on the con- 
trary, a Beginning of Joy ard Happineſs 
to the Virtuous; of Sorrow, Deſpair, and 


Puniſhment to the Wicked! Thus we 


find Reaſon affirms an intermediate State 
between Death and the Reſurrection to 


be an Expectation extremely probable, 


and 
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and Scripture, although it does not aſſert 8 ER M. 


in expreſs Terms its Exiſtence, yet leads 
our Belief in the Exiſtence of ſuch a 
State to the very Borders of Certainty ! 
But though we ſhould even be deceived 
in this ſtrong Appearance of Probability, 
ſtill Vice can be no Gainer by ſuch a 
Miſtake, nor can Virtue ſuffer by ſuch a 
Belief ! Should the Soul, which is very 
improbable, prove material and mortal 
like the Body, and conſequently ſubject 
to the ſame Diſſolution, remaining in 
Oblivion till the general Reſurrection, 
what, in this Caſe, have the Virtuous 
loſt, what have the Vitious gained? No- 
thing! In this Caſe, the firſt Sound of 
the laſt general Trump which calls both 
the Virtuous and the Wicked from their 
common Slumber, ſhall find each Indivi- 


dual thus awakened, dwelling on the laſt. 


Scene of his mortal Life! The very laſt 
Promiſe of Hope, or the laſt Preſage of 
Deſpair, as a Conſciouſneſs of Virtue or 
Vice, awakened either Paſſion in his 


Breaſt, ſhall appear to each as inſtantly 
O 2 fulfilled, 
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wa, followed by that awful Summons each In- 


dividualꝰ is then obeying. In this Caſe, 
ſome of them may have ſlumbered, per- 
haps, in the filent Grave, ten thouſand 
Years, but unconſcious of this long Ob- 
livion, of the World and themſelves, the 
very laſt Struggle of his former Diſſolution, 
ſhall appear to each Individual thus ſum- 
moned, as the Throes of Time in Labour 
of that Eternity to which he is then 
awakening! Happy Reflection to the 
Virtuous and the Good, to thoſe who in 
this Life haye ever walked humbly with 
their God! Awful and tremendous 
Thought to the Vicious, to thoſe who in 
this World have ſaid, and have lived 
as if it had been true, © there is no God! 
Bleſſed are the Righteous and the Good, 
to be thus called upon to receive a glori- 
ous Reward, to behold, and to be wel- 
comed by that gracious God, whom in 
this World they had ever faithfully ſerved, 
and who now appears in all the Majeſty 
of his divine Power, proceeding to juſtify 


and 
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and bleſs theſe his faithful Servants! But SER M. 


miſerable and wretched beyond the Power 
of Imagination to conceive, are the 
Wicked, who riſing from their Graves, 
behold, with inexpreſſible Terror and 
Anguiſh of Soul, an offended God, armed 
with almighty Power, and moved by di- 
vine Juſtice, preparing to pronounce the 
Sentence of their Condemnation to end- 
leſs Puniſhment ! 

Since then, my Brethren, Eternity thus 
certainly awaits us, ſince this Eternity 
either in Reality, or in Appearance, not 
to be diſtinguiſhed from Reality, inſtantly 
follows our Diſſolution; ſince alſo the 
laſting Complexion of this Eternity muſt 
unalterably be fixed by our Actions here, 
can we, thus circumſtanced, too often, or 
too carneſtly dwell on ſuch important 
Reflections? The indulging ſuch RefleRi- 
ons, if followed by their natural Conſe- 
quence, a good Life, muſt neceſſarily 
tend to render our Paſſage through this 
World happy and comfortable; ſince it 
muſt baniſh the greateſt Torment of hu- 

man 
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man Life, the Fear of Death! It muſt 
alſo promote the Intereſts of the other 
World, for it muſt naturally lead us to a 
ſincere and a truly religious Life, the 
certain Paſſport to eternal Bliſs ! 

Happy then are they who are thus per- 
ſuaded, and who earneſtly embrace the 
chriſtian Religion; a Religion which 
equally advances the Concerns of both 
Worlds; for the chriſtian Religion con- 
ſiſts not in barren and empty Speculation, 
it leads not to the Cloiſter or the Convent, 
to the Deſert or the Hermitage. It 
prompts, it commands us to mix with 
the World, but to keep ourſelves unſpot- 
ted from the World. It urges us to Ac- 
tion, but to virtuous Action. It prompts 
us to exert our feveral Talents, but 
ſo to exert them, as equally to benefit 
ourſelves, our Brethren, and glorify our 
Warts. - | | | 

To draw, therefore, a right Conclu- 
ſion from the Subject we have been now 
conſidering, it does not follow, that we 


- ſhould 
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ſhould in this Life ſequeſter ourſelves. 8 ERM 


from the World, and live in conſtant and 
ſtrict Retirement ! This would be 70 bury 
aur Lord's entruſted Talent, and, though 
not ſo culpable as to miſemploy it, is yet, 
by this Inaction, to render ourſelves un- 
profitable Servants, and thus incur the 
Cenſure of our great Maſter! On the 
contrary, a chriſtian Conviction, that as 
ſpiritual Beings we can never die, that 
Death is but the Gate to Eternity, and 
the Reſurrection, not a Beginning of an 
eternal Life, but an Addition to the 
Powers enjoyed in it ; ſuch a Conviction 
muſt urge us ſo to uſe the Things of this 


VIII. 
— 


World, as to add by the Labour and 


Employment of every Hour to that Re- 
ward, which is laid up eternal in the 
Heavens for the good and faithful Ser- 
vant! It muſt perpetually remind us, that 
we are neither to continue in this World 
for ever, nor yet to paſs through it idle and 
unemployed Travellers ! It informs us, 


that our Time, our Life, our Paſſions, our 
Riches, 
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S ERM. Riches, our Poverty, our Abilities, our 
. Weakneſs, have all been given us ſo to 
be uſed here, as at once to glorify our 
God, benefit our Brethren, and purchaſe 


our Redemption through the Merits, of 
Chriſt ! 
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The BLE SsEDN ESS of a truly chRIS“ 
TIAN BENEVOLENCE of Minn, 
and its HAPINESS and GLORIOUS 
RewaRDs in both WokLDs. 


* AcTs, xx. 35. 


Remembering the Words of our Lord TFeſus 
Chriſt, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to 


grve than to receive. 


To many will this Aſſertion doubtleſs 
appear an hard Saying! What, will the 
Generality of Mankind exclaim, is then 
to part with our Poſſeſſions more delight- 


ful than to increaſe them? Is it indeed 


more bleſſed to give than to receive? 
Can then that natural Regard to Self- 


Intereſt, ſo inſeparable from Humanity 
in 
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Ps M. in any Inſtance, be ſo far forgotten, as 
wa to juſtify this Aſſertion? But theſe, my 


Brethren, are the Objections of a woffdly 
Man! The ſelfiſh and contracted Heart 
which doubts the Truth aſſerted in my 
Text, has never, I believe, experienced 
the very different Pleaſures peculiar to 
theſe two different Situations of giving 
and receiving! He who prefers the Plea- 
ſure of receiving, has never truly learned 
to give, to give as a Chriſtian! For the 
truly chriſtian Giver beholds in the 
Wretched, on whom he confers his Bounty, 
Perſons recommended undoubtedly (if in 
real Diſtreſs) by his own greateſt Bene- 
factor, that gracious God, who has be- 
ſtowed on his ſpiritual Neceſſities, Mercy, 
Compaſſion, and Relief, far ſurpaſſing 
any Mercy which he, a frail and imper- 
fect Mortal, can poſſibly diſplay towards | 
his Fellow-creatures. The Man, there- 
fore, who feels not the Bleſſedneſs ſo _ 
highly extolled in my Text, has never, I. 
fear, melted with Tenderneſs over a 
Fellow-creature in Diſtreſs, nor felt the 
inexpreſſible 
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inexpreſſible Luxury of Pity, when, by SERM. 


the Hand of Power, ſhe is led to the Re- 
liof of Miſery, and, like the Sun of 
Spring, beaming mildly through vernal 
Showers, ſmiles, amidſt her Tears, Bleſ- 
ſings on all around ! 

Let us then compare the different Plea- 
ſures belonging to the oppoſite Situations 
mentioned in my Text; and firſt, to exa- 
mine the Pleaſure of receiving. 

Now, he who is the Object of ano- 
ther's Bounty, is either indebted to Cha- 
rity for relieving his abſolute Neceſſities, 
or by the Favours conferred upon him, 1s 
enabled more freely to indulge his Vanity, 
his Ambition, his Luxury, or his Ava- 
rice! But how very imperfe& are the 
Pleaſures, which cither of theſe two 
Claſſes of Men experience, whether we 
conſider them at the Moment in which 
they receive a Bounty from another, or 
when they reflect on what they have re- 
ceived ! 

The poor and wretched Object of daily 
Charity, ſunk in Poverty and the loweſt 

Depths 
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SERM. Depths of Indigence, feels indeed a ſenſi- 
A dle Pleaſure at the very Moment in which 


he receives the Benefaction of the Charit- 
able! But how is this Pleaſure at that 
very Moment impaired by conſcious 
Shame, by an humiliating Senſe of his 
Dependance—perhaps alſo, by the Haugh- 
tineſs, or at leaſt the indelicate Manner 
of his BenefaQor ! How quickly alſo, af- 
ter his firſt Tranſports, how quickly is 
this tranſient Pleaſure put to Flight by his 
Apprehenſions of the future, or even by 
the remaining Sufferings of the preſent ? 
For ſeldom are ſuch Objects, by the Cha- 
rity which they receive, entirely relieved 
from all preſent Diſtreſs ! 

And no leſs imperfeQ are the Pleaſures 
of thoſe who receive from the Bounty of 
their Patron the moſt ample Additions to 
their Poſſeſſions]! Suppoſe, for Inſtance, 
the Miſer preſented with an ample Sum! 
Is his Happineſs complete ? Are his Wiſhes 
ſatisfied ? As well might a ſingle Draught 
be ſuppoſed to remove the 'Thirſt of the 
Dropſical, as any Sum be found to ſatisfy 

the 


a benevolent Temper, 


the Deſires of that Man, whoſe Eager- $ ER M. 
neſs of hoarding is but encreaſed by each av 


new Acceſſion to his Stores ! His Eyes 
indeed, may ſparkle, and his narrow 
Heart may flutter for a Moment on the 
firſt Acquiſition, but his inſatiate Wiſhes, 
at the ſame Inſtant, repine that the Be- 
nefaction was no greater. 

Nor is the vain and ambitious Man 
preſented with greater Happineſs in the 
Article of receiving! He may rejoice in- 
deed, at the Inſtant of Succeſs! He may 


triumph at the Thought, that fewer 


henceforth, ſhall ſurpaſs him in the Splen- 
dour of their Retinue, in the Magnifi- 
cence of their Equipage, that fewer ſhall 
rank above him in enviable Precedence | 
But ſtill his Vanity and Ambition are 
mortified by the Sight of ſuperior Gran- 
deur, of more extenſive Power! And in 
this Light muſt he view at leaſt his Be- 
nefactor, and in vain whilſt he beholds a 
Superior, nay, whilſt he can even count 
an Equal, are Riches or Power beſtowed 
npon him | 
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And no lefs imperfect in receiving the 
Powers of gratifying his ſenſual Appetites 
are the Pleafures of the Voluptuary ! 
What Delight can he promife himſelf 
from this new Acquiſition ? Can he for- 
get how foon the Senſes are ſatisfied, 
overloaded, palled? The delicious Ban- 
quet, the Poignancy of Sauces, the higheſt 
flavoured Wines, are in vain dwelt upon 
by his Imagination! Too well he knows, 
that Hunger and Thirft give them all 
their boaſted Reliſh ! Too well he re- 
collects how quickly they are ſatisfied, 
and how tedious, how hateful, he has 
ever found the dreary Interval between 
Satiety and the next Return of Appetite! 
Nay, what greater Pleaſure can he ex- 
even from the Promiſes of Beauty ? 
The Appetite with which he has ever 
purſued it, dwelling on the Charms of 
the Body and not the Mind; addreffing 
the Perſon and not the Heart, he 1s con- 
{cious, is ſoon ſatisfied, diſguſted, and in 
vain ſeeks Relief in endleſs Variety.— 
| Thus 


a benevolent Temper. 


Thus imperfect is, and muſt be, every 
Pleaſure of receiving. 

Let us now conſider the Happineſs of 
giving, of giving as a Chriſtian ſhould. 
But to jud ge perfectly of the Happineſs 
of a truly chriſtian Giver, we muſt at- 
tend him in all his beneficent Offices! 
And whether we view him viſiting the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs, the Naked 
and the Stranger, the Oppreſſed and In- 
jured, the Priſoner and the Captive, the 
Sorrowful and Afflicted, in whatever 
Scene we trace his Steps, how conſtant- 
ly do we find him bleſt with * and 
Delight! 

When with him, for Inſtance, we lately 
entered the Dwelling of the Widow and 
helpleſs Orphan, deprived but a few 
Hours of the Huſband and the Father, 
did not Sorrow, Deſpair and Miſery ſeem 
firmly poſſeſſed of the unhappy Man- 
ſion? On her Knees, ſurrounded by her 
weeping Innocents, as we entered, we 


found at the Bed, which contained the 


lifeleſs Body of her Huſband juſt de- 
parted, 
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parted, the frantic Mother, Widow— 
but, alas, no longer Wife! Her Protec- 


tor, her Supporter was gone for ever ! 
He no longer heard her Cries! Her 


Tears ſtreamed unhecded by him! 
Death had now robbed her even of his 
Pity! Her clamorous Infants impor- 
tuned by Hunger, called upon her un- 
noticed Loſt in unutterable Sorrow, 
ſhe heard not their Demand ! Till, im- 


patient of this unuſual Neglect, they 
called upon their departed Father ! At 


once ſhe ſtarted from the Stupefaction 


of her ſpeechleſs Grief! She was rouſed 
by 'the powerful, the natural Appeal of 
her little ones! She claſped them in 
her widowed Arms! And, with a 
Look, ſurpaſſing all Deſcription, ſhe 


ſeemed to tell them They had no Fa- 


ther — She, no Huſband ! 
But how, ſince we entered theſe Man- 
fions of Diſtreſs, has the Scene been al- 


tered! The Soothings of Compaſſion, ac- 


companied by the Hand of effectual Re- 
lief, have baniſhed half the Sorrow which 
at 
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at firſt addreſſed us !—If Grief ſtill poſ- SE BM. 
ſeſſes the wounded Mind of the afflicted — 
Widow, if Tears ſtill ſtream from her 
Eyes, if Sorrow ſtill rends her Boſom, 
and ſhe cannot yet forget the Dead! 
Behold, however, a fond Mother's Heart 
tranſported with her Children's Preſerva- 
tion! Diſtreſs, ſhe finds, ſhall no longer 
prey on her little Innocents ! They have 

found a Father—She, as far as poſſible, 
an Huſband ! 

What Pleaſure now, think ye, can 
equal his, who thus has cheared the Heart 
of Sorrow? Tears, indeed, you ſee ſtand 
in his gliſtening Eyes, but if you have 
ever felt the Bleſſing of giving, you will 
eaſily diſcern, they are Tears of Joy! 
You will fully conceive the Luxury of 
his preſent Feelings! Feelings, ſurely 
cheaply purchaſed by parting with the 
trifling Droſs, which hath produced the 
happy Change over which he now re- 
Joices ! 

But if ſuch is the Pleaſure of the be- 
nevolent Man, even when his Aſſiſtance, 
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SERM. as in this Caſe, can remove but partially 


IX. 


ww the Diſtreſs which claims his Pity! If to 


give, even thus circumſcribed as to the 
Ability of removing the Miſery compaſ- 
ſionated, be bleſſed, infinitely more bleſ- 
fed than to receive; how great is the 
Bleſſing, where the particular Circum- 
ſtances of the Caſe do not forbid the full 
Gratification of the chriſtian Wiſh, effec- 
tually to dry the Tears of Sorrow, and 
reſtore the wretched Mourner to perfect 
Peace, and Tranquillity of Mind! When 
the true Chriſtian feels himſelf thus ade- 
quate in Power, fully to remove the 
Grief and Trouble of his afflicted Bre- 
thren; then, and then only, do his 
Riches, his Power, appear in his Eyes 
valuable Poſſeſſions! The Tranſports of 
his feeling Soul on ſuch Occaſions would 
convince even the moſt frozen and ſelfiſh 
Heart, how true the Aſſertion of my 
Text, that it il infinitely more bliſſed to 

give than receive! 
But truſt not my Deciſion if ye doubt 
its Propriety, form your own ! Enter with 
him, 
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him, whoſe whole Life is a lively Comment 8 ERM. 


on its Truth; enter with him the Habita- 
tion of the Naked and the Stranger, the 
Oppreſſed and the Injured, the Priſoner 
and the Captive, the Sick and the Af- 
flicted ! See now the Rapture ſparkling 
in his Eyes, as he adminiſters Conſola- 
tion to theſe Diſtreſſes! Think ye, now, 
the Naked whom he has cloathed ; the 
Stranger who, through his . Kindneſs, 
ſeems to himſelf no longer in a foreign 
Land; the Oppreſſed, the Injured, who 
find his Power, his Protection ſtep effec- 
tually between them and their remorſeleſs 
Oppreſſor; the Priſoner, the Captive, who 
through his Humanity no longer feel the 
Iron entering into their very Soul; the 
Sick and the Afflicted, who find in him 
more than the Phyſician and the Friend; 
think ye, indeed, theſe Sons of Sorrow, 
whoſe Mourning has been changed by 
him into Joy, their Heavineſs into Mirth 
and Gladneſs; think ye, they feel half 
the Rapture of his delighted Heart? Miſ- 
taken Opinion! The Benevolent know 

P 2 how 
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SEE M. how falſe the Suppoſition ! His preſent | 
—. Ectaſy as much ſurpaſſes theirs, as lately 
his Sorrow and Affliction exceeded the 
Miſery which addreſſed his Tenderneſs ! 

They in their late Sufferings, felt only 

for themſelves. He for them, for diſ- 
treſſed Humanity, for himſelf Nor 
could he ceaſe to ſuffer, till his active 
Compaſſion had removed this Miſery! 
Fill then he ſhivered with Cold in the 
Perſon of the Naked! Till then, he 
trained his aching Eyes in looking back 
with the Stranger on his far diſtant 
Country! Till then, he funk with An- 
guiſh beneath the Cruelty which oppreſſed 

the Injured ! Till then, in the Perſon of 

the Sick and Afflicted, he pined, for 
Health and Conſolation ! Equally there- 

fore, with theſe Sufferers, is he himſelf 
relieved by his own Bounty—But though 
lively the Pleaſure which ſucceeds to ſuf- 
fering, he enjoys beſides this, a Pleaſure 
unfelt by thoſe he has relieved, a Pleaſure 

ſtill more refined; the Conſciouſneſs 

of bcing the Author of this Happineſs, 

of 


a benevolent Temper. 


213 


of imitating even Heaven itſelf in chang- SE RM. 


I vw 


ing the Voice of Sorrow into the Song 


of Joy ! 

But though inexpreſſibly great the Joy, 
the Bleſſedneſs of thus giving, its Plea- 
ſures (happy Thought!) extend beyond 
the tranſient Moment of bleſſing others! 
For what Stores of Comfort has ſuch a 
Man laid up for him, in the Promiſes of 
God graciouſly revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
ture! Againſt every Reverſe of Fortune, 
againſt every Trial of Humanity, has 
he prepared an Almighty Friend, a ſure 
Deliverer! No Accidents, no Dangers, 


no earthly Event, can poſſibly diſcompoſe 


his Peace, can ſhake his pious Confidence 
in Providence! He remembers the Pro- 
miſes of his God! Bleſſed, ſaith the Scrip- 
ture, in the Man who provideth for the Sick 
and Needy, the Lord ſball deliver bim in 
the Time of Trouble ! 

Nay, to ſuch a Man, do theſe gracious 
Promiſes of God extend beyond the fleet- 
ing Scene of this tranſitory World! "Tis 


not here alone, that ſuch a Man is rich 


1 
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in Happineſs, is bleſt with flattering Ex- 
pectations! Scripture enlarges his bleſſed 
Hopes beyond the narrow Limits of Time, 
nor ſuffers the envious Grave, nor unre- 
lenting Death, to cloſe his happy Proſ- 
pets! He, ſaith the bleſſed Word of 
God, that hath Pity upon the Poor, lendeth 
unto the Lord, and look, what be layeth out, 
it ſhall be paid bim again! Yes, my Bre- 
thren, it ſhall be paid him in a better 
World, in an happier Country, in Hea- 
ven itſelf ſhall he receive the full Re- 
ward of his virtuous Diligence on Earth! 


In the Preſence of Angels ſhall his Merit 


be proclaimed by God himſelf; yea, 
even his bleſſed Saviour ſhall graciouſly 
acknowledge, as conferred on himſelf, 
that Mercy and Compaſſion, which in 
this World kindly prevented, or relieved 
the Neceſſities of the Indigent and Diſ- 
treſt! Verih, in as much as ye have dane 
it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. 

Laſtly, what Comfort muſt ſuch a Man 
derive from reflecting on the Mercy and 

x hes, Com- 
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Compaſſion he has ſhowed his Fellow- SERM. 
* 2 
Creatures, when he is taught by Scrip- - 


ture, that thus he cancels many of thoſe 
unavoidable Sins, which the beſt of Men 
are ſometimes betrayed into by the Frailty 
of their Nature! And ſurely the Exhor- 
tation of the Prophet to the guilty Mo- 
narch, threatened for his Sins with the 
Vengeance of Heaven, warrants this com- 
fortable Concluſion : Break of, ſays the 
Prophet, thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and 
thine Iniquities by ſhowing Mercy to the 
Poor ! 

And now, can we doubt the Truth 
contained in the Aſſertion of my Text:? 
Surely we have ſeen in the Character of 
the truly-benevolent Man, how infinitely 
more bleſſed it is to give than to receive. 
Small, tranſient, and ever imperfect, have 
we, in conſidering the Words of the 
Text, found every Pleaſure dependent on 
receiving any Favour or Obligations 
from our Fellow-creatures. But in the 
further Conſideration of the Words of 
the Text, the Happineſs of giving, of 

giving 


8 ER M. giving as a Chriſtian, has been proved, I 
IX. X 
wa truſt, pure, unmixed with any Abate- 
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ments of its happy Feelings, perfect, god- 
like! Delight and Rapture, we have 
found in this Enquiry, naturally wait on 
chriſtian Beneyolence of Mind, in all its 
benign and tender Actions; and Peace, 
Tranquillity of Soul, well grounded Con- 
fidence in Providence, the happy Hope 
of divine Pardon for unavoidable Error 
and Infirmity, and the glorious Expec- 
tation of eternal Rewards in another 
World, follow in its Train! In a Word, 
my Brethren, if true Pleaſure can be taſt- 
ed in this imperfect World, tis a Feaſt, 
you ſee, provided by the Care of Provi- 
dence in this Life for the benevolent in 
Mind alone; and if the Expectation of 
Happineſs in another and an endleſs 
World, is indeed the ſweeteſt Proſpect, 
which can terminate our Views in 7615 
World; if it 1s alſo, the only powerful 
Conſolation to ſoften its many ſevere 
Trials, its frequent and unavoidable 
Diſappointments, how comfortable the 


Thought, 
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Thought, the happy Knowledge, that 
ſuch a future, ſpiritual, and eternal Pa- 
radiſe is conſtantly preſented by the 


Promiſes of the ſacred Writings to the 


Eyes of the Benevolent? 

Such are the Privileges of true chriſtian 
Benevolence of Mind! And think not, 
the God of Nature, the God of Compaſ- 
ſion, but for the wiſeſt Reaſons, annexed 
ſuch Privileges to this Diſpoſition of the 
Soul ! Doubtleſs he has in this, as in 
every other Determination of his Provi- 
dence, diſplayed the higheſt Wiſdom ! 
The Afflictions of human Life were un- 
avoidably neceſſary for Creatures like 
Men, whoſe State of Exiſtence here 1s 
merely a State of Trial and Probation, 
and Men are mutually ordained by God 
Comforters of one another in ſuch Af- 
flictions for the wiſeſt Purpoſes! Thus 
does God bind the Affections of Men in 
the cloſeſt Bands of Amity ! Thus does 
he teach them to aſſume the Virtues, the 
Graces, neceſſary for Heaven, even in this 


their earthly Pilgrimage! Thus does he 


alſo 
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alſo add to their Happineſs even in this 
World, for whilſt they mutually experi- 
ence the Bleſſedneſs of giving to the com- 
mon Diſtreſſes of Humanity; whilſt they 
thus confer and receive Obligations, their 
Affections are expanded, harmoniſed, and 
prepared for future and eternal Happi- 
neſs ! 

Let us then, my Brethren, eagerly 
ſeize every Opportunity of indulging this 
chriſtian Temper of Benevolence! Let 
us try, and we ſhall find, how truly it 
has been ſaid, it is more bleſſed to give than 
receive A Bleſſedneſs not confined mere- 
ly to the Rich, the Affluent, and the 
Great! Even the humble and the low 
amongſt us, may ſucceſsfully make the 
Trial! No Matter how ſmall their Con- 
tribution to the general Happineſs! The 
Sincerity with which they bring their 
little Mite to the common Store, is the 
Principle alone from which the Bleſſing 
flows! That God, who highly extolled 
the Widow's Offering; that God, who 
hath graciouſly annexed a Bleſſing even to 
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a Cup of cold Water, when hallowed by $ wr M. 
the benevolent and charitable Heart and — 
Hand, which preſent the cheap and tri- 

fling Refreſhment; that merciful God 

will doubtleſs graciouſly accept the gene- 

rous Attempts even of the loweſt of the 

Sons of Men; will doubtleſs bleſs the 
humble Contributor to human Happineſs, 

with inward Peace of Mind, and Tran- 
quillity here, and hereafter with eternal 
Rewards! 
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The NATURE of GRaTITUDE as re- 
quired in a CHRISTIAN. 


LUKE Xvil: 16, 16. 


And one of them when he ſaw that he was 


healed, turned back, and with a loud Voice 
glorified God, and fell down on his Face, 


giving him Thanks. 


Treg Story, from whence theſe Words 
are taken, is thus related by the Evange- 
liſt: Ten Men who were Lepers meet- 
ing our Saviour, beſought him to have 
Mercy on them ! Moved with Compaſ- 
ſion towards theſe unhappy Men, our 
Saviour relieved them from their Miſery, 
and beſtowed on them Health, one of 
the greateſt of all temporal Bleſſings. One 


of them, actuated with a lively Senſe of 
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the Benefit he had received when he ſaw SE — M. 


he was healed, turned back, and in- = | 


ſtantly offered up the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, to God firſt, and next 
to our Saviour ! Ignorant perhaps of the 
Divinity of our Saviour, he firſt glorified 
God, who had given his Benefactor Power 
and a Diſpoſition to relieve him, and then 
falling on his Face at the Feet of his De- 
liverer, he gave him Thanks. 

Gratitude, which this Story moſt per- 
ſuaſively recommends, may, perhaps, not 
improperly be thus defined: A lively 
Senſe of the full Value of Benefits re- 
ceived, accompanied with an ardent Love 
of the Perſon who beſtows them, and an 
earneſt Deſire that he ſhauld be convinced, 
that theſe Senſations are really felt! 
Gratitude includes a lively Senſe of the 
full Value of Benefits received; for, if they 
are undervalued, our Gratitude is then, 
at leaſt, imperfet! It includes alſo an 
ardent Love of the Perſon who beſtows 
on us theſe Favours, elſe we ſhould ap- 


pear even in our own Eyes Monſters 
and 
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and not Men, receiving Fayours whoſe 
Importance we perceive, but which 
kindle not in our Hearts a Love of the 
kind Beſtower! It includes likewiſe an 
earneſt Wiſh, that our Benefactor ſhould 
be convinced that his Favouts have pro- 
duced theſe Senſations in our Hearts; 
for Gratitude cannot pootly content itſelf 
with its own inward Feelings, but 1s un- 
happy until it diſcovers them to all the 
World, but eſpecially its Benefactor 
Nov that this grateful Senſe of Favours 
received is an indiſpenſable Duty in every 
obliged Perſon, will evidently appeat 
from the following Reaſons :—In the 
firſt Place, the Want of ſuch a grateful 
Senſe can plead no natural Temptation to 
extenuate its Guilt ! Secondly, a grateful 
Senſe of Favours received is attended with 
preſent Pleaſure, and, in the laſt Place, 
ſuch a grateful Senſe is followed by many 
future Advantages ! 

A grateful Temper is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe there is no natural 
Temptation to be ungrateful! Othet 

| Diſ- 
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Diſpoſitions of the Mind and Heart, which s ERM. 
Religion demands to be cultivated, re- 3 


quire ſome Sacrifice of beloved Self, the 
painful Reſtraint of ſome natural Paſſion 
deviating into Exceſs! Thus, Humility, 
for Inſtance, requires the Mortification of 
our Pride, our Vanity, and Self-conceit ; 
demands that we ſhould entertain an 
high Opinion of every Perfection in ano- 
ther, a lowly one of our own! So alſo 
Meekneſs and Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 
require us to ſubdue our Anger, to ſtifle 
our Reſentment! Charity likewiſe re- 
quires us to leſſen that Store which Self- 
love has appropriated to our own Pleaſure 
or Support, and which, therefore, it be- 
holds with a jealous Eye, when otherwiſe 
applied ? But what Sacrifice does Grati- 
tude require, what natural Inclination 
does it demand to be ſubdued? Nay, 
the indulging this Affection is but grati- 
fying our Nature! For Gratitude is a 
natural Paſſion, and ſtrictly interwoven 
with our original Frame! Even Children 
early feel it! The very firſt Appearance 
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SERM. of Reaſon they diſplay is a Diſcovery of 
X. 5 | 
— Gratitude and Love. 


Now, Gratitude, as to its Object, re- 
gards either God or Man! When it re— 
gards God as its Object, the Benefits it 
contemplates are, Exiſtence and Preſer- 
vation already beſtowed! Pardon, Re- 
demption and eternal Life offered on moſt 


equitable Conditions ! And when we con- 


template ſuch Favours as theſe, can we 
fail to feel a lively Reſentment of ſuch 
Obligations? And what Temptation can 
there be to ſuppreſs ſuch Reſentment ? 
We muſt be Sufferers by ſuppreſſing it! 
Gainers by expreſſing it! For Gratitude to 
God can expreſs itſelf but two Ways! 
By Praiſes of his Mercies, and Obedience 
to his Laws! The former leads to the 

latter, and both enſure his Favour ! 
When Gratitude conſiders Man as its 
Object, the Benefits which engage its At- 
tention excite no ſmall Reſentment of 
them ; for, though I grant the Benefits 
received from our Fellow-creatures weigh 
as nothing when balanced with thoſe re- 
ceived 


as required in a Chriſtian. 


ceived from Heaven, yet there are ſome 8 ERA. 
particular Circumſtances attending them, 


which greatly enhance their natural Va- 
lue! The Favours, for Inſtance, which 
we have received from God, though in- 
deed they be infinite in Value, might yet 
be reaſonably expected from the Nature 
of the Deity, infinite in Love and Mercy! 
Favours received from Man muſt make a 
very deep Impreſſion, as we cannot have 
the ſame Reaſon to expect them! Favours 
received from God, we enjoy in common 
with all Mankind, and no one Perſon has 
been neglected, that We might be parti- 
cularly diſtinguiſhed! In Favours re- 
ceived from Man, ten Thouſand perhaps 
have been unſucceſsful Candidates to ob- 
tain that, which the ſelf-flattering Choice 
of our Benefactor has conferred on us 
alone! In Favours received from God, 
our Benefactor is ſeen only in his Bounty! 

In Favours received from Man, we ge- 


nerally are acquainted with the Perſon of 


our Benefactor, and that the Objects of 
Senſe make on Mortals the deepeſt Im- 
| 2 preſſion, 
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SERM. preſſion, is univerſally acknowledged ! If, 
therefore, theſe Circumſtances attending 


the Obligations received from Man have 
a natural Tendency to increaſe our Gra- 
titude to human Benefactors, on the 
other Hand, what Temptation is there 
to fuppreſs this grateful Senſe ? What In- 
ducement is there to be ungrateful ? Will 
Ingratitude cancel the Debt? It ſwells 
the Principal indeed, but is far from pay- 
ing even the Intereſt; for, Obligations 
conferred upon undeſerving Perſons (and 
who more undeſetving than the Ungrate- 
ful?) add indeed to the Goodneſs which 
ſtill beſtows theſe Favours, whilſt at the 
fame Time they increaſe the Debt of 
thoſe who teceive them ſo unworthily ! 
Or, will Ingratitude ſet the Ungrateful 
on a Level with their generous 'Benefac- 
tors? Directly the reverſe! Such Ingra- 
titude exalts the Goodneſs, of the Bene- 
factor, whoſe Bounty, like ſome majeſtic 
River, ſcorns the Impediments which re- 
ſiſt its generous Courſe; but ſuch Ingra- 
titude depreſſes the Ungrateful in the 

Eyes 


> ic: fu i cs , a, £4 ad 


as required in a Cbriſtian. 227 


Eyes of all, and, moſt painful of all Hu- SERM. 
miliations, even in their own! 

But there is not only no natural Temp- 
tation to be deficient in Gratitude either i 
to God or Man; there is, on the contrary, \ 
every Encouragement to indulge this no- 
ble Paſſion! Gratitude is a Senſation of 
the: Heart attended with the moſt exqui- 
lite Pleaſure! For what can be ſo plea- 
ling as to, expreſs a grateful Senſe of the 
Favours received either from God or Man? 

What, for Inſtance, is ſo delightful as to 

Pour out the Heart in Praife and 'Thankſ- 

giving to/that merciful God, who has | 
called us into Exiſtence for the gracious 
Purpoſe of beſtowing Happineſs upon us? | 
What human Ad, which regards God as 
its Object, is attended with equal Plea- 
ſure? To deprecate the divine Wrath, 
where we have offended, is indeed a ne- 
ceſſary, but a painful Duty! It dwells 
on Shame, Remorſe, and Fear, the moſt 
unpleaſing of all our Paſſions. Nay, to 
entreat future Favours from the Deity, 
chaugd the paſt encourages the pleafing 
| Q 2 Hopes 
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SE RM. Hopes which accompany this Act of Wor- 
* 
— ſhip, has yet its Pleaſures greatly cha- 


ſtened by an unavoidable Senſe' of our 
own Unworthineſs! But to praiſe and 
magnify the Name of our Creator for his 
Mercies and Compaſſion, is fraught with 
the moſt pleaſing Ideas! Every String 


which it touches in the human Heart, is 


tuned in trueſt Uniſon to Rapture and 
Delight! It dwells on Hope, Joy and 


. Love! the ſweeteſt, the tendereſt of all 


our Paſſions ! 
Moſt delightful alſo is it to FP our 
Gratitude to Man! What a Weight do 


we feel ourſelves relieved from, when we 


thankfully acknowledge the Obligations 
we have received ! What Tranſports fill 
the human Heart, when, throbbing with 


Gratitude, it pants to meet that of its 


Benefactor? Doubly do we enjoy the Good 
received, when we ſee in the ſparkling 
Eyes of our Penefator, our own Plea- 


ſure ſhared by him, nay, redoubled by 
our Acknowledgments l Why does Na- 
ture on ſuch Occaſions pant as it were 


for 
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for Breath, and the big Drop ſtand in the 8 ERM. 


gliſtening Eye of both the Obliger and the 
Obliged, but that Nature is then almoſt 
unable to ſupport the Tranſports of the 
rapturous Moment ! 

But this grateful Temper is not only 
delightful at the Moment in which it 
prompts us to pour forth our Soul in 
Thankfulneſs to our Benefactor, it is 
alſo attended with numberleſs good Con- 
ſequences | Gratitude exceeds in Happi- 
neſs the Promiſe of the Pſalmiſt to af- 
flited Virtue, for though it does not go 


on its Way weeping, at leaſt not from 


Sorrow, though it ſows 1n Pleaſure as 
well as in Hope, it doubtleſs comes again 
with Joy, and brings its fruitful Sheaves 
with it ! Gratitude, whether it regards 
God or Man, is doubtleſs its own Re- 
ward! 

Gratitude to God is the Enſurer of 
every Bleſſing temporal or eternal ! Scrip- 
ture has aſſured us, great ig the Peace 
of them who love his Commandments and 
do them! And how can true Gratitude 

to 


X. 


ANY 
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SERM. to God ſlight his Commandments which 
— are not grievous? How can it refuſe 5. 


Yoke which is eaſy, his Burthen which 
is light ? How ſhall the Heart which feels 
a due Senſe of the divine Love to Man, in- 
dulge even a Thought diſpleafing to ſuch 
Goodneſs? Can any other Object ſhare that 
Reverence and Love, which in a peculiar 
Manner, and of a more ſacred Nature, 
it feels to be unalienably due to God? 
Anxious therefore to exert its limited and 
diſproportioned Strength, Gratitude to 
God is inſtant in every Action, in every 
Word, in every Thought, to manifeſt 
its Love! Gratitude feels no Difficulty in 
the Line of Duty; on the contrary, it 
then experiences the greateſt Rapture, 
when its utmoſt Exertions are demanded. 
Gratitude to Heaven, in the beautiful 
Language of Scripture, © ſmooths the 
« rough Places, makes the crooked ſtraight, 
« levels the oppoſing Mountain, and fills 
e the intervening Valley!” Duty and 
Pleaſure ſtrictly become to ſuch a Tem- 
per ſynonymous Terms! Heaven alſo 

aſſiſts 
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aſſiſts ſuch a Diſpoſition of the Soul, and in 8 ERM. 


every Difficulty of Duty, the ſtrengthen- 
ing Angel, though unſeen, is powerfully 
felt! The Heart, which a lively and a 


grateful Senſe of the divine Mercy fills, 


is indeed become the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt! His ſacred influence guides, 
ſtrengthens, and ſupports it here, and 
finally preſents it acceptable .in Heaven 
to the Throne of Grace! 

Nor is a grateful Senſe of human Fa- 
yours attended with a leſs proportioned 
Reward! No Act of its own does the 
human Mind contemplate with more 
Complacency, than any Attempt to ſhew 
its Gratitude ! Therefore, Self- approba- 
tion, the ſweeteſt of all Senſations, is the 
firſt and certain Reward of a grateful 
Heart! Benevolence, likewiſe, though 
ever ſo liberal, is not diſpoſed to laviſh 
its Favours on an ungrateful Soil! Tis 
in ſome Sort a Diſgrace to our Judgment 
and Diſcernment, when our Liberality 
has been conferred on the Ungrateful ! 


But when we find our Culture rewarded 
with 


X. 
23 
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SERM. with blooming Scenes of our own Crea- 
X. . | | 
— tion, pleaſed with our former Pains, 


we delight in heightening the Beauty and 
Happineſs to which we have given Birth ! 
Therefore, the Eſteem and Friendſhip of 
his BenefaQor is another Reward poſſeſſ- 
ed by the grateful Man! Is there alſo, 
any Diſpoſition ſo graceful and becoming 
as Gratitude? When does human Na- 
ture appear ſo amiable, as in any Attempt 
(though even in the humble one of 
Thankfulneſs) to return Favours re- 
ceived ? Another Tribute, therefore, paid 
to Gratitude is Honour and Eſteem ! The 
World does ample Juſtice to its Merit. — 
He alſo, who has properly reſented an 
Obligation received, has thus diſpoſed 
Numbers, when an Opportunity pre- 
ſents, to beſtow on him new ones. The 
grateful Man, therefore, has as many Pa- 
trons, ſhould he find Occaſion for their 
Service, as there are Perſons acquainted 
with his grateful Diſpoſition. Gratitude 
then, to human Benefactors, enjoys 
the Reward of Self- approbation, the 
| Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip and Eſteem of his Benefactor, SE R M. 
the Applauſe and Admiration . of the ws 


World, and a Facility in all Emergencies 
of procuring Friends! 

If then Gratitude be a Diſpoſition of 
the Soul at once pleaſing, honourable and 
advantageous, it muſt follow that Ingra- 
titude 18 a Torment, a Diſgrace, and a 
ſtumbling Block oppoſing Happineſs ! 
But as this laſt is directly oppoſite to the 
firſt, the Character of the one being 
drawn, it is needleſs to illuſtrate that of 
the other ! The Rule of Contraries is ob- 
vious and eaſily applied! Tis more uſe- 
ful therefore to enquire, when we may be 
faid to be guilty of Ingratitude either to 
God or Man? 

Ingratitude to God 1s ſo very black a 
Crime, one might imagine few, if any, are 
guilty of it! Yet undoubtedly, unnatu- 
ral as is the Crime, it is however com- 
mitted by. the following Perſons: Firſt, 
by the peeviſh, repining, and the diſſa- 

tisfied. — by the deliberately 
vicious; 
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SERM. vicious; and thirdly, the cruel and re- 


—— lentleſs! 


N 


The peeviſh, repinitig, and diſſatisfied 
Man, is daily guilty of Ingratitude to 


God What are all his Complaints, but 


ſo many indirect Attacks on the Good- 
neſs, the Juſtice, the Wiſdom and the 
Power of God? Aſk the Repiner, where- 


fore he complains? He will tell you, his 


Situation is peculiarly ſevere ! What, can 
that Situation be ſevere, which God has 
permitted? Is not this to arraign his 
Goodneſs and his Juſtice, his Wiſdom 
and his Power? His Wiſdom, which did 
not foreſee | His Power, which did not 
prevent! Or his Juſtice and Goodneſs, 
which could- reſt ſatisfied with unde- 
ſerved Miſery in his Creature! And can 
there be blacker Ingratitude, than thus 
by our Complaints to arraign theſe At- 
tributes of God? What, ſhall we doubt 
his Goodneſs, who died for us? His Juſ- 
tice, which even in this Life rewards 
every good Action with the ſweet Com- 
placency of approving Conſcience ? Or 

ſhall 
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ſhall we queſtion his Wiſdom and his 8s E R M. 


Power, which, conſpicuous as they ſhine 
in all his Works, ſeem yet chiefly ex- 
erted in Behalf of Man ! 

The deliberately vicious Chriſtian is 
alſo a ſhameful Ingrate to his gracious 
God! Through powerful and ſudden 
Temptation indeed, even Gratitude may 
ſuddenly be betrayed into the Commiſ- 
ſion of ſome dreadful Crime ! Peter, for 
Inſtance, loved his Maſter even at the Mo- 
ment in which he denied him! The Sud- 


X. 
— 


denneſs of the Danger, and the with- 


drawn Aſſiſtance of Heaven, conſequent 
to his former Boaſting, produced his Fall ! 
Like him therefore, we may ſuddenly of- 
fend that God, whoſe Mercies yet excite 
our Gratitude—But he can never love 
his Saviour, who deliberately offends that 
God who died for him! He who 'obſti- 
nately continues in a deliberate Courſe 
of ſinning, whatever Profeſſions he may 


make of Love and Gratitude to his God, 


whilſt he thus denies him hy his Life, 
AF in the Malice-of his Saviour's Mur- 


derers, 
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derers, and crucifies afreſh the Lord of 
Glory, putting him to an open Shame ! 
The cruel and relentleſs Man, alſo, is 


guilty of the moſt ſhameful Ingratitade 


to his God | Whom does he oppreſs and 


treat with Rigour ? Whom does he un- 


feelingly neglect in their Calamities, and 
againſt whom does he thus ſhut up all 
Bowels of Compaſſion ? Men for whom 
his gracious Saviour died, Objects of the 
ſame Love with himſelf, and Children of 
the ſame God! What, is his God will- 
ing to receive theſe the leaſt of his Bre- 
thren into Heaven, and does this unfeel- 
ing Man deny them here the common 
Comforts, the very Neceſſaries of the 
Road, in which both are travelling to 
Eternity? Has God forgiven this hard- 
hearted Man ten thouſand Talents, and 
does he deny his Fellow-ſervant ſcarce 
as many Pence? And after all, does this 
hard-hearted Man pretend to love his 


God, to be grateful for his - Mercies ? 


What, whilſt he treats thus hardly the 
acknowledged Friends of his divine Be- 
| nefacor ? 
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nefactor? Inſolent and ill grounded Pre- 8 mw M. 
tenſions! Vain and impious Profeflions! yw 


Scripture hath pointedly rejected all ſuch 
pretended Gratitude ! * The Man who 
« loyes not his Brother, whom he hath 
© ſeen, how can he love God, whom he 
« hath not ſeen ? If a Man ſee his Brother 
“have need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 
of Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth 
the Love of God in him??? 
With reſpe& to Ingratitude towards 
Man, he may be faid to be ungrateful, 
who ſeeks to leſſen the Value of the Fa- 
vours he has received from others, who 
attributes them to any Cauſe than Bene- 
volence in the Donor, or who fails to re- 
turn them when a convenient Opportu- 
nity preſents itſelf. - Theſe three Species 
of f Ingratitude are ſo very plain, they need 
no Illuſtration! In the Application of 
ths Deſcription to his particular Caſe, no 
one can poſlibly miſtake ! There remains 
therefore, only to enquire into the princi- 


PR ER of Ingratitude * : 
Ingra- 
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SERM.  Ingratitude to God, in a Chriſtian, can 
— — 2 ariſe from no other Cauſe, than a total 


Diſbelief of, or at beſt, a very imperfect 


Belief in, the Religion he profeſſes! Tis 
impoſſible that thoſe Men can ſeriouſſy 
and fully believe the Wonders of divine 


Love, Merey and Compaſſion, revealed 


in the Chriſtian Religion, who either re- 
pine at their Situation, who deliberately 
offend ſuch Goodneſs, or who. ſhut up 
their Bowels of Compaſſion from their 
future Companions in Eternity and Hap- 
pineſs.. Tis impoſſible that ſuch Men 
can be actuated by Gratitude to God, or 
that a full and lively Senſe of the divine 


Favours can have taken Poſſeſſion of their 


Hearts. How can they love the Deity, 
who knowingly, deliberately tranſgreſs, 
and that daily, any known Rules, which 
God has given to regulate human Con- 
duct? Can they who; diſtruſt his Mercy, 
and repine perpetually at his Diſpenſa- 
tions, can they pretend to ſeel a grateful 
Senſe of the Mercies of God, wham the 

thus daily by their Murmuring Wend 


even 
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even of Injuſtice? Or above all, can they SE BM. 
be ſaid to be grateful to the Deity, much nv 


leſs to love him (as Religion preſeribes) 
with all their Heart, with all their Mind, 
and with all their Soul, whilſt they refuſe 
to ſuccour; or relieve the deareſt Friends 
of this, their divine Benefactor? Surely, 
a thorough Conviction of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity could never permit ſo great 
a Violation of its plaineſt Precepts, as is 
committed by theſe three Claſles of Men 
Such Men have at, beſt, reſted their Bo- 
lief of Chriſtianity, on that early and 
very imperfect Inſtruction, which they 
received in their Childhood, but they 


never in their maturer Vears, or with a 


ripened, Judgment, ſeriouſly examined or 
earneſtly embraced the Religion which 
they profeſs! in 

In the laſt Place, Ingratitude to hu- 
man Benefacors in general, proceeds 
from overbearing Pride, or ungovern- 
able Envy. Pride, Which cannot beat to 
think any Mortal its Superior! Envy, 
which cannot behold with ſteadfaſt Byes, 


or 
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or a contented Heart, the Power or Good- 
neſs of another! | 
Since then, my Brethren, the Want 


.of Gratitude either to God, or Man, can 


plead no natural Temptation to exte- 
nuate its Guilt—for the indulging of this 


amiable Diſpoſition of the Soul requires 


not any Reſtrainf, any Mortification of 


ſome other natural Feeling or Appetite 
of the Soul; ſince alſo a grateful Tem- 


per is attended with preſent Pleaſure and 


future Advantage; above all, ſince In- 
gratitude is a Torment, Diſgrace, and an 


Obſtacle to Happineſs, it ſhould natural- 
ly follow, that we earneſtly endeavour to 


cultivate the firſt, and eradicate the laſt 


from our Nature; and ſince. we have 


found that all Ingratitude proceeds either 
from an imperfect Faith, or from Pride 


and Envy, let us, therefore, carefully ex- 
amine and underſtand the Religion we 
profeſs, and let us labour to ſubdue all 
Pride and Envy! Perſeverance in the firſt 
Attempt will open, to the Infidel and the 
Careleſs in Religion, Scenes of Rapture 
| and 
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and Delight, which at preſent they can- sE RM. 


not conceive! Perſeverance in the laſt 
Attempt, will happily free the Proud and 
Envious from many painful Thoughts, 
many mortifying Scenes, to which they 
are at preſent expoſed ! For the Proud, 
the Envious, muſt often be wounded by 
the fancied Neglect of others, by the ſu- 
perior Talents, Power, Happineſs or Re- 
putation of their Fellow-creatures ; but 
the Humble, and they who are free from 
Envy, in thoſe very Scenes, which admi- 
niſter ſo much Pain and Torment to Pride 
and Envy, enjoy a perpetual Feaſt ! 

To conclude: Since then, my Bre- 
thren, we have all received Obligations 
of an infinite Nature from our gracious 
God, Obligations which the moſt perfect 
Obedience, the moſt fervent Gratitude, 
the moſt ardent Love, can never half re- 
pay; and ſince moſt of us have likewife 
received Favours from our Fellow-crea- 
tures, let us, therefore, reflecting on theſe 
Debts we have contracted, indulge the 
generous and delightful Senſations of 

R Gratitude 
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SERM. Gratitude in its fulleſt Extent ! Let us, 

—— With the grateful Samaritan in my Text, 
fall down on our Knees, in humble Ado- 
ration, in pious Thankfulneſs, to the 
Goodneſs of our God, and let us, with 
due Thankfulneſs and Gratitude, ac- 
knowledge, and ſeize every fit Opportu- 
nity of returning, the Favours we have 
received from our Fellow- creatures! 


S E R- 
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The Provipexnce of Gop watchful 
over all his Works, and the IN Lu- 


ENCE it ſhould have on the Minds of 


MEN. 


[Preached before the INDEPENDENT Volu- 
TEE: SociEkrY of Baxbon, in the Year 


5698 commanded by FRANCIS BERNARD, 
q. 


7 


I 


He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, or 
for jake thee. 


HEBREWS, X111. 5. 


Max, by Creation ſubje to a thou- 
ſand Wants, expoſed to numerous Ene- 
mies, ſurrounded with numberleſs Dan- 
gers, in, himſelf utterly deſtitute of Wil- 
dom to foreſee, of Skill to avoid, or of 
Power to repel them, muſt in this World 
feel his Courage fail him, if he looks no 
farther than the uncomfortable Proſpect 
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FAC which ſublunary Things at firſt Sight pre- 
— ſent to his View! What a feeble Crea- 
ture does he appear in his firſt Exiſtence? 
How inferior in this Reſpect to thoſe Ani- 
mals he proudly ſtyles his Vaſſals? How 
flow is his Progreſs to the Maturity of 
that Strength he ultimately attains? How 
tedious his Arrival to the full Enjoy- 
ment of his boaſted Reaſon ? In Solitude, 
how many Dangers threaten his lonely 
State? In Society, what an Increaſe of 
Enemies in his ſurrounding Fellows? And 
in vain does he ſeek for Remedies in Art, 
or apply to Cunning, or human Pru- 
dence, to redreſs the many Evils he be- 
holds encircle him ! The Remedies they 
propoſe, but increaſe his natural Dan- 
gers, and the vain Medicine becomes an 

additional Poiſon ! 
Againſt ſo many Evils, if however, 
my Brethren, we examine our Situation 
with Attention and Care, a moſt power- 
ful Ally happily preſents himſelf for our 
Protection, and in him may we find a 
ſure Defence from every threatening Dan- 
ger ! 
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ger! In that awful Being, who has placed 8 ER M. 
us here in this State of Trial, in him Ries - 3p 


alone, the Father of all Mercies, can we 
find a ſure Defence, a faithful Shield, 
more than ſufficient to protect us againſt 
all our Enemies ! Here then may we fix 
our Foot, and undaunted ſay to the threat- 
ening Billows of earthly Afflictions and 
Calamities, © Thus far may ye come, 


« but here ſhall your proud Waves be 


« ſtayed.” Secure in the Defence of the 
Moſt High, we may bid Defiance to an 
united World! His Faithfulneſs and 
Truth ſhall be our Shield and Buckler ! 
For he hath graciouſly declared, he will 
never leave us, nor forſake us |! 

And what a comfortable Thought, my 
Brethren, muſt it be to ſuch helpleſs 
Creatures, as we muſt naturally perceive 
and acknowledge ourſelves really to be, 
what a comfortable Thought, that God 
thus watches over us, and ſuffereth not 
even an Hair of our Head, without his 
divine Permiſſion, to become black or 


white ! Amidſt the Glory of the ſeveral 
Attributes 
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8 ER M. Attributes of the Deity, how inexpreſſi- 


XI. 
— 


bly bright ſhines this his favourite one of 
Mercy and Protection? Where ſhall we 


turn, and its Radiance fail to ſtrike our 


Eyes? Shall we doubt the Exiſtence of this 
divine Providence watchful over all its 
Works, if we behold Man, the firſt-born 
of the Creation, ſeemingly helpleſs when 
he enters on this his Inheritance ? But 
with yielding Humility and Gratitude, 
obſerve the natural Tenderneſs of the 
Parent, appointed by Providence the 
happy Succourer of ſuch Weakneſs, 
yearning with melting Pity over the help- 
leſs Infant! See the eloquent Tears of 
the little Innocent, hear his moving Cries, 
and whilſt all Nature ſtirs within us at 
the affecting Sight and Sound, let us, in 
theſe tender Senſations, alike common 
to the Savage and the Civilized, own that 
the Father of Mercies abundantly watches 
over this helpleſs State! Or ſhall we 
doubt the Care of the Deity, if Man's ad- 
vancing Years are diſtinguiſhed by un- 
avoidable Ignorance? Behold the ready 

Remedy 


watchful over all Creation. 


Remedy of this ſeeming Defect, in that 8 ER M. 
ardent Defire to communicate Knowledge, Ly 


natural to the riper Years of others! 
Does the Frame of Man appear unable 
to contend with piercing Winds and the 
warring Elements of Nature ? Behold the 
various Animals created for his Uſe and 
Convenience, preſent their ſeveral Tri- 
butes to ſhield his Weakneſs; and ob- 
ſerve how Health, Decency, and even 
Elegance ariſe from theſe his natural In- 
firmities ! Does intolerable Pain at Times 
attack his feeble Body, and from thence 
ſhall we doubt the divine Attention to his 
Eaſe and Happineſs? "Tis no more than 
Nature labouring to expel a latent Ene- 
my, and aſſume new Vigour from the 
Conteſt! Do Tempeſts fiercely roar 
around him? Does Thunder rudely aſ- 


ſault his Ears? Do Lightnings flaſh De- 


ſtruction round him? And do Earth- 
quakes ſeem to ſhake this beauteous 
Globe, on which he dwells, to its very 
Centre, overwhelming all Creation in 


one common Ruin? Health ſpreads her 
balmy 
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8 EE M. balmy Pinions on the Tempeſt, and be- 

ww ſtrides the Fury of the Storm; whilſt Pe- 
ſilence and Plague fly from before this 

wild Uproar of Nature, thus removing | 

from her favourite Children their deadlieſt 

Enemies! Do Seas divide the kindred 

Sons of Men, and envious ſeem to place 

them at unfriendly Diſtance ? "Tis but a 

wiſe and provident Care of Nature to 

animate their Paſſions, whilſt by the 

ſeeming Separation ſhe hath indeed faci- 

litated their Intercourſe, and in Fact, hath 

thus brought them nearer! Do Moun- 

tains rear their rugged Heads, and threat- 

ening Heaven ſecm envious to retire from 

the Peaſant's Toil? "Tis, in Fact, but to 

render fruitful the virtuous Toil of Man, 

and afford refreſhing Showers, and neceſ- 

ſary Streams, that may bleſs his otherwiſe 

unſucceſsful Labours! Does Winter's 

Cold benumb, or Summer's ardent Heat, 

oppreſs in vain? Or in a Word, what 

ſeeming Ills in the natural World can 

captious Man point out, which united 

Wiſdom and Mercy have not contrived 

to 
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to advance his general Happineſs and 5 LAG 


Good ? 
Or is this gracious Care of Heaven leſs 


manifeſt in the moral World; or, ſhall 
we ſay the natural Paſſions of the Soul 
were given to plague, and not to bleſs 
Mankind? Had, indeed, theſe Paſſions 
been planted in the Soul of Man, and at 
the ſame Time Reaſon, their prudent 
and uſeful Governor, been denred to re- 
gulate and guide their natural Wildneſs, 
then, indeed, might we have complained, 
and lamented the dangerous Preſent; but 
under the Guidance and Direction of 
Reaſon, how amazingly do they add to 
the Happineſs of Man? Is then Love im- 
planted in the human Heart to imbitter 
or to ſweeten Life? They who have found 
in the chaſte Aﬀections of the married 
State a ſecond Paradiſe amidſt the inhoſ- 
pitable Wilds of Life; they who in 
Friendſhip have embraced another and a 
dearer Self, they beſt can tell how great 
the Bleſſing ! Is Pity alſo given to add to 


our Happineſs, or increaſe our Miſery ? 
They 


— 
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WES 46 They who have enjoyed the true Luxury 
— Of wiping away the Tears from the Eyes 
of the Unfortunate; they who have cauſed 
the Widow's Heart to ſing for Joy, they 
can tell how bountiful was the Creator 
when he formed the human Heart to 
feel for Sorrows not its own ! Was Hope 
likewiſe beſtowed upon us in Mercy or 
in Anger? How, indeed, ſhould the un- 
happy Captive, if deſtitute of this balmy 
Comforter, drag on his heavy Chain, or 
the impriſoned Debtor ſurvive his worſt 
of Loſſes, Liberty, did not Hope, ſtill 
pointing to the Sweets of returning Free- 
dom, with flattering Views of future 
Happineſs, ſoften the Severity of the 
preſent Scene ? How would Calumny and 
Malice triumph over oppreſſed and ſlan- 
dered Innocence, did not future Juſtice 
and impartial Poſterity, fondly painted by 
this flattering Cherub, chear the reviving 
Spirits of thoſe who have unjuſtly been 
miſrepreſented to their own Times by 
Envy and Detraction, which naturally faſ- 


ten on ſuperior Excellence? Nay, have 
even 
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even Fear or Anger, the leaſt amiable s E RM. 
and the moſt dangerous of all our Paſſi- 
ons, been given us but in Mercy? What 

2 faithful Pilot in the dangerous Voyage 

of Life proves the firſt? How many Pe- 

rils, in vain, aſſault our feeble Bark, 

whilſt ſhe, cautious, holds the Helm? And 

how many Enemies does the latter, when 
governed by Prudence, deter from injur- 

ing us? 

But to crown the whole: How has the 
Mercy of this tender Father diſplayed 
itſelf unutterably gracious in ſnatching 
us from the Miſeries of eternal Death? 
O ineffable Love of a merciful God to 
wretched Sinners! O divine Compaſſion, 
how freely, how fully extended to ruined 
Mortals! Did then the bleſſed Saviour, 
Son of the eternal God, and the expreſs 
Image of the Father, did he forſake his 
Throne, his Glory in the Heavens, and, 
humbling himſelf, condeſcend to aſſume 
a human Form? Did he lead here on 
Earth a Life of Suffering, Trial, Pati- 
ence, Poverty, and Diſtreſs? Did he ex- 


pire 
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pire in Agonies, and breathe his laſt upon 
an ignominious Croſs? And for whom ? 
Was it for his Friends, his Servants and 
faithful Subjects? Amazing Thought! 
This aſtoniſhing Sacrifice, my Brethren, 
was made for Enemies and Rebels! 
What Love, what Mercy! Well may 
this gracious God thus queſtion thoſe, 
who profanely doubt his Providence and 
Care: © Can a Woman forget her ſucking 


« Child, that ſhe ſhould not have Com- 


4 paſſion upon her Son? Yea, ſhe may 
« forget, yet will not I forget thee !” Moſt 
gracious Promiſe! How faithfully ful- 
filled in the Redemption of Mankind ! 
How, my Brethren, does this vaſt and 
amazing Subject, the Redemption of Man 
from Sin and eternal Death, purchaſed 
by the Sufferings and Death of God him- 
ſelf, how does this Subject fill and aſto- 
niſh the human Mind, arouſing every 
tender Paſſion ! When we contemplate 
it attentively, what Awe, what Reve- 
rence, Gratitude and Love, does it kin- 


dle in the human Breaſt? Chaſtened, 


corrected 
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corrected by the vaſt Idea, what various $ oY M. 
Sentiments does it excite in us? A while 


we dwell with Rapture and Aſtoniſh- 
ment, on the inconceivable Dignity con- 
ferred upon our Nature ! Again we adore 
the unfathomable Depths of Wiſdom 
which decreed, and the ineffable Mercy 
which offered up the Sacrifice! Again, 
we admire that Panoply againſt all 
Temptation, the Grace of God tendered 
to every Chriſtian ! We exult at Sin, and 
Death, and Satan, led chained in the 
Triumph of our victorious Saviour ! 
What ſhall we ſay then, my Brethren, 
when we review theſe ineſtimable Mercies 
of our God ? Has God, indeed, called us 
into Being with the gracious Deſign of be- 
ſowing Happineſs upon us? Has he fo 
ordered every Thing in the natural and 
moral World, as that they may uniformly 
conſpire to promote our general Good? 
Has he, ſtill more important Mercy! en- 
ſured to us eternal Life, and everlaſting 
Happineſs, by his Sufferings in our Na- 
ture, and by his precious Death, the pro- 


pitiatory 
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8ER M. pitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins! And in re- 
XI. 
ws turn for theſe Mercies, what does he 


exact from us? Nothing, ſurely, can be 
deemed an adequate Return on our Part! 
Surely, we will gladly ſlight every Pain, 
every Suffering, prompted by a lively 
Gratitude ! But how falſely do we judge, 
when we think thus runs the Compact! 
In return for all theſe gracious Favours, 
our God requires us to be happy here, 
that thus we may prepare ourſelves to 


enjoy eternal Happineſs hereafter ! For 


when he requires us, in return for all 
theſe Bleſſings beſtowed upon us, to for- 
ſake our Sins, what does he require of us, 
but to quit a Life of Slavery ? Or when 
this gracious God exhorts us to be pure, 
even as he 1s pure, when he earneſtly 
urges us to embrace Virtue, Holineſs and 


Religion, to what does he then invite us, 


but to a wiſe and prudent Purſuit of 
our moſt valuable Intereſts? And doubt- 
leſs no other Way can we, frail and weak 
Mortals, poſſibly manifeſt our Gratitude 
to that merciful God, who hath graciouſly 

declared 
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declared to thoſe who humbly ſeek to s ERM 


pleaſe him, that he will never leave nor 
forſake them ! By this ſincere Dedica- 
tion of ourſelves to his Service alſo, by 
this alone, can we make any Return to 
that Saviour who died for us! Turning 
away from the Follies of our Doings, 
ceaſing to do Evil, learning to do well, 
thus alſo ſhall we no longer impiouſly 
obſtruct the gracious Intention of him, 
who made this great propitiatory Sacrifice 
to reconcile repenting Sinners to their 
offended God! And wherefore, think ye, 
came the Son of God into the World ? 
Doubtleſs to ſave Sinners! But came he 
not alſo to deſtroy Sin? Doubtleſs like- 
wiſe to deſtroy Sin! Elſe had the Sacri- 
fice of his precious Life diſgraced, and 
not glorified, the great Redeemer! Can 
we think then but with Horror of deli- 
berate Sin in a Chriſtian? Unnatural 
Sight! A Crime more baſe in its Nature 
than the Treachery of him who betrayed 
his Lord and Maſter! For what 1s a 
Chriſtian? A Member of his Saviour's 

Body! 


XI. 
Loy 


| 
| 
| 
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SERM. Body! And ſhall Pollution dare to unite 
XI. 
itſelf to infinite Purity? Abominable Pro- 
fanation and Impiety! Can we forget 
the Apoſtle's juſt Apprehenſion for the 
eternal Welfare of ſuch unnatural Mon- 
ſters? © It is impoſſible” (ſays he, ſpeak- 
ing of deliberate Sins in a Chriſtian) 
« for thoſe who were once enlight- 
« ened, and have taſted the heavenly 
“ Gift, and the good Word of God, if 
« they ſhall fall away, to renew them- 
« ſelves again unto Repentance !” 
Start we with Horror at thefe alarming 
Words, and does Conſcience, ſupplying the 
Place of the Prophet, tell us plainly, ve 
are the Men! Wretched are we indeed, 
if thus, through our own Fault, a crucified 
Saviour as to us has bled in vain! How 
impious is that Life which thus ſeems as 
it were to counteract Omnipotence ! 
Urge we in Excuſe the Frailty of our 
Nature, our defenceleſs State? Vain and 
falſe Excuſe! Weakneſs itſelf, when 
aided by the God of Nature, is firmeſt 


Strength, and his Grace is complete Ar- | 
mour |! 
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receive not its Accomplifhment, tis be- 
cauſe we do not properly ſeek it! For 
even whilft with Peter we fink in the 
Sea of Doubt and Error, if with him 
alſo we- fincerely exchim, Save, Lord, 
or elſe we periſh: behold a Saviour's 
reſcuing Arm ftretched forth to our Aſ- 
ſiſtance, as powerful as willing to ſnatch 
us from the devouring Waves of Wick- 
edneſs and Sin! 

Behold then, my tka: as Chriſ- 
tians, the unnatural Baſenefs of our con- 
tinuing in Sin! As Objects of unli- 
mited Love and Mercy, view the Ingra- 
titude of fuch Continuance ! As Mortals, 
and uncertain of a Moment's Life, reflect 
on the Danger of fuch Continuance 
As Members of one Community, and 
ſtrictly bound as ſuch to promote its In- 
tereſts, its Proſperity, and Happineſs, 
conſider the Injuſtice of ſuch Perſeve- 
rance, by which, as far as in us lies, we 
add to the general Guilt, and by thus 

8 contributing 
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mour! Doubt we his Promiſe that he s ER M.- 
will never leave us nor forſake us? If we yy 
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5 ERM. contributing to the public Wickedneſs, 
XI. a 

vo contribute to proyoke the Providence 

of God, and to call down from offended 

Heaven, public Judgments on our Coun- 

try! And moſt dreadful are the Denun- 

ciations contained in Scripture againſt 

Nations univerſally corrupt, and plunged 

in Wickedneſs and Immorality ! “ Defile 

« not yourſelves” (ſays the Spirit of 

God to the Jews when introducing 

them into the Land of Promiſe) © in 

« any of theſe Things, for in theſe 

« Things are the Nations defiled which I 

« have caſt out before you! Their Land 

« is defiled, therefore do] viſit the Iniqui- 

ce ty thereof upon it! And the Land it- 

« ſelf yomiteth out its Inhabitants! Ye 

« ſhall not therefore do theſe Abomina- 

cc tions, leſt the Land ſpue youout alſo, as it 

e hath the Nations that were before you !” 

Thus alſo, in the Prophet Iſaiah, does 

God deſcribe the Wickedneſs of a ſinful 

Nation, and foretell his ſignal Vengeance 

on ſuch a People : © Hear now this, thou 

te that art given to Pleaſure, thou that 

« dwelleſt 
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« dwelleſt careleſsly, thou that truſteſt in 5 13 M. 
« thy Wickedneſs, that ſayeſt in thy Heart, * 2 
« I am, and none elſe beſide me ! I ſhall 

« not fit as a Widow, neither ſhall I know 

e the Loſs of Children! Behold theſe two 

« Things, ſaith the Lord, ſhall come upon 

<« thee in one Day, in a Moment! Loſs of 
Children and Widowhood! They ſhall 

« come upon thee in full Perfection! Evil 

e ſhall come upon thee, and thau ſhalt not 

* know from whence it ariſeth ; and Miſ- 

chief ſhall come upon thee, and thou 

e ſhalt not be able to put it off; and Deſo- 
lation ſhall come upon thee ſuddenly ! | 
For the Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed, and | 
« who ſhall diſannul it, and his Hand is | 
« ftretchedout, and whoſhall turn it back?” 

Such, my Brethren, are the awful 
Denunciations of divine Vengeance pro- 
nounced in the Scripture againſt every 
ſinful and corrupt Nation! Happy then 
are they who timely take Heed unto their 
Ways, and turn from the Evil they have | 
committed! How dreadful muſt it be to ! 
fall under the Vengeance of that God, 
S 2 whoſe 
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whoſe chief Delight, whoſe favourite At- 
tribute is Mercy ! And how great muſt 
be thoſe Crimes which: can arm his Juſtice 
in Oppoſition to his Pity and -Forbearance ! 
At all Times muſt it be our Duty and our 
Wiſdom ſeriouſly. to conſider thoſe im- 
portant Truths ! More eſpecially does it 
concern us in Times of public Alarm, 
and national Apprehenſion! At a Time, 
therefore, like the preſent, big with 
Danger, and when War with all its Hor- 
rors threatens to invade this Land long 
fa voured by the divine Providence with 
the Bleſſings of Peace, how indiſputably, 
at ſuch a Time, is it our Duty and our 
Intereſt to endeavour to reconcile our- 
ſelves to offended Heaven? How wiſe to 
avert, or at leaſt, prepare againſt the ap- 
proaching Tempeſt? And ſince Virtue 
and Religion alone can ſecure to us the 
Protection of Providence, highly does it 
concern us to render ourſelves deſerving 
its Interpoſition in our Defence ! For then 
ſhould we poſſeſs a Right to ſay with the 


penitent Pſalmiſt, „Who will go forth 


ec with 
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„ with our Armies? ' Wilt not thou, O SER M. 


« God of -Hoſts? Wilt not thou tread 
« down our. Enemies?“ Then might we 
alſo add with his pious and firm Confi- 
. dence, * the Lord himſelf is on our Side 
„We will not fear what Man can r do 
c unto us! 

If then, my Brethren, ye ely love 
your Country, now threatened by a fo- 
reign and treacherous Enemy, an Enemy 
equally to your Faith and happy Conſtitu- 
tion! If yt hold dearer than your Life 
your Wives and defenceleſs and unpro- 
tected Little-ones! If ye are fired with 
Indignation at the infolent Threatening 
of your inſidious Neighbours! If ye deſpiſe 
their Threats and are prepared to chaſtiſe 
them ! If ye nobly ſpurn at the Threats 
of Slaves! If ye are deſcended from An- 
ceſtors who would have died ſooner than 
have bowed their Necks to Tyranny and 
Deſpotiſm, or have meanly ſubmitted 
their Conſcience | and Underſtanding to 
Prieſtoraft, Ignorance and Superſtition ! 
If ye inherit this their virtuous and mar- 

4 tia 
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SERM. tial Spirit (and that ye have not degene- 
XI. | 

— rated from your worthy Anceſtors, the 

noble Spirit and Zeal, which like one 

Soul animated the Breaſts of thoſe gene- 

rous Men, who, at their own Expence, 

ha ve lately throughout the threatened 

Kingdom arrayed and diſciplined them- 

{elves honourably to protect the Rights 

of their Country and their King, amongſt 

which warlike and martial Corps, that 

which I now addreſs is remarkably diſtin- 

guiſhed; that ye have not, I ſay, dege- 

nerated from your Sires, this noble Spirit 

and Zeal fully prove!) If ye, therefore, 

pofſeſs theſe proper and generous Senti- 

ments,. timely ſecure in your Favour the 

Care and Protection of that God © who 

* ruleth over all the Kingdoms of the 

e Earth, who breaketh the Sword and 

** knappeth the Spear aſunder, who is 
juſtly ſtyled the God of Battles ! - 

And do thou, O God of Hoſts and Pro- 
tector of the Injured, grant us Firmneſs 
to withſtand our Enemies in the Field, 
and: Pity to forgive them when ſubducd ! 

=. And 
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And ſince every worldly Event is at thy 8 EN 
Diſpoſal, to render us worthy of thy Care | 
and ProteQion, turn us, O Lord, we be- | | 
ſeech thee, from the Evil of our Doings, 

that, following henceforth the Ways of BR 
thy Laws, and the Works of thy Com- 
mandments, we may thus be entitled 
humbly to claim thy gracious Promiſe, 
that © thou wilt never leave nor forſake 
« ſuch as walk humbly with their God.” 
Amen, 


SER- 


(. | 


SERMON XI. 
RELiGioN no ExEMr to human Har- 
pix Ess even in this WoRLD, and the 

certain ENSURER of it in the next. 


PROVERBS, iii. 19. 


Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
all her Paths are Peace ! 


N OTHING can be more prejudicial 
to the Intereſts of Religion, than a falſe 
Conception of the Duties it enjoins, and 
of the Effect it naturally has on human 
Happineſs! Men of gloomy Imaginations 
and of weak Minds, have at Times re- 
preſented this true and beſt Friend, as 
the moſt cruel Enemy to the Happineſs 
of Man! Hence amongſt every Nation, 
in every Age, and in every Religion, the 
cruel and abſurd Mortifications preached 


vp 


| 
| 
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up as the poſitive Injunctions of Reli- SE RM. 
gion! Hence aroſe among the Jews, that 2 
intolerable Load of Cuſtoms, Ceremonies, 
and Traditions, a ſtrict Compliance with 
which was ſo rigorouſly exacted by the 
Phariſees from all their Diſciples! Hence 
the Wearing of -Sackcloth, the Walking 
barefoot, the mid-night Watchings, the 
Faſtings, the Laſhing of their Bodies, the 
moſt, radiculous Pilgrimages, the entire 
* Secluſion from all human Converſe, held 
ſo meritorious, ſo very neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, in the monkiſh Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity! Hence the ſtill greater Mortifica- 
tions, the aſtoniſhing Self-torments prac- 
tiſed at this Day in the Eaſt ! Hence like- 
wiſe has ariſen the. very falſe Diſtinction 
of the Man of Pleaſure as oppoſed to the 
Man ef Religion! A Diſtinction fo very 
abſurd, ſo very unjuſt, that were Truth 
to aſſign to each their true Appellation, 
the Man of Religion alone can produce 
an. undiſputed Title to earthly Happi- 
neſs! Since Religion may truly boaſt, her 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her 
| Paths 
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SERM. Paths are Peace! And to be convinced 
WS of the great Truth of this Aſſertion, we 
need only candidly enquire, what true 
Religion really exacts from her Votaries, 
and how human Happineſs is affected by 
a ſtrict Compliance with ſuch Exactions 
Now with reſpect to Religion, we may 
conſider ourſelves in a three- fold Situa- 
tion, as bound to perform certain Duties 

which regard as their Object, firſt, God; 
ſecondly, Ourſelves; thirdly, our Neigh- 

bour ! 2885 

If we liſten to Religion as adviſing us 
on the firſt of theſe Heads, namely our 
Duty to God, we ſhall find her Inſtruc- 
tions numerous indeed, but it were very 
unjuſt ſurely, to call them ſevere or diſ- 
agreeable ! For can we juſtly apply either 
of theſe Epithets to any of thoſe Duties 
which Religion enjoins Mankind to pay 
the Deity? How unjuſtly, for Inſtance, 
ſhould we call ſevere or diſagreeable the 
Duties of Adoration, Worſhip, and 
Prayer? How unreaſonable alſo would it 
be to conſider as an Hardſhip, that firm 
Reliance 
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Reliance which Religion commands us 8 ERM. 


XII. 


to place on the Providence of God, or te 


meek and humble Submiſſion ſhe direQs 
us to yield to every Viſitation of the 
Deity; the Reverence ſhe enjoins to be 
paid his holy Name and Word; or that 
fervent Love and Gratitude which ſhe 
points out as due for all his Mercies ! 
On the contrary, how natural, how eaſy, 
how pleaſant, is the ſtrict Diſcharge of 
all theſe Duties! How delightful, for 
Example, (whilſt Innocence encourages, 
and conſcious Guilt does not check, ſuch 
Preſumption !) how very delightful, I 
fay, the Employment of our ſeveral Fa- 
culties, when we elevate our Soul, our 
Heart, our inmoſt Aﬀections in fervent 
Prayer, in humble Worſhip, in devout 
Adoration to the Deity! How ſweet is 
it thus to pour forth our virtuous 
Wiſhes, our humble Hopes to the God of 
Nature! How rapturous, how honoura- 
ble is it thus nearly to approach our 
Maker! How comfortable alſo, is a firm 
Reliance on his Providence, how wile, 
how 


268 
8E R M 
XII 


Religion no Enemy to 


how juſt! Comfortable, as it muſt diſpel 
all uneaſy Fears, all tormenting Doubts ' 
Wile, as it muſt meet his Approbation, 
ſecure his paternal Care]! And moſt juſt, 
as he is the God of Mercy and of Power! 
Nor is Submiſſion to the moſt | ſevere 
divine Viſitations leſs wiſe, or leſs con- 
ducive to human Happineſs ! For how 
does the vain Reſiſtance of Man againſt 
the Decrees of Providence add to the 
Preſſure of -whatever Ills at any Time 
oppreſs him? And on the other Hand, 
how comparatively lighter do Patience 
and meek Reſignation render the Load 
of human Calamities ? Whilſt ' we pro- 
perly and juſtly conſider all our Misfor- 
tunes in this World as Trials of our Love 
to God, of the Sincerity of our Obedience, 
or as uſeful Leſſons of Inſtruction, Ad- 
monition and Reproof; whilſt with inward 
Conſolation we look up to the divine Love 
which guides the Laſn, to the paternal Care 
which holds the Rod, we forget in the 
kind Intention of the merciful Corrector, 
half the Pain of the inflicted Puniſhment ! 

Reverence 
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Reverence likewiſe for the Name and 


Revelations of the Deity, is a Duty by 
no Means repugnant to our Feelings ! 
How naturally does it ſpring up in the 
human Mind, when it attempts to com- 
prehend the awful Attributes of God, 


when it contemplates in the ſacred Writ- 


ings a faint Glimpſe of that divine Ma- 
jeſty, which Mortality can view but 


through a Veil! Nor, in the laſt Place, 


are Love and Gratitude to the Deity, an 
heavy and an irkſome Obligation to be 
paid by. Man to his Creator, ſo highly 
diſtinguiſhed as he is by the Mercy and 
the Love of his gracious God ! Did Reli- 


gion, indeed, forbid us to expreſs that 


Love and Gratitude, which the Love and 
Goodneſs of the Deity ſo naturally excite 


in a grateful Heart, we might then with 


Reaſon lament an Injunction fo painful, 
ſo difficult in the Obedience! For how 
could we ceaſe to glow with fervent Love, 
with humble Gratitude, to ſuch Good- 
neſs! How indeed? So highly favoured, 
ſo amazingly honoured ! Created in the 

Image 
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5E RM. Image of the Deity, preſerved by his in 
3 watchful Care, redeemed by the Death of ſa 
his only Son, ſanctified by his holy Spirit, 7 

and placed here on Earth, Probationers 0 

for the Joys of Heaven and everlaſting * 
Happineſs t 

In the next Place, let us enquire what E 

are the Duties which Religion points out a 

to us as due to ourſelves: They are all n 
included in a poſitive Injunction to pre- b 

ſerve our Health uninjured, and to im- I 

prove our Reaſon and our mental Powers ! f 
Temperance then, and mental Improve- a 

ment, include the whole of what Religion t 

in this Reſpect recommends to our Prac- { 


tice! And what ſo delightful, what fo 
truly its own Reward, as a Compliance 
with the Dictates of theſe two Duties? 
Are then Spirits light and airy, refreſhing 
Sleep, a more than common Exemption 
from Pain and Sickneſs, the Enjoyment 
of the preſent Hour, intellectual Improve- 
ment, the Expanding of our mental Fa- 
culties, are theſe Pleaſures of a trifling 
Nature? The laſt ſurely, as approaching 
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in Degree, and in ſome ReſpeR almoſt the s E R M. 
ſame in Kind, with thoſe of Angels, can- * 
not be too highly prized ! The Enjoyment 
of mental Pleaſure united to ſound Health, 
was the frequent Wiſh of a profeſſed Vo- 
tary of Pleaſure in the Heathen World ! 
Here then, even on his own Ground, 
and on his own Plan, ſublunary Enjoy- 
ment, the Man of Pleaſure is left behind 
by the Man of Religion at an enviable 
Diſtance, and with this additional Satis- 
faction to the latter, that his Enjoyments 
are heightened by conſcious Virtue, and 
the delightful Certainty, that Death itſelf 
ſhall only refine the Nature of them! 

In the laſt Place, what are the Reſtric- 
tions which Religion lays us under with 
reſpect to our Neighbour? One golden 
Rule comprehends all her Injunctions 
here: Thou ſhalt love thy. Neighbour as 
thyſelf ! And what is there painful here? 
What mighty Sacrifice, in impoſing on 
us this Command, does Religion require 
at our Hands ? Rather, what a freſh, what 
a perpetual Spring of Happineſs and En- 

joyment 
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XIII. 
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WA, With ſuch a Precept? For what, my Bre- 


thren, is to love our Neighbour? Tis to 
reſtrain Injuſtice, which perpetually ex- 
poſes its Owner to a ſevere Retaliation ! 
"Tis to tear up by the Roots Covetouf- 
neſs, which oppreſſes its unhappy Maſter 
ſtill more than his Fellow-creatures ! 
Tis to baniſh Envy, which unnaturally 
preys on itſelf! It is to exclude all Ma- 
lice, whoſe Strokes often recoil on its 
own Head with redoubled Violence! It 
is to obtain a perfect Freedom from Re- 
venge, whoſe gloomy Thoughts know no 
Peace! It is to enjoy a continual Feaſt of 
the Mind, tomake the Proſperity of others 
our own, and the Succeſs of all Mankind 
the Subje of our own Rejoicing ! It is 
to poſſeſs the Eſteem, the Good-will, and 
the Love of all around us! It is to meet 
a Friend in every Acquaintance, a Well- 


wiſher in every Neighbour ! It is to dwell 
in the Hearts, in the Affections of our 


Brethren, to approach the divine Nature, 
and 
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and to be as perfect in this World as our 8 ERM. 


Nature permits ! 

Theſe then are the general Outlines of 
thoſe Rules, which Religion preſcribes 
for the Regulation of human Conduct! 
Rules, which we may obſerve, far from 
laying painful and unnatural Reſtraints on 
human Happineſs, promiſe to increaſe 
and refine earthly Enjoyment ! But to 
form a more accurate Idea of their Effects, 
let us attentively view theſe two Cha- 
racters, the Man of Pleaſure (as he is 


falſely ſtyled) who rejects Religion as a 


Fable, and who, therefore, without Scru- 
ple or Remorſe, gratifies his unbridled 
Paſſions in every Scene of Life, in open 
Violation of every Precept enjoined by 
Morality and Religion; and, having in 
this Review of the Contemner of Religion, 
evidently diſcovered his great Miſtake in 
the Purſuit of Happineſs, let us, review- 
ing next the Character of the Man of Vir- 
tue and Religion, who wiſely has made 
the Precepts of Religion the Counſellors 
and Directors of all his Actions, admire 

* the 
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S8 ERM. the Prudence and Wiſdom of his judici- 


XII. 


3 odous Choice. 


Moſt painful indeed, but replete with 
important Inſtruction, is the Contempla- 
tion of the firſt of theſe two very different 
Characters! And what is the very firſt 
Attempt of ſuch a Man at his firſt En- 
trance on the public Stage of Life! Moſt 
unnatural, and, if we may judge from 
the attending Remorſe, in its Beginning 
at leaſt, moſt painful ! To obliterate every 
Impreſſion of Religion or Morality, which 
the pious Care of Parents, or the atten- 
tive Inſtructions of the Preceptors of his 
Youth, inculcated in his early Days, on 
a yielding Mind, and unprejudiced Heart! 
An Attempt which, perhaps, originated 
from the Sneers of thoſe, who had never 
experienced the Pleaſantneſs of thoſe 
Paths, which they ignorantly derided ! 
Weak in his Judgment, and ſimple 
enough to be cheated and laughed out of 
his moſt valuable Poſſeſſions, he ſurren- 
ders up to Ignorance and Ridicule, his 
Reaſon and Religion, the moſt faithful 

Guides 
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Guides of human Life! Or is it through 8 ER M. 
a vain Hope of graſping a larger Circle of . 
Enjoyment, that he thus lets go the Reins 
to his ſeveral Paſſions, and plunges, as 
he falſely imagines, into a Sea of Plea- 
ſures? But what is the true Nature of 
theſe Purſuits, to which, forſaking the 
tranquil Enjoy ment he derived formerly 
from Virtue and Religion, he hath now 
inconſiderably devoted himſelf? Aſk even 
himſelf in his few ſober Moments ! Queſ- 
tion the Head-ach, the Lowneſs of Spi- 
rits which this Day ſucceed his Yeſter- 
day s Debauch? Will he, in that lucid 
Interval, deſcribe the Happineſs he then 
hoped to have enjoyed, with the ſame 
Warmth of Fancy with which he previ- 
ouſly embraced it in Idea? What does he 
now recollect of the Scene with Pleaſure ? 
From the laſt Glaſs which proclaimed 
the Flight of Temperance, all was Diſguſt 
and Impertinence! Improving Converſa- 
tion was changed into Noiſe and Uproar 1! 
The pleaſing Communications of Inti- 
macy and Friendſhip were exchanged for 
T 2 indecent 


276 


Religion no Enemy to 


SERM. indecent Rudeneſs! Senſe, Genius, and 
A liberal Education, overpowered by In- 


temperance, could no longer be diſtin- 
guiſhed from Folly, Dulneſs, and Igno- 
rance! Every unhappy Bias of the 
warped Mind, every concealed Imperfec- 
tion, now brought to Light, encreaſed the 
mutual Tumult and Diſguſt, and, per- 
haps, Madneſs and Quarrels cloſed the 
mortify ng Scene ! 

But, perhaps, his other Sacrifices to 
that Syren, Pleaſure, may be attended 
with a more favourable Succeſs! Can we 
fay then, that the betraying female In- 
nocence, the expoſing to Infamy and 
Scorn, the fond and weak Boſom, that 
was led by every Wile, by every the 
baſeſt Art, to look on its Betrayer as its 
tendereft, beſt of Friends? Can we think 
the betraying of a confiding Intimate, the 
wounding him in his moſt tender and dear 
Poſſeſſions, can we imagine the planting 
Daggers in a Parent's Heart, the chang- 
ing Innocence, Lovelineſs and Worth, 
into Guilt, Deformity and Vileneſs, can 

we 
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we think theſe Actions, much leſs the SEAM 
bitter Reflections which follow them, con- . 


ſtitute, or add to human Happineſs? If 
theſe Actions confer Felicity, if they be- 
ſtow Happineſs in the Perpetration of 
them, if they are ſucceeded by Peace and 
Contentment, why then is the Man of 
Pleaſure (as he is falſely termed) ſeen ſo 
frequently endea vouring to fly from him- 
ſelf and his own Thoughts with un- 
wearied Aſſiduity and Care? Why do 
Solitude, Reflection and the Night ſtrike 
him with Horror? Why does he complain 
of 'Time as a heavy Burthen, yet trem- 
ble at its End as the greateſt of Evils ? 

And is the Man, who thus tramples 
on the Reſtraints: preſcribed by Religion, 
more happy in other Reſpects ? Does the 
Freedom with which he openly laughs 
at all moral Obligations, at all religious 
Duties, add to his Reputation, ſave in 
the Eyes of Fools? Does it recommend 
him to the Eſteem and Admiration of 
Men of Senſe? Is this the Character 


which Intimacy and ſocial Intercourſe 
will 
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8 ERM. will wiſh to form a Connection with? 


XII. 


And can there be a ſeverer Tax laid upon 


earthly Happineſs, than that which the 
Man of Pleaſure thus voluntarily ſubmits 
to pay? Has not the wiſe Man declared 
that “ a good Name is better than Riches, 
« and that a faithful Friend is the Medi- 
* cine of Life!“ Two moſt important 
carthly Bleſſings, which the Man of Plea- 
ſure, and of no — < ares ſur- 
renders! 

And what mighty Advantages does 


| ſuch a Man gain by deſpiſing and ne- 


glecting the Duties which more immedi- 
ately concern the Deity? Does it add to 
the Opinion of his Courage, that he im- 
piouſly defies his Maker, and ſcorns to 
pay him the juſt Tribute of Adoration, 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving? What a Miſ- 
take! True Courage is the deſpiſing of 
ſuch Danger, as human Prudence, hu- 
man Power, and human Reaſon, con- 


jointly may, in general, expect to van- 


quiſh! All other Inſenſibility of Danger 
is a ſtupid Shutting of the mental Eyes, 
| a Fool- 
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Contempt, our Surprize, but which only 


Fools or Madmen will venerate or ap- 
plaud! In Proſperity, how aſtoniſhing 
is ſuch infatuated Neglect of the divine 
Beſtower of it, how baſe ſuch black 
Ingratitude to the gracious Giver of 
carthly Bleſſings? Yet, ſtill more ſurpriz- 
ing, in Adverſity, the Contraſt between 
the Impotence of Irreligion to ſuſtain ſuch 
Trials, and the continuing deaf to the 
ſalutary Admonition of Misfortune ! 
Dead to Virtue and Religion, and aſ- 
faulted by Affliction, what a ſhocking 
Sight is human Nature ! No Ray of Light 
illumines the gathering Darkneſs of the 
Scene! No Ray of Hope breaks through 
the thick Deſpair which cloſes the moſt 
diſtant Proſpect! The Man of Pleaſure 
and of no Religion, wandering in the 
Vale of human Miſery, at Enmity with 
many of his Fellow-creatures, a Rebel 
to ' his God, and leagued with Darkneſs 
only.—What frightful Odds are ranged 
againſt him in all human Trials! | 

| But, 
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But, the cloſing Scene of all marks ſtil! 


4... more ſtrongly the Folly and the Miſery of 


the Choice that Man has made, who has 
vainly hoped for Happineſs in the Paths 
of illicit Pleaſure, and who has ſought 
Felicity independent of Virtue and Reli- 
gion! As Death approaches, the. Delu- 
ſion vaniſhes, when all Recovery is pro- 
nounced impoſlible, it utterly diſappears ! 
Hopeleſs, deſpairing, ſtretched on his 
Bed, and ſeized by the Diſtemper which 
38 to conſign his Body to its kindred 
Earth, and to diſmiſs his Soul to ano- 
ther World, whither now in a Moment 
has fled the Gaiety, the Thoughtleſſneſs 
which once diſtinguiſhed his mad Career 


through the Scenes of Life? Where now 


are his Scoffs, his Sneers, his Pleaſan- 
tries on Religion ? Where is the Wit with 
which he laughed at Eternity, and de- 
_ fled the Almighty? Where alſo are his 
boon Companions, who joined him in 
his dull Profanity, who applauded the 
patire, the Poignancy of his pointed 
Sarcaſm ? Where are the Men who vowed 


to 
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to him eternal Friendſhip amidſt their mu- 8 *. 
tual Debaucheries? Unreaſonable, i- 
deed, to expect them here! Votaries 
like himſelf to Pleaſure, ſuch Scenes as 
the preſent are not for them! To receive 
Delight and Entertainment from every 
Object, not to chear the drooping Spirits 
of Wretchedneſs, not to adminiſter Con- 
ſolation to a dying Friend, was theirs and 
his Profeſſion! In far different Scenes 
from the preſent they are now attempt- 
ing to forget their no longer entertaining 
Friend and thoſe alarming Thoughts their 
laſt Viſit to him powerfully excited ! How 
humiliating is the Scene now before us? 
Forſaken by thoſe he fondly called his 
Friends, vainly flying for Suecour to Re- 
ligion, once his ſtanding Jeſt, applying 
for that Mercy he once deſpiſed, confeſ- 
ſing Truths he once ſcoffed at, imploring 
Forgiveneſs of that God, whoſe very Ex- 
iſtence he formerly affected to doubt, cer- 
tain of that future judgment he once 
derided, convinced of that Eternity he 


lately diſbelieved; what mortal Scene 
can 
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can well be imagined ſo fraught with 
Horror? How ſadly does it refute all his 
former Pretenſions to Happineſs and 
ſound Judgment? A falſe Happineſs, 
never enjoyed, and now ending in Miſery ! 
A Judgment, whoſe Choice he now ut- 
terly condemns and abhors ! In vain wiſh- 
ing to recall the paſt, he expires, I fear, 
with the pathetic Lamentation recorded 
by Solomon! How have I hated Inſtruc- 
« tion? How has my Heart deſpiſed Re- 
6 proof? How have I deſpiſed the Voice 
e of my Teachers, and not inclined mine 
«Ear to them that inſtructed me ?” 

But let us, my Brethren, turn from ſo 
diſtrefling a Scene to its happy Oppoſite ! 
Leu us view the Man who early was con- 
vinced; how important are the Duties of 
Religion, how naturally an Obſervance 
of their Dictates promotes human Happi- 
neſs !''Let us contemplate (a moſt pleaſ- 
ing” Sight!) the Man who has wiſely 
weighed the great Truths of Revelation, 
who has felt the Force of their happy In- 


fluence 
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fluence on human Actions, and has ever s ERM. 
lived a Life of Virtue and Religion! 3, 
In the firſt Place then, we find his 
Health 1nfinitely ſuperior to what his 
original Conſtitution promiſed ! No Pains 
remind him of former Debancheries ! No 
lingering Diſeaſe, -the Harbinger: of un- 
timely Diſſolution, admoniſhes him of 
former Miſcondu@ ! His Underſtanding 
is improved, is vigorous, his Mind is calm, 
and enjoys a ſweet Serenity ! His Paſſions 
are in proper SubjeQion to his Under- 
ſtanding! His Reaſon enjoys her juſt 
Dominion! We ſee him ſuch as the gra- 
cious Creator deſigned him, a little lower 
indeed than the Angels, but crowned with 
Glory and Honour, already rivalling their 
Excellence, and preparing on Earth to 
fit himſelf for their- Society hereafter ? 
With reſpect to his God, he beholds 
in the Deity a tender Father! He ap- 
proaches him with a pious Confidence ! 
He dreads not in him an offended Judge! 
He pours forth his inmoſt Soul to this 
heavenly Father ! He acknowledges with 
Gratitude 
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a Gratitude the Bleſſings, temporal and 
wa Tpiritual, he has received! He prays for 


a Continuance of the Firſt, and an In- 
creaſe of the Latter! He confeſſes his 
own Unworthineſs, and aſcribes every 
good and virtuous Inclination in himſelf 
to the operating Grace of God 

If Proſperity ſmiles upon him, he en- 
Joyeth the Bleſſing doubly! He is then 
the bleſſed Inſtrument of the Happineſs 
of Numbers! His grateful Heart over- 
flows with Thankfulneſs to the gracious 
Giver! He rejoices in the Hope that his 
faithful Management of the entruſted 
Talent will ſecure-to him the future Ap- 
probation of his heavenly Father! If 
Misfortunes diſturb his earthly Race, he 
remembers that in ſuch Afflictions God 
dealeth with him as with a Son, that he 
chaſteneth every one whom he loveth, 
and ſcourgeth every one whom he re- 
ceiveth ! He looks on ſuch Chaſtiſement, 
as a 'Trial of his Love, as that, which 


ſhall work out for him an eternal Weight 
of Glory ! | 


With 


Happineſs in this World. 


285 


With reſpet to his Neighbour, how s ERM. 


truly does he ſhew us, that perfect Love 
7s the fulfilling of the Law ! Every Thing 
which concerns his Neighbour, he thinks 
concerns himſelf! In him the Diſtreſſed 


ever find a Friend, the Ignorant an In- 


ſtructor, the Weak a Protector, and the 
Afflicted a Comforter! Diviſions are 
healed by his Advice, and Quarrels are 
huſhed into Peace and Reconciliation ! 
« He is Feet to the Lame, Eyes to the 
« Blind, a Father to the Orphan, and an 
« Huſband to the Widow! His whole 
Life, like that of his Maſter when on 
Earth, is literally ſpent in doing Good] 


XII, 
—— 


Every Action, every Stage of his earthly 
Pilgrimage, abound with Inſtruction and 


Example! Every Part of his Life ſo 
calm, ſo innocent, proves that he barb 
choſen that good Part which cannot be taken 
away from him, convinces us, that great is 
the Peace of thoſe, who love the Com- 
mandments of God and keep them ! The 
Integrity of his Life, the Innocence of his 


Converſation prove to us, that * the 
« Teſtimonics 
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« Teſtimonies of the Lord are ſure, and 
„give Light and Underſtanding even 
« unto the Simple ;” that they are © more 


« to be deſired than Gold, and are ſweeter 


ce than the Honeycomb !” In one Word, 
his whole Life ſhews us, the Wiſdom, 
the Happineſs of Virtue and Religion, 
that all their Ways are Ways of Pleaſant- 
neſs, and all their Paths are Peace] 

But let us behold the Cloſe of all, and 
view him now ready to wing his Flight 
from Mortality and imperfe& Happineſs 
to Eternity and perfect Felicity! Sure 
that ſerene Look, beaming mingled Mild- 
neſs, Joy and Hope, beſpeaks the already 
half-formed Seraph, and Heaven, by the 
Energy of his Faith almoſt opened on his 
placid Countenance, ſeems to ſpread a 
mild Luſtre over all his Features, ſoften- 
ing the ruder Touches of the prevailing 
Hand of Death ! Praiſing God for all his 
Mercies, and magnifying his holy Name 
for all his Favours, how full of Hope, of 
pious Confidence in a crucified Saviour, 
how edifying and inſtructive are his laſt 

Words ! 
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his ſurrounding Friends, that the Fear of 
the Lord is the Beginning of Underſtanding, 
that he has ever found it a ſure Foun- 
tain of Life, and in it now poſſeſſes the 
ſtrongeſt Confidence in an Hour ſo alarm- 
ing to the Fears of human Nature! 
With faithful Simeon, he exclaims, Lord, 
now let thy Servant depart in Peace, for 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation ! Loſt 
for a Moment in inward Piety, he breathes 
forth his Soul in the Words of the Martyr 
Stephen : Into thy Hands, O Lord, I com- 
mend my Spirit ! 

Well may his ſurviving Friends, edi- 
fied by the Example, exclaim in the 
Words of the Prophet of old, May we die 
the Death of the Righteous, and may our 
laſt End be like his ! A Wiſh, my Brethren, 
at once wiſe, juſt and natural! But let us 
alſo conſider, that ſuch an unavailing Wiſh 
can never of itſelf conduct us to ſo hap- 
py an End! Be convinced, they alone, 
who have lived the holy Life led by the 
Virtuous and Religious, can expect to die 

this 
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this happy, this bleſſed Death! A Truth 
replete with the moſt important Conſe- 
quences! Since if we all wiſh to enjoy 
this ſweet Tranquillity in our laſt Mo- 
ments, we muſt timely reſolve, we muſt 
inſtantly determine to begin, to lead that 
Life, which alone can conduct us to it! 
Thus ſhall we not only enjoy that Bleſ- 
ſing to which we aſpire, but ſhall render 
our earthly Pilgrimage a Comfort to our- 
ſelves, a Bleſſing to the World, and an 
Example worthy of Imitation to all Chriſ- 
tians ! Let us then, my Brethren, inſtant- 
ly begin a Life of true Holineſs and Re- 
ligion, aſſured that their Ways are Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, that all their Paths are 
Peace, and the happy End thercof, Ever- 
laſting Life! 


S E R- 


( 8g * 
S ERM ON XIII. 


The PErFECTION of HoLyY ScriPpTURE 
conſidered as the Guide and DrR gc- 
rok of HUMAN ConpDucrT. 


Ps ALM, cxix. 132. 


When thy Word goeth forth, it groeth Light 
and Underſtanding unto the Simple! 


H E who wiſhes to excel in any Science, 3 f N M. 
or become famous in any Profeſſion, if XIII. 
he liſtens to Prudence and his worldly In- | 
tereſts, naturally fixes his carneſt Con- 
templation on the moſt perfe Originals 
in that Science, and endeavours to pro- 
cure and follow the beſt Inſtructions al- 
ready delivered relative to the propoſed 
Subject! And if this Diligence and At- 
tention, in order to enſure Succeſs, be at 

U once 
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SERM. once commendable and neceſſary in 


XIII. 


wa Worldly Matters, ſurely this Solicitude 


to obtain the beſt Inſtruction, to propoſe 
to our Imitation the moſt perfect Models, 
ſhould be redoubled in Matters of ſtill 
higher Importance! When, therefore, 
we reflect, that by having been born to 
Time, we are become independent of 
our Will, Heirs to Eternity, an Eternity 
to receive its laſting Complexion from the 
Manner in which this Time is diſpoſed 
of; ſurely, thus perſuaded, we cannot 
but be anxious to obtain a thorough 
Knowledge how our Time may moſt pro- 
fitably be employed, and how we may 
fecure Happineſs, if not in this World, 
at leaſt, in that which approaches and 
ſhall laſt for ever. In a Word, ſur- 
rounded as we are in this Life, with Per- 
plexities and Dangers, we cannot but be 
folicitous to be directed by ſome unerring 
Guide, which may prove “ a Lamp unto 
e our Feet, and a Light unto our Paths.“ 
Now, doubtleſs God, who ſees paſt, 
preſent and the future, who knows in- 
timately 
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timately whercof Man is made, and for s E R M. 
what State he is ultimately deſigned, muſt LL 
beſt know how to direct here his erring 
Steps; and, ſince God in his holy Word 
has vouchſafed to communicate ſuch In- 
ſtruction, tis our Duty, doubtleſs, to 
conſult this excellent Guide in all Diffi- 
culties, and implicitly to purſue its Di- 
rections; and that the holy Scriptures 
are abundantly communicative of ſuch 
Information, will evidently appear from 
conſidering what Doctrincs they deliver, 
and what Truths they teach us! 

Scripture, conſidered as the Guide and 
Director of human Actions, will be found 
to excel all moral Treatiſes, in the 
following moſt important Particulars: 
r. The Deſcription it gives of the Na- 
ture and Attributes of God. 2. The 
Duties it preſcribes to Man. g. The 
Motives it propoſes to influence him to 
the Practice of theſe Duties. And 4. The 
wonderful Aſſiſtance with which it gra- 
ciouſly promiſes to ſupport human Weak- 
neſs ! 


U 2 With 
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SERM. With Reſpe to the Exiſtence and Na- 
XIII 
ture of God, how clear is the Light of 
Scripture, and how far does it raiſe the 
Knowledge of thoſe who conſult its 
Light, above that of thoſe, who ſeek 
ſuch Information from any other Source ! 
The Nature of the Deity, ſo profound, 
ſo infinitely ſurpaſſing the human Facul- 
ties, is ſurely beſt learned from his own 
Communications! They who ſeek 70 
draw living Waters from this Well of Life, 
independent of divine Aſſiſtance, are moſt 
truly deſcribed in the Objections of the 
Woman of Samaria, They have nothing to 
draw” with, and the Well is deep! But, 
Scripture gives Light unto the moſt ſim- 
ple; it aſſerts, in the cleareſt Terms, the 
Unity, Eternity, Ubiquity, infinite Ho- 
lineſs, Power, Knowledge, and Mercy 
of God! 
- Scripture aſſerts the Unity of God, re- 
preſenting all Creation as the Work and 
Care of one Almighty Power! Thou, O 
Lord, haſt created all Things, and for thy 
Pleaſure they are and were created] Scrip- 
| | ture, 
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ture, you ſee then, divides not the Deity SERM. 


XIII. 


as the Heathens did, into an infinite 


Number of Gods, oppoſite in their Na- 
ture, thejr Attributes, their Diſpoſiti- 
ons and Inclinations, and, therefore, 
perpetually claſhing with one another, 
all of whom it was impoſſible any Man 
ſhould pleaſe, yet, any one of whom to 
diſpleaſe was fatal! Scripture frees Man 
from this Perplexity, and informs him 
that there is but one Being, who can 
juſtly excite his Hopes, or alarm his Fears! 
Hearken, O Ijrael, the Lord thy God is one 
Lord ! 

Scripture alſo teaches us the Eternity 
of God: © Thou art God from Everlaſt- 
« ing to Everlaſting! Thou, O Lord, 
« ſhalt endure for ever, and thy Remem- 
« brance throughout all Generations ! 
« Thou, O Lord, in the Beginning haſt 
cc laid the Foundations of the Earth, and 
« the Heavens are the Work of thy 
« Hands! They ſhall periſh, but thou 
« ſhalt endure ? They all ſhall wax old 


„a doth a Garment, and as a Veſture 
« thalt 
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X111. 


— © the ſame, and thy Years ſhall not fail! N 


What comfortable Knowledge is this to 
the Servant of the Lord, to him who 
humbly fears his God? How delightful 
the Conviction, that his Friend ſhall laſt 
for ever, is ſubject to no Change, and 
ſhall outlive all Revolutions, eternal and 
the ſame To-day, Yeſterday, and. fa 
ever | 

Scripture likewiſe aſſerts the Ubiquity 
of God, repreſenting him as every where 
equally preſent! © Whither,” aſk the ſa- 
cred Writings, © ſhall we go from his 
« Spirit? And whither ſhall we fly from 
« his Preſence? Shall we aſcend into 
« Heaven? He is there! Shall we de- 
« ſcend into Hell? He is there alſo !. Shall 
ce we take the Wings of the Morning and 
« remain in the uttermoſt Parts of the 
& Sea? Even there ſhall his Hand lead 
* ys, and bis right Hand hold us!” Moſt 
important Information! Moſt comforta- 
ble Knowledge! At once Conſolation to 
afflicted Virtue in its ſevereſt Trials, and 


Terror 
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Terror to ttiumphant Vice in its moſt un- 8 E R K. 


bounded Succeſs? Threatens the frown- 
ing World ? Do Friends fofſake us? Po 
Foes ſeem ready to devour” us? Do we 
look around, and find none to help, gone 
to uphold us? Let not ſuffering Virtue 
deſpair! God, though unfeen, is preſent. 
His Arm is ſtretched out to deliver the 
Righteous who truſt in his Mercy, when 
ſuch Deliverance ſhall appear to his un- 
erring Wiſdom conducive' to their final 
Good ! Or does Vice triumph in its ſhort- 
lived and circumſcribed Power? Does it 
ſeem to ſweep all Oppoſition from before 
it? Inſulting human Weakneſs, does it 
vaunt itſelf with the Aſſytian Tyrant, 
ſaying, who is the God that ſhall deliver 
out of my Hand? Miſtaken Boaſter ! Al- 
ready is the Thunderbolt of Vengeance 
red with Indignation, which ſhall finally 
puniſh ſuch Arrogance ! That God, who 
hath raiſed thee up to ſhew ,in thee his 
mighty Power, when he pleaſes, ſhall 
reduce thee to thy original Weakneſs and 
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Scripture likewiſe repreſents the Deity 
as infinitely holy, hating all Impurity and 
deteſting Sin and Wickedneſs: ©& Be- 
* hold,” ſays Job, ſpeaking of the Purity 
of God, „in his Preſence the Moon 
“ ſhineth not, and before him the Stars 
© are not pure!” © He,” ſays the Prophet, 
* is of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
“ quity,” that is, to behold it unpro- 
voked, to ſuffer. it to go unpunithed ! 
Thus alſo in his Charge to the Prieſts, 
God requireth them to be Soy, ſince +2 
the God whom they were to ſerve was 
holy ! And moſt important to Man is 
this Knowledge of the divine Purity! If 
Man muſt one Day appear before infinite 
Holineſs, how carly ſhould he begin, how 
earneſt ſhould be his Care, by an humble 
Imitation of ſuch Purity, to preſent him- 
ſelf a ſpotleſs Gueſt for Heaven! 


Scripture alſo gives a juſt Conception of 


the unlimited Power and Knowledge of 
God! Equally beautiful and ſublime are 
its Repreſentations of theſe Attributes : 
God hath ſpoken once, and twice alſo 

« have 
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« have I heard the ſame, that Power be- SERM. 
< Jongeth unto God! O Lord, how ter- E A 
« rible art thou in thy Works! Thou 
« ruleſt for ever! Great is the Lord! 
« His Knowledge is infinite! Nothing is 
too hard for thee, thou great and mighty 
God! Great in Council, and mighty in 
Power! Wiſdom and Might are thine! 
„Thou knoweſt what is hid in Darkneſs, 
and with thee dwelleth Light!” Awful 
Truths to Man, whoſe inmoſt Thoughts 
are conſtantly expoſed to ſuch Knowledge, 
and whoſe Fate is controuled by the irre- 
ſiſtible Breath of ſuch Power! 

But Scripture ſtops not here: Had it 
barely informed us that there 1s one God, 
eternal, every where preſent, infinitely 
holy, unlimited in Power and Know- 
ledge, ſuch Information muſt indeed 
have powerfully raiſed our Fears! We 
muſt have trembled at the Thought, that 
infinite Purity and unbounded Know- 
ledge were every where preſent, beheld 
the Impurity of our Thoughts and Acti- 
ons, and that infinite Power was ready 


to 
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to puniſh ſuch Tranfgreffions ! This Om- 
nipreſence, this Holineſs, this Power 
and Knowledge of the Deity might, and 
muſt ſpeak to every ſelfiſh Paſſion of our 
Nature itreſiſtibly dreadful, but could 
never excite our Love, kindle our Grati- 
tude; or raiſe our Affections to the Deity. 
Scripture, therefore, in order to raiſe the 
Affoctions to God; their proper Object, 
deſcribes with minute Exactneſs, his un- 
bounded Love, his Long-ſuffering, and 
his great'Forbearance ! 

“ Thou,“ fays the devout Nehemiah, 
* art a God ready to pardon, gracious 
« and merciful, flow to Anger and of 
e great Kindneſs!” © Thy Mercy,” ex- 
claims the Pſalmiſt, © reacheth unto the 
1. very Heavens! Thou art gracious, 
te ready to forgive, and full of Compaſ- 
* fion! To the Lord our God belong 
% Mercies and Forgiveneſs, though we 


© ha ve rebelled againſt him!“ „Who, 


ſays the Prophet Micah, © is a God like 
* unto thee, that pardoneſt Iniquity, 
« that paſfeſt by Tranſgreffion, and re- 


ce taineſt 


R 
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« taineſt not thy Anger, becauſe thou SER M. 


XIII. 


« delighteſt in Mercy!“ Surely then, wit 


reſpect to the moſt important of all mo- 
ral Enquiries, the Nature of God, Serip- 
ture fully anſwers the Character attri- 
buted to it by the Pſalmiſt, that ? i pure 
and giveth Light and Underſtanding unto 
| the Simple! Here then, in the ſacred 
Writings, we more than hear the fil 
ſmall Voice of God, we more than behold 
the Shirts of bis Chathing | We hear him 
converſe with Man, we fee, as it were, 
the divine Majeſty, and yet we live } As 
drawn by Scripture, the Unity of God 
fatisfies: our Reaſon; his Omnipreſence 
and Eternity fill our Imagination; his 
Purity and Holineſs chaſe at furtheſt 
Diſtance each irreverent Thought ; his 
Knowledge aſtoniſhes, his Power awes, 
and his Long-ſuffering and Mercy kindle 
Love, Gratitude and Affection! Thus 


Seripture, by ſetting before our View 


ene omnipreſent, infinitely holy, power- 
ful, omnifcient and merciful God, pro- 
poſes to us # proper Object for religious 

| Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, and rationally ſatisfies that 
reſtleſs Paſſion of human Nature, which 
even in the moſt barbarous and ignorant 
Nations, prompts Man to look up to ſome 
higher Power for Protection and Sup- 
port! 

Now, Scripture, having repreſented the 
Deity as a fit Object of religious Worſhip, 
is no leſs careful to explain the Nature of 
that Service Man ſhould pay him. Hav- 
ing deſcribed God as a Spirit, it fitly di- 
rects us to worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth! It directs us to approach him 
with pure Hearts, with proper Awe, yet 
with becoming Confidence and unfeigned 
Love. Scripture alſo ſhewing us that all 
Mankind are alike the Children of the 
fame Love, Objects of the ſame Care, 
and Heirs to the ſame Promiſes, power- 
fully inculcates the Principles of Benevo- 
lence and Love towards the human 
Species ! Principles, which, when they 
have taken a deep and laſting Root in the 
human Heart, naturally lead to a perfect 
Diſcharge of the ſocial Duties. Now, 
| kow 
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how clear and explicit are the Injunctions 8 ER M. 
of Scripture relative to theſe two impor- =, 
tant Branches of human Duty, the Fear 
and Love of God, Charity and Benevo- 
lence to Man. The moſt ſimple, whilſt 
they bear in View the Inſtructions of 
Scripture, cannot poſſibly err from, the 
plain Path of human Duty. 

Can he fail to render an acceptable Ser- 
vice to God, who fixes his ſerious Atten- 
tion on the following Paſſages ? © Ye ſhall 
© not ſwear by my Name falſely, ſaith the 
« Lord, neither ſhalt thou profane the 
« Name of thy God; Ye ſhall keep my 
„Sabbath, and reverence my Sanctuary; 
« Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God and 
« ſerve him; Thou ſhalt love him with 
« all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and 
« with all thy Strength!“ 

And no leſs explicit are the Directions 
of Scripture relative to the ſocial Duties: l 
« Ye ſhall not ſteal, nor deal falſely, nor 
« lje one to another; Ye ſhall not de- 
* fraud, nor rob; The Wages of him 
«that is hired, ſhall in no wiſe abide 

« with 
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SERM. * withthee till the Morning! Ye ſhall not 


XIII. 


o Unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, but in 


« Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou judge thy 
* Neighbour ! If thy Brotfer be waxen 
* poor, thou ſhalt ſurely relieve him, yea, 
though he be a Stranger or Sojourner ! 
Seek Judgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, 
« judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the Wi- 
* dow ; for God requireth Mercy and not 
er Sacrifice.“ 

But Scripture not only clearly points 
out the whole of human Duty ! It propoſes 
alſo the moſt powerful Motives which can 
poſſibly influence Man to the Practice of 


it! It aſſures us that the Obſervance of our 


Duty is generally attended with Happi- 
neſs and Tranquillity even in this World, 


and certainly is always attended with a 


greater Degree of both, than the ſame 
Circumſtances would allow, had this Du- 
ty been violated—lIt repreſents this World 
as a State of Trial and Probation-—lt in- 
forms us that Eternity inſtantly ſucceeds 
to Time; that a future Judgment ſhall cer- 


tainly take Place, and eternal Happineſs 
or 
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or eternal Miſery prove the Lot of every SE . 
Mortal! It powerfully influences our Love RL 


and Gratitude in the Cauſe of Virtue, 
by propoſing to our View a Saviour cru- 
cified for our Redemption ! It relieves the 
deſpairing Heart of Penitence, by ſhewing 
us that Repentance effectually cancels paſt 
Tranſgreſſion—Laſtly, it offers us the 
powerful Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, to 
promote? our ſincere Endeavours to diſ- 
charge our Duty; andit ſupports the Weak- 
neſs and Frailty of human Nature, by in- 
forming us, that the imputed Merits of 
Chriſt, ſhall fully ſupply the unavoidable 
Imperfection of human Obedience! 120 
And are not theſe Aſſurances, the moſt 
powerful Helps to aſſiſt us in the Practice 
of our Duty? Too naturally attached to 
this preſent World, muſt not the reaſona- 
ble Expectation of being more ſueceſsful 
here, or, at leaſt not leſs ſo, by complying 
with the Precepts of Scripture, powerfully 
influence us in Favour of Virtue and Re- 
ligion? © I have been young, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, © and now am old, and yet I 
| * never 
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ce never ſaw the Righteous forſaken, nor 
ce his. Seed begging their Bread!“ 

If overtaken by Misfortunes, (and who 
entirely eſcapes them !) what a Support to 
our Virtue, is the Information of Scripture, 
that this World is a State of Trial and 
Probation? How pleaſing then to be told 
by the Apoſtle, © The Time of this World 
& js ſhort; it remains therefore, that they 
* who weep, be as though they wept not; 
ce they who rejoice, as though they re- 
& joiced not; they who buy, as though 
* they poſſeſſed not; they who uſe this 
* World, as not abuſing it :” As if he ſaid, 
all the Paſſions ſhould be ſtrictly under 
the Command of Reaſon and Religion, 
for the Occurrences of this Life, in itſelf 
ſhort and tranſitory, deſerve not that live- 
ly Attention, which is too uſually paid 
them! For © The Faſhion of this World 
« paſſeth away Here we have no abiding 
« City, but look for a new Jeruſalem, 


not made with Hands, eternal in the 
« Heavens !” 


It 
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If, alſo, ſurrounded with Temptations, 8 E RM, 
XIII. 
— 


with flattering worldly Proſpects, how 
muſt the Force of ſuch Temptations be 
weakened, when Scripture tells us, that 
the “ Duſt ſhall return to the Earth 
« whence it was, and the Spirit to him who 


“gave it that it is appointed unto Men 


4 once to die, but after that the Judg- 
„ment — that We muſt all appear be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of Chriſt,” from 
whence © The Wicked ſhall go into ever- 
«© lafting Puniſhment, and the Righteous 
into Life eternal!“ 

If our Love and Gratitude to God at 
any Time prove cold and languid, how 
ſoon ſhall they recover a due Warmth, 
when we are informed, by Scripture, what 
great Things the Mercy of God has per- 
formed for Man ! When we read the Hiſ- 
tory of | the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt, 


muſt we not melt with Love, andglow with: 


Gratitude ? When we fix our Thoughts 
on this tranſcendant Mercy of God, ſhall 
we not exclaim with the Apoſtle, What 
« ſhall ſeparateus from the Love of Chriſt ? 

X « Tam 
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« I am perſuaded neither Death nor Life, 
“nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
% Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things 
« to come.” Shall we not love him, who 
firſt loved us, and © greater Love hath 
© no Man than this, that a Man lay down 
« his Life for his Friend.” 


If unhappily we have long lived in a 


continued Courſe of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
and at length, from ſevere Trials, are awa- 
kened to a proper Senſe of our Wretched- 
neſs and Danger; what Reaſonings, what 
Argument can afford the fame Comfort 
to our Repentance, the ſame Hopes of 
Pardon and Acceptance, as the Aſſurances 
of Scripture ? What Balm to the human 
Spirits. are theſe Words, © Have I any 


6 Pleaſure at all, faith the Lord, that the 


« Wicked ſhould die, and not that he 
6 ſhould turn from his Ways and live? 


<« If he will turn from all his Sins, and 


« keep all my Statutes, his former Tranſ- 
« greſſions ſhall not be mentioned unto 
«him; in the Righteouſneſs that he hath 
«done he ſhall live!“ 

Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, when we reflect how unequal 8 ERM. 


XIII. 


is human Strength to the Difficulties and — 


Trials of human Life; when we conſider 


how imperfect is our Obedience, how un- 


worthy of the Divine Acceptance, what 
can ſo effectually comfort ſuch Weak- 
neſs, what can ſo fully ſilence the natural 
Apprehenſions of ſuch Conviction, as 
Scripture, which promiſes in the follow- 
ing Paſſages the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, and aſſures us, that the imputed 
Merits of Chriſt ſhall fully ſupply the un- 


avoidable Deficiencies of a ſincere Obe- 


dience ! Tis then we find the Value and 


Importance of the following Words of 
Scripture ! God giveth Grace to the hum- 
ble, that is, to thoſe who, conſcious of their 
own Weakneſs and Inability to pleaſe 
him, ſeek for his Aſſiſtance, © from whom 
% cometh every good and perfect Gift 
« If any Man fin, we have an Advocate 
« with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
« teous, the Propitiation for the Sins of 
te the whole World—All have ſinned, but 

X 2 tc we 
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SERM. © we are juſtifled freely by the Grace of n 
— © God through Him.” ſ⸗ 
May we not then, if we have duly ſtu- F 
died theſe ſacred Guides of human Doubts A 
and Weakneſs, truly boaſtwith the Pſalm- _ 00 
iſt, that the Scriptures appear to be pure, 2 
and to give Light unto the Simple in the moſt re 
important of human Concerns. Do they m 
not repreſent God to human Sight, as per- fo 
fectly as human Weakneſs can conceive it 
the divine Nature, as far asFinite can com- C 
prehend Infinity ? Do they not thorough- * 
ly delineate human Duty? Do they not tl 
propoſe the ſtrongeſt Motives to influence of 
Man to the Practice of this Duty ? Do q 
they not powerfully ſpeak to our Hopes wh 
and our Fears ? For ſurely Immortality, 8 
the Joys of Heaven, the Pains of Hell, 11 
the Death of a crucified Saviour, are Ob- 1 
jects which powerfully affect the human 90 
Paſſions! Do they not comfort human fr 
W. eakneſs, and ſpeak Peace to true Re- le 
pentance ? For they blot out the paſt, when W 
ſincere Contrition laments, deteſts and for- Nt 
fakes its former Tranſgreſſions. Do they ly 


not 
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ſafely through the Dangers of this Life ? w——— 


For they hold forth to its Aſſiſtance, the 
Aid of the Holy Spirit. Do they not 
confer on ſincere Obedience, flowing from 
a willing Heart, that Perfection which is 
required by God in human Duty ? Hu- 
man Duty now rendered indeed perfect; 
for the Scriptures promiſe to beſtow on 
its unavoidable Deficiency, the Merits of 
Chriſt! Now, had ſome kind Spirit, aſſu- 
ming human Shape, offered ſuch Light to 
the imperfet and wandering Reſearches 
of the heathen World, perpetually en- 
quiring, but to no effectual Purpoſe, in 
what human Happineſs and human Duty 
conſiſted, we ſhould be apt to imagine 
thoſe dark and unenlightened Ages, would 
with Reverence and Gratitude have, ea- 
gerly embraced the Light, which led them 
from moral Darkneſs to religious Know- 
ledge, from Danger to Safety ! At leaſt 
we ſhould be ready to condemn the Ob- 
ſtinacy and Indifference, which could cold- 
ly liften to ſuch important Information, 


or 


310 


Holy Scripture the perfect Guide 


s ERM. or faintly embrace ſuch wonderful Deli- 


XIII 


—verance! But ſtops not Conſcience the 


Cenſure we are thus ready to paſs on 


fuch ſuppoſed Obſtinacy and Indifference, 


an Obſtinacy and Indifference which 


we ourſelves are really guilty of! For 
we are really bleft with ſuch Light! We 
are really provided with ſuch Aſſiſtance ! 
Yet this Light to many ſhines in vain— 
This Afﬀiſtance to many is ſtretched out 
unaccepted! From the Days of Chriſt 
even until now, Chriſtians have poſſeſſed 
this Light. How little they have profited 
by it, Hiſtory, black with their Errors and 
their Crimes, ſadly teſtifies! Now, if they, 
who have not had their Maſter's Will 
explained to them, are yet by Scripture 
condemned to future Chaſtiſement, for 
oppoſing the natural Light of Conſcience 
and of Reaſon, what think ye ſhall be 
the Condemnation of us Chriſtians, if we 
ſtray from our Duty, at once pointed oat 
to us by our Conſcience and our Reaſon, 
and ſtill more powerfully enforced by 
the Revelation of the divine Will, vouch- 

| fafed 
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ſafed to us by God himſelf, in his Son 8 1 * 


Jeſus Chriſt! 

We, Chriſtians, have indeed no Excuſe 
for Ignorance or Error: The Knowledge 
of our Duty is not hid from us, neither is 
it afar of. Scripture may well addreſs us 
in the Words of Moſes to the Jews: © It 
« is not in Heaven that ye ſhould ſay, 
* Who ſhall go up for us to Heaven; nei- 
ther is it beyond the Seas, that ye 
* ſhould ſay, Who ſhall go over the Seas 
* and bring it to us, that we may hear it 
« and doit.” How then ſhall we, Chriſ- 
tians, eſcape, if we neglect ſuch great Sal- 
vation? Chriſtians, for whoſe wilful Sins, 
there now remaineth no more Sacrifice! 
Can any one then put up for us a kinder 
Wiſh, a more benevolent Prayer to 
Heaven, than the Petition of the Prophet 
for his People: © O, that they were 
« wiſe! O, that they would hearken to 
«© his Commandments; for then ſhould 
© their Peace be as a River, and their 
“ Righteouſneſs ſhould be as the Waves 
© of the Sea!” 

Happy, 
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Happy, therefore, is that Man who 


makes the Scriptures his chief and favour- 


ite Study, who conſtantly meditates on 
the Word of God! However ſmall his 
Abilities, however confined his natural 
Underſtanding, however mean his State 
in Life, he ſhall there find true Wiſdom, 
he ſhall there poſſeſs real Underſtanding, 
he ſhall there obtain true Riches. He 
hath choſen in this Life @ good Part, from 
which neither Enemies, nor Misfortunes, 
nor the Evil One, nor Death itſelf, ſhall 
ſeparate him; for when Death calls him 


hence, tis to enter into thoſe, Joys, which 


Scripture, his favourite Study, taught 
him whilſt on Earth to prize, and to de- 
ſerve by his Life and Actions, rendered 
acceptable to' God, through an humble 
Reliance on his Saviour. 

May we all, therefore, my Brethren, 
make the Word of God, which is pure, 
and giveth Light unto the Simple, our 
conſtant Study ; for the Scriptures alone 


can make us wiſe unto Salvation ! Other 
Studies 
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fine; but the Study of theſe Writings 
alone, can ſubdue our Paſſions, ſpiritu- 
alize our Aﬀections, raiſe our Thoughts 
to Heaven, and make us truly happy here 
and hereafter |! 
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SERMON XIV. 


The Curl T TVA TTON and IMPROVEMENT 
of RRASON and the UN DERSTANPD/U 
ING, neceſſary in ALL, eſpecially the 
HIGHER RaANnKs of MEN. 


1 CoRIN THIANS, XIV. 20. 


Brethren, be not Children in Underſtanding, 
but in Underſtanding be Men. 


Reasox, the firſt great Revelation of 


the Deity, has not improperly been com- 
pared to the Eye, to which, indeed, it 
bears a very ſtrong Reſemblance, the 
one being the Guide of the Body, the 
other of the Soul! Now, ſince to be di- 
rected by the beſt informed Guide is a 
moſt important Requiſite to avoid Error, 
and as Error and Happineſs are incom- 
patible, therefore, to preſerve Reaſon 

pure 
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pure and uncorrupt, to cultivate and 
improve it, muſt conſtitute, at once, the 
Intereſt and Happineſs of Man! The 
moſt ſuperficial Examiner muſt diſcover 
that Man, being created a ſocial Being, 
intelligent, and entirely dependent on the 
Will of his Creator, owes many Duties 
to his Fellow-creatures, himſelf and his 
God! Now, to diſcover and inveſtigate 
theſe was Reaſon given, and had it been 
preſerved by Man, ſuch as the bountiful 
Creator firſt beſtowed it, perhaps a ſecond 
Revelation of the divine Will, and a fur- 
ther Explanation of their Duty, had not 
been neceſſary for Men; but through 
their entire Neglect to employ, and im- 
prove this important Gift of Heaven, it 
became expedient for the Deity, at diffe- 
rent Times, to correct fuch Abuſes, and 
at length to ſend his only Son, to recall 
Mankind to a right Knowledge of their 
Duty, and diſpel thoſe groſs Errors which 
at that Time entirely hid the Light of 
Reaſon. . | | 

| Since, 
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The Neceſſity of cultroating 


Since, then, the Corruption of Reaſon 
has been, and always will be, attended 
with ſuch pernicious Conſequences, as to 
render it totally uſeleſs, it is, therefore, 
well worth our Pains to enquire what are 
the principal Cauſes which dim its na- 
tive Luſtre, and render uſeleſs this Torch 
of Knowledge graciouſly given to guide 
us through the Difficulties of human 
Life. 

And, in the firſt Place, there cannot be 
a more powerful Foe, even to the very 
Exiſtence of true Reaſon and ſound 
Judgment, than Indolence and Inatten- 
tion, nor a more general Cauſe of the 
Weakneſs and Imperfection of theſe im- 
portant Faculties! For, in vain has the 
brighteſt Genius received the moſt liberal 
Portion of this divine Illumination ; in 
vain has he obtained from Nature every 
Requiſite to form the ſoundeſt Judgment, 
if Indolence and Inattention are once ſuf- 
tered to depreſs the Energy of the former ! 
For, tis not the mere Faculty of Reaſon, 
that illuminates the Mind, 'tis the Exer- 

| ciſe 
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ciſe and Improvement of it, which ſheds 8 E R M. 


this inward Light; 'tis Diligence and 
Attention which improve its Flame! They 
alone can bid the human Faculties, with 
the Eagle's Confidence, boldly approach 
the Sun of Knowledge, and gaze with 
ſteady Sight on Truths, whoſe meridian 
Luſtre and dazzling Glory cloſe in Dark- 
neſs the weak Eyes of Indolence and In- 
attention! Wherefore became the holy 
Pſalmiſt wiſer than all his Teachers, and 
more knowing than all the Antients? 
Becauſe he buried not with the unprofit- 
able Servant the entruſted Talent of the 
Lord. He improved and exerciſed his 
Reaſon ; the Law of the Lord and his 
Teſtimonies were his conſtant Meditation! 
Be aſſured, Knowledge can alone be ob- 
tained by Study, Contemplation and Per- 
ſeverance. To all Men is given a Poſſi- 
bility of attaining ſuch a Portion of it as 
is neceſſary to their particular Station! 


XIV. 
3 


Now, he who through Indolence and In- 


attention neglects to attain ſuch a De- 


gree of Information, forfeits the moſt va- 
luable 
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SERM. luable Poſſeſſion he can in this World 0 
XIV. 
obtain; and he who neglects to attain el 
religious Knowledge, remains unhappily w 
ignorant of the moſt important Truths he ce 
could ever know, and however diſtin- ir 
guiſhed- he may be in this World, by W 
Birth, Titles, and Poſſeſſions, decrees | tr 
himſelf poor and ignoble in the approach- D 
ing Kingdom of Eternity! G 
A ſecond Obſtacle-to the Improvement al 
of Reaſon and religious Knowledge is C; 
Prejudice! Whilſt this impenetrable 1 
Miſt hovers between us and the improv- * 
ing Rays of Knowledge, we can make no * 
Advances to Perfection! In vain the moſt Ju 
| important Truths are offered to our Em- r 
| brace; in vain the cleareſt Evidence ſo- a: 
licits our natural Candour; or in vain 0 
does moral Beauty court our Acceptance, C: 
if Prejudice has once taken a firm Poſ- ſ\ 
ſeſſion of our Minds, and barred all Ac- n 
| ceſs to free and impartial Examination! i 
| Prejudice can ſanctify the moſt immoral V 
Doctrines, can render Trifles important, t1 
/ and even Abſurdity itſelf not only ſpeci- E 


| 
| ous, 
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ous, but amiable and true. The ſtrong- SE RM. 
eſt Objections to the moſt glaring Errors, * * 
when the latter are befriended by this de- 
ceiving and infatuating Magician, vaniſh 
into nothing, and the ſmalleſt Doubts, 
which may be raiſed againſt their con- 
trary Truths, ſwell into unſurmountable 
Difficulties ! Prejudice, with her inverted 
Glaſs; can make Beauty appear hideous, 
and Deformity lovely ! Prejudice of Edu- 
cation can make us totally diſbelieve the 
Teſtimony of our Senſes, and in our 
warped Imagination inveſt a frail Mortal 
with Powers ſuperior to the Deity ! Pre- 
judice of Intereſt can make Contradictions 
reconcileable, Vice appear to be Virtue, 
and Virtue appear to be Vice! Prejudice 
of implicit Veneration for great Names, 
can make us adopt their groſſeſt Errors, 
ſwallow their greateſt Miſtakes, and ad- 
mire in them, what we would more than 
ſuſpect in ourſelves! Nay, Prejudice can 
warp even the moſt honeſt Nature, can 
turn aſide from the plaineſt Rules of 


Equity and common Juſtice, even the 
| beſt 
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. The Neceſſity of cultivating 
beſt Difpoſition, and: induce even thoſe 


in whom there 1s no Guile or Art, to aſk 
with the virtuous, but prejudiced Natha- 
niel,* Can any Good come out of Galilee ?” 

A third, and no leſs dreadful Opponent 
to the Improvement of the Underſtanding, 
and the Enlightening of the judgment, 
is Senſuality! Where Senſuality has de- 
graded the Man into the Brute, or, to 
ſpeak more juſtly, has ſunk him beneath 
the irrational Creation, there the Paſſions, 
eternal Enemies to Reaſon and a right 
Exerciſe of the judgment, flame with 
irreſiſtible Fury! Now, calm Contem- 
plation flies far from ſuch a Man; the 
ſober Purſuit of Truth can never be at- 
tempted by ſo feveriſh-an Imagination as 
his! In the Boſom of the Senſualiſt all is 
Anarchy and Confuſion! Reaſon is vio- 
lently driven from her lawful Throne, 
and the Appetites, fierce and ungovern- 
able, reject all ſober Connſel! The true 


Taſte for intellectual Improvement, the 


real Reliſh for mental Pleaſure in ſuch A 
Man is entirely loſt! For can there be 
greater 


= 
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greater Enemies, greater Oppoſites, than 8 RAM 

uncontrouled ' Paſſion and ſober and im- 
proved Reaſon? Senſual, Paſſion baſely 
droops with fooliſh and unmeaning Eyes 
towards her kindred Earth! Reaſon, 
Offspring of Heaven, directs thither her 
aſpiring Flight! Unhappy and wretched, 
beyond Expreſſion, is the Man in whoſe 
Breaſt Senſuality poſſeſſes an uſurped 
Dominion! Totally incapacitated for the 
delightful and improving Study of Reli- 
gion and Morality, the Senſualiſt deems 
an impartial Examination of ſuch Truths 
the Height of Miſery ; and well he may; 
for, though to the innocent Enquirer the 
Ways of Religion and Morality are: Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, and all their Paths: are 
Peace, yet to the Senſualiſt they ſpeak a 
very different Language. In the Purity 
of their Doctrines he beholds a ſevere and 
juſt Reproof of his own Corruption, the 
Terrors of an approaching Judgment, and 
a future Scourge for all his preſent Enor- 
mities! And in vain does the impriſoned 
Reaſon of ſuch a Man, at ſome few 
* lucid 
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SERM. lucid Intervals, deſcant on Righteouſ- 


XIV. 


ness, Temperance, and the Judgment 


to come; with Felix he hears and trem- 
bles at the awful Truth, but, with the 


ſame - infatuated Conduct, he impoſes 
Silence on his fettered Priſoner. 
The laſt great Enemy to the Advances 
of Reaſon and Judgment, is Superſtition, 
and this directly ſtops every Attempt of 
Reaſon to inveſtigate the Truth, and eſ- 
-pecially, where its Enquiries are of the 
utmoſt Importance, in Religion! The 


Mind of the ſuperſtitious Man, ſubject 


to vain Terror and groundleſs Panic, is 
quite unfitted for ſober Contemplation 


and the calm Reſearches of Reaſon ! And, 
were the natural Abilities of ſuch a Man 


undiſturbed by theſe vain Phantoms, 
ſtill he diſdains the generous Freedom of 
impartial Examination! He aſſerts Igno- 


rance to be the Mother of Devotion, and 


in Truth, if the Offerings ſuch Men pre- 
ſent the Deity deſerve the honourable 
Epithet of Devotion, his Aſſertion is juſt, 
ſince Ignorance is ever the Parent of Su- 


perſtition |! 
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perſtition! But were the ſuperſtitious 8 ERM. 
Man free from theſe vain Fears, ſtill he == 
dreads a free Enquiry, eſpecially into 
Religion, as an impious Invaſion on the 
Right of the Deity; as if the Employ- 
ment of thoſe very Faculties, given us by 
the Deity for this expreſs Purpoſe, was 
an Oppoſition to the divine Will; as if 
ingenuous Enquiry, which is the very 
Baſis of true Religion, the very vital Spi- 
rit of Truth and Morality, was a Crime 
of the blackeſt Dye; as if a ſottiſh, a 
raſh, and an unenquiring Credulity, was 
an Offering acceptable to Heaven, the 
ſureſt Paſſport to eternal Bliſs, and the 
certain Enſurer of the divine Approba- 
tion! In ſuch Men, how muſt Reaſon 
and the natural Underſtanding be weak- 
ened, oppreſſed, darkened? Fear, Fancy, 
and raſh Preſumption in ſuch Perſons 
muſt conſtantly lead in Chains, on every 
| Occaſion, their abuſed Judgment, and 
baniſh in their Deciſions on the moſt im- 
portant Subjects all Propriety and Cor- 
rectneſs of Sentiment! Surely, every 


Y 3 ſound 
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ſound Principle of Reaſon muſt be en- 
tirely obſcured in Men, who, led by 
Superſtition, can entertain, as fun- 
damental Parts of Religion, tenets at 
once highly diſhonourable to God, and 
diſgraceful to human Nature; who 


can ſeriouſly believe, the Majeſty of 


Heaven either pleaſed, or incenſed at the 
deſpicable 'Trifles which they abſurdly 
call Duties. Where, for Inſtance, is the 
Reaſon of that Man who can ſeriouſly 
believe the divine Wrath appeaſed by 
what we eat, or provoked by what is 
ſwallowed to ſuſtain Nature? Where 1s 
the natural Underſtanding of him who 
believes that a particular Garment, or 
the Faſhion or Colour'of a Veſtment, can 
atone for Immoralities? Where is his 
Reaſon who ſuppoſes, that outward 
Forms, or bodily Geſtures, can ſafely ſup- 
ply the Place of virtuous Habits, or that a 
trifling and ridiculous Penance may ratio- 
nally be ſubſtituted in the Room of Vir- 
tue and moral Rectitude? The Man who 
can affirm ſuch Trifles Eſſentials in Reli- 


gion, 
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gion and Virtue, has ſurely bade an eter- wy 


nal Farewel to his Reaſon, and can have 
no rational Ideas of God, or a right Conſci- 
ence of Good and Evil. Such a Man has 
madly extinguiſhed in his Mind © the 
« Light of God, which lighteth every 
« Man that cometh into the World,” and 
what he looks upon as Light is Darkneſs 
itſelf. 

Thus have we found Indolence and 
Inattention, Prejudice, Senſuality, and 
Superſtition, the great Obſtacles to the 
Improvement of our Reaſon, and a right 
Knowledge of Religion! If, therefore, we 
are willing to follow the Advice of the 
Apoſtle in the Words of the Text; if we 
wiſh to W as Men, and 
not as Children; if we are anxious to diſ- 
cover Truth, which, as one of the Anti- 
ents affirmed of Virtue, if ſhe could aſ- 
ſume a bodily Form, could not fail to at- 
tract the Eyes of all Beholders, and ren- 
der every Spectator her ſincere Admirer; 


if we alſo deſpiſe Folly, and pant after 
| true 
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* true Wiſdom; if we humbly venerate 
tue Chriſtian Religion, and ſpurn at all 


impious Diſguiſes and Profanations of it ; 
let us then, acting rationally, purſue 
Truth with Ardour, Wiſdom with unre- 


mitting Vigour, and the divine Comforts, 


the pure Morality, the uncorrupted Doc- 
trines, the perfect Precepts of Chriſtia- 
nity, with unabating Aſſiduity! And, 
therefore, let Calmneſs and Impartiality 
conduct all our Enquiries, and eſpecially 
in Religion! Let us carefully fly from 
Indolence and Inattention, as dangerous 
Opiates which ſtupify our mental Facul- 
ties, damp the Vigour of our Abilities, 


_ enervate their Powers, and, in the End, 


utterly deſtroy them. Let us ſhake off, 
and it requires our utmoſt Efforts, 


Prejudice, as the moſt dangerous of the 


Egyptian Magicians, capable of arraying 
Falſchood in the amiable Garb of Truth; 
and even of totally obſcuring the pene- 
trating Rays of the latter! Let us fly 


from Senſuality, as the unnatural De- 


ſtroyer of all intellectual Pleaſure, as the 
Tyrant 
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Tyrant which enſlaves Reaſon, as the g E R M. 


Inflamer of the Appetites, and the Pro- 
voker of the Paſſions! Let us avoid Su- 
perſtition, as the Parent of Weakneſs, 
Error and Folly, as the Murderer of all 
ſound Principles, and the cruel Deſtroyer 
of the very Eſſentials in Virtue and Re- 
ligion! On the other Hand, let Diligence 
and Attention conduct all our Reſearches, 
eſpecially in Religion! Let Candour and 
Honeſty be the impartial Jury to find the 
Verdict, and improved Reaſon, an en- 
lightened Underſtanding, the upright 
Judges to pronounce Sentence in all ſuch 
Trials! And we may reſt aſſured, that 
the more we conſult our Reaſon, the more 
we-employ our Underſtanding, the more 
will they flouriſh and improve, the 
clearer, the ſtronger will be their Light, 
and the more certain and unerring their 
Concluſions ! 
Nor let us vainly fear that ſuch a Con- 
duct is the ſlighteſt Inſult, or can prove 
the ſmalleſt Injury to Religion ! Pure Re- 


ligion, ſuch as that with which God has 
bleſſed 


XIV. 
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bleſſed us by the Revelation of his Will 


>—— through his only Son, bears the moſt im- 


partial Enquiry, nay derives additional 
Strength from the Freedom with which it 
is examined, and, like Gold, the Fire only 
proves its genuine Purity ! The Faith, 
which we poſſeſs, bleſſed be God, ſtands 
not on the precarious Ground of Igno- 
rance, ſupports not itſelf by the Lazineſs 
of unenquiring Indolence ! To preſerve its 
Influence over our Minds, our Religion 
does not require an implicit Aſſent in Con- 
tradiction to the Teſtimony of our Sen- 
ſes ! It demands not, that the very Com- 
miſſion which delegates its whole Autho- 
rity, ſhould be ſealed up from the Enqui- 
ries of all, but thoſe Perſons, who may 
be then juſtly ſuppoſed to be ſelf-inter- 
eſted in the Scraps of it which they pub- 
liſh—No, our Religion may juſtly attri- 
bute to itſelf the Character, claimed by 
its divine Author, in his Defence before 
the Roman Governor: In ſecret do we ſay 
Nothing, but ſpeak openly and undiſgui- 
ſedly to the World ! Beſides, we have 

| the 
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thor and Adviſer of ſuch free Examinati- 
on ! Search the Scriptures, is the poſitive 
Direction of our Saviour—Prove all 
Things ! Be ready for to give a Reaſon for 
the Faith which is in you, are the Com- 
mands of the Apoſtle ! 

And this free Enquiry into Religion, 
is a Duty alſo, which we ſtrialy owe to 
ſucceeding Ages and remoteſt Poſterity ! 
To whom doubtleſs our preſent Induſtry 
and Attention, or ſhameful Indolence and 
Inattention, in theſe important Reſearch- 
es, in theſe intereſting Enquiries, our 
preſent Prejudice, or Candour and Libe- 
rality, in conducting theſe Reſearches, 
our Senſuality or intellectual Purity, our 
Superſtition, or pure, rational and undefil- 
ed Religion, will either tranſmit the moſt 
valuable of all Legacies, pure Morality, 
religious Knowledge, religious Liberty ; 
or entail on them the moſt dreadful of 
Misfortunes, religious Darkneſs, religious 
Error, moral Ignorance, and an abject 


and diſgraceful Slavery to the Opinion of 
others. 


XIV. | 
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◻ preſent Chriſtian World ſit in moral Dark- 


neſs, religious Blindneſs, and the groſſeſt 


Superſtition, had not the virtuous Spirit 
of free Enquiry, which I now recommend 
to your Adoption, animated the Breaſts 
of your diſcerning and enquiring Forefa- 
thers at the Reformation ? At that Period 
how was Chriſtianity diſgraced with im- 


pure Morality, with unworthy Notions of 


God, with abſurd and incredible Doc- 
trines? And although this groſs and 
impure Morality, theſe unworthy No- 
tions, theſe abſurd and incredible Doc- 
trines, were totally contradicted by 
Chriſtianity, as delivered in the Scrip- 
tures and to the firſt Chriſtians, yet 
were they at that Period impiouſly pre- 
tended to be derived from the Authority 
of Scripture itſelf ; What then, at that 
Era, muſt have been the religious Igno- 
rance, the ſpiritual Darkneſs of the Laity, 
when ſuch Corruption was implicitly re- 
ceived by them, and dignified with the 
n 
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Title of religious Precepts ! How groſsly s E R M. 
ignorant muſt they have been of all RE...) 


Morality, when they beheld, and with- 
out either Surprize or Indignation, every 
Vice, every Crime, however heinous, 
meeting avowed Sanctuary, Protection 
and Impunity, within the Walls of every 
Church, Monaſtery and Convent ; when 
they beheld their Clergy claiming and 
obtaining an entire Exemption from all 
civil Juriſdiction ; when they perceived a 
Diſpenſation for committing the moſt un- 
natural Crimes could be procured forGold, 
and one haughty Prelate was permitted 
to claim a controuling Power over the 
Conſciences and Obedience of the Sub- 
jects of every Chriſtian Potentate ! Such 
indeed was the then Corruption of Chriſ- 
tianity, that perhaps the Errors of the 
moſt corrupt Chriſtian Church at this 
Day, may be pronounced the cleareſt 
Truths, if compared with the Darkneſs, 
Ignorance and Corruption of the whole 
Chriſtian World, at the Commencement 
of the Reformation ! 

| To 
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To conclude.— As, my Brethren, the 
Remiſſneſs of thoſe former Ages in all 
religious Enquiries, and a juſt Judgment 
of God for their Crimes, permitted that 
groſs Corruption of Chriſtianity, which 
then enveloped in its Darkneſs the whole 
Face of Chriſtendom, let us take Heed, 


leſt the ſame Careleſſneſs, the ſame In- 


attention, the ſame Vices produce the 
ſame Cataſtrophe; leſt the Threatening 
of the Spirit to the Church of Epheſus be 


literally accompliſhed on us; 4% having 
teft our firft Love, not remembering from 


whence we once fell, though now graci- 
ouſly reſtored, © not repenting and re- 
turning to our firſt Works, he come 
«© unto us quickly, and remove our Can- 
« dleſtick” of Light and Knowledge out 
of its preſent happy Situation ! Which 
dreadful Puniſhment, God grant a ſincere 
and lively Attention to our true Intereſts 
in this Life, may prevent; and may the 
Innocence of our Coverſation, and the 


Purity of our Lives, ever equal that abun- 


dant Knowledge, with which he has 


bleſſed us. 
S ER- 
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The HAPPY ErrecTs which would roL- 
Low, and the puBLIC PROSPERITY 
which would REMARK ABL diſtinguiſh 
ANY Na TION, where CHRISTIANITY, 
in its ORIGINAL PURITY, as delivered 
in the WrITINGs and PREACHINGS 
of the FIRST CHRISTIANS, animated 
ſuch a NATION, throughout its sEv E- 
RAL RANK&s, producing in their Lx VES 
and CONVERSATION, that GREAT and 
DESIRABLE CHANGE, for PRODUCING 
which, it was graciouſly REVEALED 
to Mor TALs, by the Son of Goo! 


[Preached on the Faſt Day in the Year prece- 
ding the late Peace.] 


Ps ALM, xiv. 20. 


Happy are the People that are in ſuch a 
Caſe, yea, bleſſed are the People that have 
the Lord for their God. 


IN what conſiſt then the Bleſſedneſs of 


ſuch a People, and what is the Nature of 
their 


SERM. 
XV. 
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8 pA R M. their Happineſs? Let us read the prece- 
>, ding Verſes of the Pſalm, and we ſhall be 


informed, Their Sons ſhall grow up as 


e the young Plants, and their Daughters 
e ſhall be as the poliſhed Corners of the 


© moſt beautiful Buildings: Their Gra- 
ce naries ſhall be full and plenteous with 


* all Manner of Stores: Their Sheep ſhall 
« bring forth thouſands, and ten thou- 
ce ſands in their Streets: Their Oxen ſhall 
“be ſtrong to labour: There ſhall be no 
e Decay, no leading into Captivity, no 
ce complaining in their Streets.” Moſt 
juſt and beautiful Deſcription of what- 
ever Nation ſhall at any Time be found 
on Earth, univerſally diſtinguiſhed by 


. that true Wiſdom, which, if liſtened to 


in the Precepts of Chriſtianity, direQs 
all Mankind earneſtly, ſeriouſly and per- 
fectly to make the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, and him only, their King and 
their God. 

Exiſts there then, at this Day, a Na- 
tion bleſſed with this public and general 
Happineſs, where all is Harmony and 
Concord, 
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Concord, where Sorrow lifts not up her SERM. 
f | XV. 
Voice, where Complaint and Lamenta- wy 


tion are utter Strangers, where Plenty 
wantons in the Smile of each happy Indi- 
vidual, and where earthly Felicity has 
fixed her peculiar Reſidence? Alas! the 
Hiſtorian's inſtructive Page preſents to 
the Studious no ſuch bleſſed and highly 
diſtinguiſhed Nation ; the trueſt Patriot's 
fondeſt Scheme produces no ſuch earthly 
Bliſs ; nor is the Legiſlator's unremitting 
Toil ſufficiently powerful to enact ſuch 
enviable Happineſs ! And aſk we why? 
Doubtleſs becauſe though many Indivi- 
duals in every reformed Chriſtian Nation 
may be found ſincerely pious and religious; 
no Nation, however, as yet exiſts, where 
every Member, through all its varying 
Ranks, without a ſingle Exception to the 
Prodigy, has wiſely reſolved to make the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, and him only, 
their King and their God. 

What then, may ſome object, ſhall 
we call thoſe numerous Nations who pro- 


feſs Chriſtianity, a Religion infinitely 


more 


l, 
| 
4 
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more holy, infinitely more pure, more 
heavenly than that, to the Operation of 


which on human Felicity, the Pſalmiſt 


attributes ſuch happy Conſequences? Moſt 
ſtrong would be the Objection, did an 
outward Profeſſion of this ſacred Reli- 
gion, include alſo its inward and en- 
livening Spirit, or did Knowledge al- 
ways influence our Practice! But is the 
Acknowledgment of Truths, whoſe daz- 
zling Luſtre could almoſt illuminate Stu- 
pidity, and whoſe perſuaſive Force would 
well nigh ſtrike Conviction on determined 
Obſtinacy—ls the Acknowledgment of 
ſuch Truths, neceſſarily followed by Obe- 
dience to their Dictates, or is merely the 
profeſſing to believe in the Name of the 
Deity, the having him for our God ? 
Wide, indeed, is the Difference be- 
tween the Profeſſion of Religion, and 
Religion itſelf ! Small is his Title to the 
honourable Appellation of a religious 


Man, who barely acknowledges the Ex- 


iſtence of a firſt and final Cauſe. This 
1s indeed the firſt Step to Religion ; but 
reſting 
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reſting here, fuch a Man falls miſerably SERM. 
ſhort of that higheſt Diſtinction of human rw 


Nature, Virtue and Religion! And little 
better is his Claim, who even acknow- 
| ledges a Providence watchful over the 
gracious Works of its Power and Good- 
neſs. This Acknowledgment, indeed, 
naturally follows from a Conviction, that 
there does exiſt an infinitely ſupreme and 
bounteous Being! But receiving indo- 
tently the Benefits of ſach Goodneſs, 
whilſt Pleaſure and SeMf-love employ his 
groveling Thoughts, and feeling no other 
Sentiments towards the gracious Giver, 
but a covetous Deſire of engroffing, if poſ- 
fible, all his Favours, unactuated by 
Love, or Gratitude, he certainly is even 
yet more brutal than that Ignorance (if 
ſuch human Ignorance there be) which 
ſees not the Deity in the Light, hears him 
not in the Thunder and the Tempeſt, 
nor confeſſes his Almighty Power in the 
renovating Spring! To have the Lord 
for our God, conſiſts not then, in the 


moſt orthodox Creeds, in nice Speculati- 
2 ons, 
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SERM. ons, or even in the juſteſt Conceptions of 
way the Deity and his adorable Attributes! 


Theſe laſt are, indeed, the natural Roots 
of Religion's Tree, and when planted in 
that good Goſpel Ground, which brings 
forth an hundred Fold, the beauti- 
ful and natural Fruits are, Love and 
Gratitude, Reverence and Adoration of 
the bleſſed Author of our Being, fincere 
Obedience to his Commands, and univer- 
ſal Charity to our Brethren, Fellow- 
Children of one God, and ſtamped with 
the ſame glorious Image of the Deity. 
And could we find a whole Nation, or 
the great Majority in it, impreſſed with 
theſe Sentiments, diſtinguiſhed univer- 
ſally by unfeigned Love of, and a lively 
Gratitude to God, an humble Reverence 
and Adoration of his Goodneſs, ſincere in 
their Obedience to the Duties required by 
Chriſtianity, and embracing all Mankind 
as their Brethren, entitled to the ſame 


_ glorious Privileges, and Coheirs with 


them to Eternity and Happineſs ; could 


ſuch a Nation as this be found, what 


think 
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think ye, muſt be the Effect of this pure S ERM 
and undefiled Religion? Doubtleſs the Rf. 


Pſalmiſt's Beatitude muſt take place 
amongſt a People, who had thus truly 
and wiſely made the Lord their God, 
and that happy Country muſt bear a more 
than faint Reſemblance to Heaven! 

For, in ſuch a Nation, what Sorrow 
could ſadden the human Face divine, or 
interrupt the Smile of Innocence, Virtue, 
Religion and true Happineſs ? What Rap- 
ture muſt poſſeſs the human Soul, in 
humble Confidence delighting at frequent 
Returns of the pleaſing Duty, to addreſs 
the Deity, and pour forth its overflowing 
Thankfulneſs? In ſuch a Nation, what 
muſt be the Joy of the fond Parent, 
to view in his beloved Offspring the 
opening Buds of early Virtue expanding 
their fair Boſom to the happy Influence 
of pious Inſtruction and religious Edu- 
cation ; not trembling, as now, leſt the 
dreaded Contagion of infectious Example 
ſhould blaſt his early and pious Labours ? 
In ſuch a Nation, what muſt be the Grati- 


tude, the Affection the Duty of the Child, 
"WAI trained 
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trained up by the attentive Parent in the 
Way his riper Years ſhould moſt de- 
light in, and treading in the virtuous 


Steps of thoſe he honours! What muſt 


be the exquiſite Feelings of the married 
State, the neareſt Reſemblance of Heaven, 
when Virtue and Religion fill the pious 
Hearts of Perſons fo cloſely united? In 
fuch a Nation, what muſt be the de- 
lightful Senſations of Charity, conſcious 
and certain, that ſhe then relieved the 
truly-worthy, and wiped away the Tears 
of undeſerved Calamity ? What muſt be 
the Tranſports of Friendſhip, Friendſhip 
founded on Virtue, ſupported, ſtrength- 
ened, and confirmed by conſcious Inte- 
grity, enlivened by the Hope, nay, 
brightened by the certain Knowledge, 
that this endearing Intimacy ſhould ſur- 
vive the Grave, and bloom with increaſ- 
ing Purity in endleſs Happineſs hereafter ? 
In ſuch a Nation, how would alſo the 
black Catalogue of human Ills be thinned, 
I had almoſt ſaid, entirely deſtroyed ? 
Happy Mortals! They would be Stran- 

gers 
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gers to the rankling Pains of Envy, the 8ER M. 
. | ; XV. 
inward Gnawings of diſappointed Malice, 


the ſelf-conſuming Thoughts of pale Re- 
venge, the groveling Cares of Avarice, 
and the watchful Schemes of miſtaken 
and viſionary Ambition! In that happy 
Country, the treacherous Friend would 
no more betray, ſwoln Pride would no 
more inſult his Fellow- mortal, or tram- 
ple on his Brothers of the Duſt; Virtue 
would no more be depreſſed by an op- 
poſing World, and Ingratitude would no 
longer ſlacken the Hand of Kindneſs. 
"Tis true, even amongſt them, Sickneſs 
and Accidents might at Times bid the 
big Drop ſwell in Sorrow's Eye, but 
Compaſſion and chriſtian Attention would 
catch it, ere it wet the Mourner's Cheek ! 
Death might alſo ſeparate a while the 
Huſband and the Wife, but chriſtian 
Charity would wed the Widow's Want, 
and adopt the Diſtreſſes of the Fatherleſs. 
In a Word, their Pleaſures and Enjoy- 
ments would be pure and unmixed ; and 


ſuch Sorrows as this Life muſt always 
know, 
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SERM. know, would find every poſlible: Con- 
3 ſolation ! 


But above all, how would that God 
who delights in Purity and Goodneſs, 
who viſited himſelf this humble Abode 
of Man, to plant ſuch Virtues as theſe in 
the human Heart, how would that gra- 
cious God delight to bleſs ſuch a Nation ? 
Liſten to his own expreſs Promiſes : © Try 
© me now,” ſays the Lord. © Behold, if 
© ye will turn every One from the Evil 
of his Ways, if ye will ſeek Righteouſ- 
* neſs, if ye will love Judgment, and exe- 
© cute Juſtice, if ye will judge the Cauſe of 
« the Widow and the Fatherleſs ! Behold, 
« I will open the Windows of Heaven, 
« and pour you out a Bleſſing, that there 
ce ſhall not be Room to receive it ! I will 
cc rebuke the Devourer for your Sake, and 
ce he ſhall not deſtroy the Fruits of your 
« Ground—All Nations ſhall call ye bleſſ- 
« ed, for ye ſhall be a delightſome Land 
« Bleſſed ſhall be the Fruit ofthy Body and 


of thy Ground - the Fruit of thy Cattle 


« and 
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« and the Increaſe of thy Flocks ! Bleſſ- 8 E R M. 
« ed ſhalt thou be in the City, and in the 3 


Field! Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou 


% comeſt in, and when thou goeſt out- 


« 'The Lord ſhall cauſe thine Enemies, 
that riſe up againſt thee, to be ſmitten 
before thy Face—They ſhall come out 
« againſt thee one Way, and ſhall flee 
< before thee ſeven.” 

Are we fired with this juſt Deſcription 
of Virtue and its glorious Rewards ? And 
do we wiſh to live that happy Life, which 
has the Promiſes of God in both Worlds ? 
Why then do we not haſten to obey the 
united Dictates of Reaſon and Reli- 
gion? Alas! the Deceitfulneſs of Sin hath 
dulled our Senſes, and ſmall is the Influ- 
ence of Virtue and moral Beauty on our 
depraved Inclinations ! We find the At- 
tempt to emerge from our preſent State 
painful, and the Weight of Habit and 
Cuſtom depreſſes our ſtrongeſt Efforts ! 
But if the Beauties of a virtuous Life, 
if its Rewards here and hereafter, fail to 
convert us to Virtue, let us at leaſt, rouſed 


by 


344 


The Profperity which muſt attend 


5 * by the alarming Threats of Scripture, quit 
wa a Life, againſt which the ſacred Writings 


denounce the ſevereſt Vengeance even in 
this preſent World ! 

Dreadful indeed are the Woes prononn- 
ced in Seripture againſt hardened Impeni- 
tence—Moſt terrifying are the Judgments 
with which God hath threatened to afflict 
ſinful Nations Thus do the ſacred Wri- 
tings repreſent his Wrath: Woe unto 


© you that decree unrighteous Judgment, 


* that turn aſide the Needy from Juſtice, 
« that take away their Right from the 
« Poor, whoſe Prey are Widows, and 
« who rob the Fatherleſs— Woe unto you 
ee who have not reſtored unto the Debtor 


cc his Pledge, who have not given the 


Bread to the Hungry, nor cloathed the 
« Naked with a Garment—Woe unto 
« you who have ſpoiled by Violence, 
« who have deſpiſed mine holy Things, 
* and prophaned my Sabbath, who have 
* not withdrawn your Hand from Iniqui- 
* ty, nor executed true Judgment! Be- 
* hold, faith the Lord, ſhall ! not ' viſit 

* for 
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ce for theſe Things, and ſhall not my Soul SE M 
« be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? 


« Yea, I will open mine Armoury ! J will 
« bring forth the Weapons of my Indig- 
« nation ; your Hands ſhall be faint, 
« and your Heart ſhall melt with Fear ! 
« Pangs and Sorrow ſhall take faſt Hold 
« upon you ! Ye ſhall be brought down, 
* ye ſhall ſpeak as out of the Ground, 
ce and your Speech ſhall be as out of the 
« Duſt! The Heavens over thy Head 
« ſhall be as Braſs, and the Earth, Iron! 
The Lord ſhall give thee a trembling 
« Heart, a Failing of Sight, and Sorrow 
« of Mind! Your Children ſhall be daſh- 
«ed to Pieces before your Eyes, your 
« Houſes ſhall be ſpoiled, and your Wives 
« defiled ! Ye ſhall die of grievous Deaths ! 
J will ſmite you with Conſumptions, 
& with Fevers, with extreme Burnings, 
ce with the Sword and Famine, with Blaſt- 
ing and Mildew—Ye ſhall flee before 
« your Enemies, and be ſorely ſmitten |! 
« Ye ſhall not be lamented, ye ſhall be 
4 as Dung upon the Face of the Earth! 

« Your 
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cc Your Carcaſſes ſhall be Meat unto the 
« Fowls of the Air! Your Widows ſhall 
« be increaſed above Meaſure, as the 
Sand of the Sea in Number—Thy Life 
« ſhall hang in Doubt upon thee ! Ye 
« ſhall fear Night and Day! In the Morn- 
ing thou ſhalt fay, would God it were 
Even, and at Even thou ſhalt ſay, would 
* God it were Morning! For thou ſhalt 
* have none Aſſurance of thy Life, when 
« the bitter Day of thy Calamity ſhall 
come upon thee !“ 

Dreadful. Picture of a ſinful and a ſut- 
tering Nation] From ſuch a Deſcription, 
well may human Nature turn aſide its 
aching Eyes! Yet, ſometimes, to call to 
our Minds theſe alarming Threats, is uſe- 
ful, is abſolutely neceſſary For thus, 
only, can giddy Diflipation learn to re- 
ftrain her wild Career, thus only can Care- 
leſſneſs be taught Attention, and luke- 
warm Religion be convinced of the great 
Importance of that which, through Igno- 
rance, ſhe affects to treat with Levity and 
Contempt! Godgrant that the Thoughtful, 


the 


any Nation univerſally religious. 


347 


the Pious, and the Good, ſtill left amongſt 8 E RM. 
us, may be found in the Eyes of Provi- * . 


dence, a ſufficient Reaſon for his Mercy to 


avert ſuch national Viſitations, as at pre- 


ſent threaten us! And may thoſe amongſt 
us, who poſſeſs only the Form of Godlineſs, 
who are content merely to boaſt of their 
Faith, ſeriouſly conſider, that without 
Works, Faith cannot ſave them: For in 
vain does Truth ſeal the Religion of thoſe, 
in whoſe Heart the animating Spirit of 
Religion has not yet fixed her Reſidence, 
manifeſted in their Actions ! 

May then the true Spirit of the Chriſtian 
Faith be ours, and may the Church of 
Ireland, in the Lives of its ſeveral Mem- 
bers, declare © The Word of Truth richly 
« dwelling in it—Happy indeed ſhall we 
« be in ſuch a Caſe, yea truly bleſſ- 
« ed, if e thus have the Lord for our 
„God!“ | 

And when, my Brethren, had this Na- 
tion greater Reaſon to attempt this ſalu- 
tary Change in Morality and Religion ?— 


When had it greater Reaſon to revolve 
theſe 
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2 theſe awful Truths, we have juſt now 
mentioned, than at the preſent Time ?— 


Threatened as we are by Half the World, 


and treacherouſly deſerted by the other ; 


friendleſs, unallied, the Mark of Trea- 
chery, Malice and Ambition ; the World 


and its Policy armed againſt us! Dread- 


ful Situation! Dreadful indeed, if we 
are no longer the Object of Divine Mercy 
But, oh ! how dreadful, if this very Si- 


tuation, is the Fiat of divine Juſtice, of 


almighty Viſitation! If, indeed, ur Sins 
have found us out, if the Meaſure of our I1i- 
quities is filled up; if the preſent alarming 
Criſis is only the Beginning of Sorrows, 
what ſhall be the End, the ſad Cataſtro- 
phe of all? And can there be a more 
dreadful Sign of general Corruption, than 
the preſent unnatural Inſenſibility of Dan- 
ger? How are we affected by our preſent 
Threatenings ? Is Reformation viſible 
amongſt us ? Is Vice leſs unbluſhing in 


its Appearance, or Impiety more timid 


in this the Day of our Viſitation, than in 


our higheſt and moſt enviable Proſperity ! 
In 


re 
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In the natural Body, tis a ſure Sign of 8 ERM. 
its approaching Diſſolution, when the Cy 


Gangrene no longer ſmarts, when the 
Mortification is no longer painful! And 
no leſs truly, I fear, is the approaching 
Ruin of the political Body foretold by a 
general Apathy of its Diſtreſs! Which of 
us feels properly for the alarming Dan- 
ger of the public Weal? Which of us 
has parted with his favourite Sin, 
rouſed by the common Peril, and hath 
trembled with a pious Fear for his 
threatened Country? Diſſipation, Lux- 
ury and Impiety, ſtill wave their Ban- 
ners with unabated Confidence, and 
every Vice ſtill glories in its Shame, un- 


conſcious and thoughtleſs of the impend- 


ing Ruin! How would a ſenſible Fo- 
reigner ſtand amazed, did he hear us 
when we chance to diſcuſs our preſent 
Troubles? They are to ſome the Subject 
of unavailing Wrangles and Diſputes; 
to ſome the Entertainment of idle Curio- 
ſity; and to ſome (I bluſh to confeſs it) 
they are even the Subject of Exultation ! 

Unnatural 


349 


V — — - 


350 The Proſperity which muſt attend 


5 & 
he M. ' Unnatural Exultation ! Shall any Mem- PC 
ber of the political Body ſuffer, and the Fe 

reſt forbear to ſympathiſe? Incredible Tm 
Exceſs of Stupidity! Do we think, that _ 
if a Mortification has already ſeized the ts 
State, any Diviſion of the connected | th 
Whole can ſurvive the common Malady ? th 
We may have heard, we may have read tr 
of other Wars viſiting the Britiſh Empire, = 


of other national Diſtreſſes afflicting the 
common State, but we have ever found 
that on ſuch Occaſions, all Diviſions de 


ceaſed, all Parties coaleſced ! Every Head, th 
every Heart, every Hand, concurred to FE 
deviſe, to ſupport, to execute, every 5 
Scheme calculated for the common Good! R 
Seriouſneſs, Sobriety, Recollection, diſ- 

tinguiſhed the public Anxiety for the , 
Welfare of the Common Weal! Equally 4 
in a religious and in a political Light, did * 
the Inhabitants of the common Empire, 

in thoſe Days conſult the Well-being of x 
their Country, and by every Method of * 
Policy, every Direction of Religion, ſeek * 


to avert the public Calamity! A Day ap- 
pointed 
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pointed amongſt them for a Day of public 8 EDN 
Faſting and Humiliation for their Sins, 
was not, as in theſe Days, a Day of Gri- 
mace and Mockery, a Jeſt, a Burleſque 
on the very Appellation! No, my Bre- 
thren, they were Chriſtians, and feared 
the Lord in his Judgments; they were 
true Patriots (how unlike the modern of 
our Times) and trembled for their Coun- 
try! Is then, my Brethren, our Senſibi- 
lity for our Country leſs, becauſe its Dan- 
ger is now confeſſedly greater? Do we 
then think that the divine Forbearance 
can never be wearied by human Obſti- 
nacy and Impenitence ? Or do we, ſtupi- 
fied by the Greatneſs of the impending 
Ruin, think that our State is deſperate, 
and that the Lord's Hand is ſhortened that 
it cannot ſave. Let us yet reflect, whilſt 
the Scales of Juſtice and of Mercy tremble 
in the Almighty's Hands; and let Re- 
pentance and Reformation incline the 
Balance to Mercy and Forgiveneſs! May 
we all ſeriouſly repent ; may we all ear- 
neſtly turn to God, who will ſtill have 


Mercy 
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SERM. Mercy upon us! Let us return, as loſt 
* Sheep, to the Biſhop and Shepherd of our 
Souls ; let us return to him, and he will 
abundantly parden. May he take us un- 
der his Protection, and we ſhall be pre- 


ſerved from every Danger temporal and 
ſpiritual ! 
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SERMON XVI. 


The NRCESSITI of consTANT SELF- 
EXAMINATION, and of an INCREA=- 
SING PURITY, in all RATIONAL and 
FREE AGENTs, and the aDDITION=- 
AL MoTives, which RECOMMEND 
ſuch a Cox Duc r to PErsoNs expect- 
ing in a FUTURE STATE of ExIsT- 
ENCE, either to be REWARDED, or 
PUN ISHED, ETERNALLY for their Ac- 
TIONS HERE, 


X 2 CORIN THIANS, v. 10. 


For we muſt all appear before the Fudgment- 
Seat of Chriſt ! 


A FUTURE Judgment, in which hu- 
man Actions ſhould be nicely examined, 
Virtue rewarded, Vice puniſhed, and the 
ſeeming Inequalities of divine Providence 

Aa in 
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8 RM. in this Life explained, ſeemed, even to 
Way Ignorant Heathens, an Expectation ex- 
tremely reaſonable ! But though they had 
a general Notion of ſuch a Judgment, 
yet by no Means had they a juſt Concep- 
tion of this Trial, or a perfect Idea of this 
future State! Two remarkable, and una- 
voidable Defects, all their Imaginations 
of this Sort laboured under ! They could 
not conceive how Repentance could can- 
cel the paſt, or that the Body, after its ap- 
parent Diſſolution, could ever be re- uni- 
ted to the Soul ! But Scripture has amply 
removed all Difficulties on this Subject, 
and hath given us the cleareſt and the 
juſteſt Ideas, both of a final Judgment, 
and of a future and eternal Exiſtence! 
The Conſequences of theſe two import- 
ant Truths are amazingly awful, their 
natural Influence on our preſent Lives, 
when duly examined, moſt happy and 
powerful ! But before we attempt to en- 
quire what Influence the Knowledge con- 
veyed in the Words of my Text, ſhould 
have on our Lives and Thoughts, let us 


firſt 
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firſt conſider, what Scripture means by SERM. 


XVI 


informing us, we muſt all fland before the ny 


Fudgment-Seat of Chrijt ! In order to which, 
tet us enquire, what Deſcription the Ho- 
ly Writings give of this ſolemn Trial, 
and of thoſe two very different States, to 
one of which it muſt conduct every Mor- 
tal; and in Truth no Scene can be ima- 
gined more awful than that, in which 
Omniſcience ſhall call into cleareſt Light, 
the moſt hidden Secrets, in which infinite 
Purity ſhall enquire into haman Corrup- 
tion, and Omnipotence preſide in Judg- 
ment, over inconceivable Weakneſs! And 
the Language of Holy Scripture has done 
ample Juſtice to the terrifying Subject! 
So ſtrong are the Colours of her Pencil, 
that Fancy ſees and hears the dread So- 
lemnity, and even the moſt virtuous Cha- 
racter, ſtarting at the fiery Trial, might 
dread the Iſſue, did not the Merits of a 
crucified Saviour, ſhield their unprotected 
State, and calm their juſt Apprehenſions'! 
For what Son of Mortality, and Brother 


of the Duſt, but muſt feel his Heart ſink 
Aa 2 within 
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1 within him, when he reads the awful 
ww Deſcription of this laſt and ſolemn Trial! 


When Scripture bids us prepare to meet 
our God ! When we are juſtly challenged 
in theſe dreadful Words, ho ſhall abide 
the great and terrible Day of the Lord? 
Vain then is human Confidence ! Ima- 
gination, ſtruck by the lively Deſcription 
of the facred Writings, anticipates the 
dreadful Day ! We behold the awful Ma- 
jeſty of God, appearing in all the Splendor 
of divine Glory, accompanied with every 
Terror of infinite Power, Knowledge and 
Juſtice ! We fee the Heavens opened! We 
hear the Trump of the Arch- Angel | We 
behold with trembling Expectation, the 
Graves diſcliſed, the Sea giving up her 
Dead, and the whole Race of Adam, aſ- 
ſembled before their God ! We view with 
filent Aſtoniſhment, Deſtruction over- 
turning the whole Creation!“ The Roots 
« of the everlaſting Mountains torn up! 
« 'The Stars of Heaven ſtarting from their 
“ Spheres ! and the Heavens themſelves 
e rolled away as a Scroll! And now the 


Judge 
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Judge of all aſcends the Throne of Juſ- $E RM. 


XVT. 


tice ! The Books , Life and Death are 


opened before us | We hear the awful Sen- 
tence of eternal Happineſs, or eternal Mi- 
ſery, paſſed on anxious Millions! 

Well may we, Sinners and unprofitable 
Servants, ſtand appalled, when we reflect 
that then muſt our final Sentence be pro- 
nounced, and eternal Happineſs or eter- 
nal Miſery be our Portion for ever; what 
Words can expreſs that which we feel 
within ? Well may Scripture add, that 
then © Guilt and Wickedneſs ſhall call 
to the Mountains and the Rocks, to fall 
upon them and hide them from the 
Wrath of the Lamb!“ 

And muſt this Trial be ſuſtained by 
Man? Muſt Weakneſs plead with Al- 
mighty Power? Uncleanneſs and Corrup- 
tion with eternal Purity ? Muſt every 
ſecret Deed, every concealed Thought, be 
then revealed? Dreadful Certainty to 
Impenitence and Guilt ! Al muſt then ſtand 
before the Tudgment-Seat of Chrijt ! Is this 


Life then but a ſhort Prelude to another, 
and 
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and an endleſs State? Shall the few Days 
of this flecting Scene, ſtamp for ever the 
Complexion of that endleſs State certainly 
before us? Raſh and unthinking Mor- 
tals ! Life ſurely conſidered in this View 
aftords a very different Proſpect from 


that, which it preſents to heedleſs Inatten- 


tion! This World, when Scripture is 
called in to aſſiſt our Sight, appears a 
Stage of vaſt Importance ! It no longer 
ſeems contrived for Folly, Vanity and 
Diſſipation, unmeaningly to ſport in; a 
gayly decorated Theatre, deſigned for a 
few thoughtleſs Animals to ſtrut on with 
an idle Admiration of themſelves and 
others ; or a Scene contrived alone for Pa- 
geantry and deceitful Splendor. Scrip- 
ture removes at once, the deceiving Me- 
dium through which Mortals behold this 
Life, and it then appears the great Stage 
allotted to Humanity, on which Mortals 
ſhould act a nobler and a more important 
Part ! For ſhort as is the fleeting Scene 
of Life, and tranſitory as is the Part all 
Mortals have to act upon its Stage, Scrip- 


ture 
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ture however informs us, that our Actions 
here, ſhall unalterably determine the Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery of that Eternity which 
ſucceeds to Time! I is appointed unto 
Men once to die, but after this the Judg- 
ment ! Tremendous Information! How 
perſuaſive, how powerful to urge us to 
Seriouſneſs and Compoſure, and, if proper- 
ly indulged, how efficacious to renew 4 
right Spirit within us? How deeply then 
ſhould we imprint it on our Minds ? How 
neceſſary is it for thoſe who are thoroughly 
convinced that they ſhall one Day ſtand 
before the Fudgment-Scat of Cbriſt, how 
neceſſary for ſuch, to imitate the Example 
of the Pſalmiſt, and timely take Heed unto 
their Ways on which ſo much depends! 
Self-examination, indeed, 1s a Duty, 
which even natural Reaſon and worldly 
Prudence moſt ſtrongly recommend to all 
rational Creatures! Even unaſſiſted Rea- 
ſon can point out the Neceſſity incumbent 
on every finite Creature, ſubject to Er- 
ror and Miſtake by its very Nature, to 


recall and minutely examine the paſt, in 
order 
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SERM. order to correc the unavoidable Miſtakes 

2 of Ignorance, the Diſorders of Paſſion, and 

the Errors of Inexperience! Prudence ad- 

viſes ſuch a Conduct as extremely requiſite 

to Improvement! A Senſe alſo of ingenu- 

ous Shame muſtconvincerational Creatures 

how unbecoming it is ſuch Perſons not only 

to degenerate, but even to continue 1gno- 

bly fixed in their original State, and make 

no farther Advances to Perfection! A 

proper Senſe of Honour, and a laudable 

Paſſion for what is decent and becom- 

ing, muſt urge us forcibly to aſpire to 

higher Degrees of Perfection] Such muſt 

be the natural Effects of Reaſon and the 

| more worthy Diſpoſitions of Man, even 

were he unacquainted with the great 
Truths of Revelation, and though Immor- 
tality were a Subject, on which his Rea- 
ſonings were imperfect and inconcluſive. 
But when we open the Word of God, 
and there behold Immortality brought to 
Light, when we are there aſſured by the 
God of Truth, that this World is but a 
Stage to Eternity, and this Life merely 
a State 
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a State of Trial to prove our Fidelity and s ER M. 


XVI. 


Obedience, what additional Weight muſt 


this Knowledge add to thoſe Motives, 
which, we perceive even in the unen- 
lightened State of Nature, muſt influence 
Man to examine and correct the Errors of 
his Conduct? If unaſſiſted Nature and 
worldly Prudence exhort us to correct 
Errors and Miſtakes, which may preju- 
dice our Intereſts here, how forcibly muſt 
ſuch Motives determine us to reform 
thoſe Errors, which Scripture teaches us 
may not only deſtroy the Body, but alſo 
ruin eternally an immortal Soul? If tempo- 
ral Prudence adviſes ſuch a Conduct as 
neceſſary to Improvement even in this 
World, how much more ſtrongly muſt it 
recommend to us ſuch an Exertion of our 
Abilities, when Revelation aſſures us 
every Virtue neceſſary to be poſſeſſed 
by Man, in order to give him Admit- 
tance into the beatific State, and, indeed, 
to enable him to enjoy any Happineſs in 
Heaven, . muſt be carefully cultivated by 


bim in this Life ; for, as we ſow in this 
World 
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World /o ſhall we reap in the next! If a 
Senſe alſo of ingenuous Shame, and a 
proper Regard for the Judgment of Man- 
kind convince us, even in a State of Na- 
ture, how unworthy it is the Character 
of rational Creatures, to degenerate, or 
even to forbear advancing to greater Per- 
fection; how much ſtronger muſt be 
their Influence, when, guided by Revela- 


tion, they regard the Eyes of all created 


Beings, the approving, or diſapproving 
Voice, the glorious Applauſe, or the 
dreadful Cenſure of the God of Nature? 
If a Senſe likewiſe of what is decent and 
becoming, even in this Life, prompts us 
to refine our Nature, and ſubdue our 
more unworthy Paſſions, what additional 
Weight does Scripture give its Influence, 
when it informs us, that thus alone can 


we prepare ourſelves to live hereafter with 


Angels, and the God of Purity ! 
This is the Language of Scripture to 
Mankind in general ! Theſe are the pow- 


erful Motives which ſhe impreſſes on the 
Minds of the Heirs to Eternity ! An Eter- 
nity, 


a future Judgment, on human Life. 


nity, happy or miſerable, as they them- 8E RM. 
ſelves by their Actions here decree it ei- 


ther! And moſt fortunate would it be for 
Mankind, did they liſten attentively to 
the Threats and Promiſes of theſe ſacred 
Writings! There would they find Ex- 
hortations fitted to every Situation of hu- 
man Life; there would Adverſity and 
Old Age, at once, be kindly admoniſhed 
and conſoled; there would Youth and 
Proſperity, at once, be properly inſtruct- 
ed and kindly warned! Would they col- 
let her Precepts, thus does ſhe ſeem to 
addreſs the Afflicted and the Aged! 

| Behold to you, who fit in Sorrow, who 
eat the Bread of Affliction, and drink the 
Water of Adverſity, and ye whoſe grey 
Hairs, whoſe tottering Limbs, and bodily 


Infirmities perpetually remind of your ap- 


proaching Diſſolution, to both am I ſent, 
but neither t bruiſe the broken Reed, nor 
quench the. ſmoaking Flax! As a Friend 
do I come to ſnatch you as Firebrands from 


out the Burning! Whither then haſte ye 


to drink ſtill deeper of worldly Forgetful- 


neſs, 
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SE R M. neſs, and to engage in viſionary Schemes, 


XV 


— 9 which the Adverſity of the former diſ- 


courages, and the old Age of the latter 
threatens to lea ve uncompleated ! © How 
« long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love Simpli- 
© city? Turn ye at my Reproof! Behold, 
* will pour out my Spirit upon you, 
* I will make my Words known unto 
« you.” 

+ You then, my Friends, whoſe Glaſs of 
Life ſeems almoſt run out, what ſeek 
ye by thus clinging to a deceitful World ? 
Act ye in this Reſpect like Men who have 
Eternity ſo cloſe in View, and who muſt 
ſo ſoon fland before the Fudgment-Seat of 
Chri/t? Wherefore ſeek ye Pleaſure here? 


Do not your palled Appetites, your de- 


cayed Senſes, render ſuch Expectation 
ridiculous? Has not a long Satiety of 
earthly Pleaſures deſtroyed in your old 
Age every Hope of Novelty? Has not 
your perpetual Diſappointment in all 
earthly Enjoyments effectually convinced 
your Judgment, that pure and unmixed 
Happineſs is not to be found on this Side 


of 


JF r . SE cons 
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of Eternity? Why continue then thus un- 8 ERM. 


accountably wedded to this World, whilſt 
your Race is. ſo nearly finiſhed, and your 
Entrance into Eternity hourly to be ex- 
pected ? Where are the Companions of 
your early Youth? Long ſince moulder- 
ed into Duſt, yet ſtill, did ye attend, 
their Aſhes ſpeak, and their cold Clay 
admoniſhes ! | 

And ye, my Friends, Children of Sor- 
row, and Sons of Diſappointment and 
Affliction! Think ye the Storm is paſt, 
that ye thus once more tempt the Malice 
of your Fortune? Has then Affliction 
failed to teach you Wiſdom? Whence this 
Infatuation? Has Flattery dulled your 
Senſes and deſtroyed all Reflection? Alas! 
that Syren flies far from Sorrow and Mis- 
fortunes! Many has ſhe corrupted among 
the Happy and Proſperous, not one among 
the Unfortunate | Why then liſten ye not 
to the Voice of the Charmer ? Do not the 
Diſtreſſes, the Afflictions of this Life 
teach ye that here all is Vanity and Vex- 


ation of Spirit, that here we have no 
abiding 
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abiding City ? Has the World then ſuch 
mighty Charms as to engage and juſtify 
ſo prepoſterous a Perſeverance? Has it 
not ever looked upon the Unfortunate 
with a diſguſting, a forbidding Counte- 
nance? What greater Conſolation do the 
Unfortunate in general experience than 
unavailing Pity, and how much oftner 


Cenſure and Contempt? Liſten then to 


me, ye who are oppreſſed with Misfor- 
tunes, and ye who ſeem to ſtand on the 
Extremities of either World! From' ye 
both this World naturally flies, and leaves 
you to Solitude and Reflection! But hap- 
py is ſuch Deſertion ; moſt fortunate for 
both ſuch Solitude! If with you 'tis the 
eleventh Hour, you have no Time to waſte 
in Buſineſs or in Pleaſure! "Tis highly 
expedient ye examine if ye have been 
faithful Labourers in the Goſpel Vineyard ! 
Early hired and long idle, at leaſt apply 
the ſhort Space which ſtill remains! And 
ye, whoſe Hearts ſhould now be ſoftened 
by Affliction, and mellow to receive the 


Seeds of true Wiſdom, recall the paſt, 


and 
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and learn if all theſe Misfortunes have not 8 ERM. 


been the kind Meſſengers to recall you 
from Folly and Diſſipation! At leaſt, 
wiſely think of that God, who alone can 
give you Comfort here, and turn your 
Thoughts to that World, which alone 
can recompenſe the Miſery of your 
Lot, and the Severity of your Suffering 
in this ! 

Thus does Seripture addreſsthe Afflicted 
and the hoary Head! Obedience in them, 
unleſs infatuated, naturally ſucceeds a 
ſincere Attention to her Dictates! But 
how, alas ! ſhall we command the At- 
tention of the Proſperous and the Vain, 
the Diſſipated and the Gay, the Young 
and the Inexperienced ? Pleaſure, Fancy, 
Imagination, Ambition, Riches, Flat- 
tery, almoſt preclude all Acceſs to ſuch 
Perſons ! Swallowed up in the Vortex of 
a giddy Round of Pleaſure, engroſſed by 
Ambition, or the plodding Cares of Ava- 
rice, even the laſt Echo of Admonition 


dies away, ere the Preacher's Voice can 
ſtrike 
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SERM. ſtrike their Ears! Yet could the animated 


XV 


— Spirit of the Scriptures, thoſe lively Ora- 


cles, happily ſeize on ſome Moment of Sa- 
tiety in their giddy Courſe, ſome vacant 
Moment in the tireſome Purſuit of Am- 
bition, Avarice, or Pleaſure, thus would 
ſhe ſtrike their aſtoniſhed Senſes ! 


Heirs to Eternity, and Sojourners for 


a ſhort and uncertain Space on Earth, 


waſte ye thus your precious Hours, and 
neglect ye real Pleaſure to purſue gilded 
Phantoms, and, inſtead of laſting Riches, 
do ye heap up Clay? Turn ye from real 
Pleaſures to gilded Phantoms, and in- 
ſtead of Happineſs do ye graſp an empty 
Cloud? Is this Life a Seaſon for ſuch 
Sports, or is Diſſipation the great End of 
your Creation? « Chant ye to the Sound 
« of the Viol, drink ye choice Wine, 
te anoint ye with the fineſt Perfume, and 
* ſtretch ye at Eaſe on your Couches ?” 
« Behold,” ſaith the Lord, I will turn 
« your Mirth into Mourning, your Feaſts 
« into Lamentations, and your Songs into 
Sorrow; I will bring Sackcloth on your 

6 Loins 
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*Loins, and Baldneſs on ygur Heads; SE RM. 
* 1 will make your Mourning as the . 


Mourning for an only Son, and the End 
* thereof a bitter Day !” 

And ye who truſt in uncertain Riches, 
Go to now, howl and weep for the Mi- 
c ſeries which ſhall come upon you: Your 
Gold and Silver ſhall be cankered, and 
the Ruſt of them ſhall be a Witneſs 
* againſt you: Vour Riches ſhall be cor- 
< rupted, and your Garments moth-eaten: 
Ve ſhall build Houſes, and ye ſhall not 
ce dwell therein: Ye ſhall carry much 
* Seed out into the Field, and ſhall gather 
© little in! Ye ſhall heap up Riches, but 
„ they ſhall make to themſelves Wings, 
and flee away.” _ 

And ye alſo who truſt in your Youth, 
in the Vigour of your Conſtitution, Who 
promiſe to renew your Strength as the 
Eagle, who fondly fay in your Hearts, 
We have many Vears in Store, and 
the Days before us are many! Lo! 
« the Night is far off! We will cat, drink 


« and play, for our Lord delayeth his 
B b > Coming 
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“ Coming, and his Voice ſhall not be 
& heard by us for many Seafons !” Fools 
and Preſumptuous ! How many are the 


* Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts ?” The 


Sword, and Peſtilence, and Pamine, and 
Accidents, and äcute Difeaſes, ſhall 
ſweep ye of, in an Hour which you think 
not of, and at a Moment 25 are not 


aware! 
Since ſuch, my Brethren; is the Lan- 


guage of Religion to us all ; ſince Death, 


however diſtant, is moſt certainly before 
us; ſince the Hour and the Manner of it 
are known to God only; but fince the 
certain Conſequence of it is our Standing 
before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, let 
us all, both Young and Old, Rich and 
Poor, Proſperous and Afflicted, aſſured 


by the God of Truth, that the Happi- 
neſs or Miſery of our eternal State de- 
pends on out Actions in this World, 
ſeriouſly prepare for that inevitable 
Hour, that, when ſummoned by the 
Juſt and almighty Judge, we may ap- 
Pear before the awful Throne of Chriſt, 


purified 
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purified by ſincere Repentance, waſhed 8 ERM 
in the Blood of the immaculate Lamb, — 
clothed with his Merits, and no — 
terrified by Wickedneſs and Guilt per- 


ſevered in! 
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The NATURE and ExTexT of Mkcy, 
as REQUIRED by the GosPEL, de- 
duced from the PARABLE of the 
WOUNDED TRAVELLER, the LE“ 
VITE, the PRIEST, and the FEELING 
SAMARITAN, and their very different 
Benaviouk towards the SUFFERER. 


Luk E, x. 37. 
Go thou, and do likewiſe. 


SERM. No Duty is laid down in the New 

XVII. 
ws Teſtament with greater Energy, or is 
oftner repeated, than that of Mercy as 


due from one Man to another! Thus, 
in the Parable of the Lord and the inſol- 


vent Debtor; thus, in our Saviour's 
Anſwer to Peter's Doubts concerning the 
Forgiveneſs of Injuries; and on many 

other 


The Nature and Extent of Mercy, Sc. 


other Occaſions, we find this Duty of 8 ERM. 


ſhewing Mercy to our Fellow-creatures 
minutely explained and ſtrongly enforced! 
But, perhaps, in no Paſſage of Holy Writ 
is this Duty of Merey and Compaſſion 
more ſtrongly recommended than in this 
Parable, from whence are taken the 
Words ſelected for the Subject of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe—The Parable runs 
thus: A certain Man went down from 
« Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell among 
« Thieves, who robbed him of his Rai- 
« ment and wounded him, and departed, 
« leaving him half dead! And by Chance 
ce there came down a certain Prieſt that 
« Way, and when he ſaw him, he paſſed 
« by on the other Side; and hkewiſe a 
« Levite, when he was at the Place, 
ce came and looked on him, and paſſed by 
« on the other Side: But, a certain Sa- 
« maritan, as he journeyed, came where 
« he was, and when he ſaw him, he had 
« Compaſſion on him, and went to him, 
c and bound up his Wounds, pouring in 
« Wine and Oil, and ſet him on his 
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* « own Beaſt, and brought him to an Inn, 
and took Care of him, and on the Mor- 


& row when he departed, he took out 
% 'Two-pence, and gave them to the Hoſt, 
« and ſaid unto him, Take Care of him, 
* and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, 


* when I come again, I will repay thee. 
Which now \of theſe three, thinkeſt 


2M thou, was Neighbour unto him who fell 
* among the Thieves? And he ſaid, he 


ce that ſhewed Mercy on him. Then ſaid 
& Jeſus unto him, Go thou, and do like- 
© wiſe.” 

Here then is a moſt happy Example of 
tender Pity and melting Compaſſion in 
the tender-hearted Samaritan! He was 
on a Journey, perhaps, of the utmoſt 
Importance, and Diſpatch was neceſſary. 
In the Misfortune of the wounded Tra- 
veller, he ſaw every Reaſon to apprehend 
Danger for himſelf from the Ruffians, who 
had thus manifeſted their Proneneſs to 
Violence and Cruelty, and who, per- 
chance, might ſtill be lurking in the 
Neighbourhood. In the Perſon alſo of 

the 


as required by the Goſpel. 


the Sufferer, he beheld a natural Enemy, SE R N. 
an Il|-wither to his Religion, a Condemner —_ 


ef his Faith, (for the Jews and Samari- 
tans were at extreme Variance with one 
another in religious Tenets !) and, in re- 
heving this Man alſo, he not only ran 
every perſonal Hazard, but, perhaps, by 
thus giving Way to Compaſſion, he might 
render himſelf ſuſpected by his Friends 
and Countrymen, who entertained very 
confined Notions of Tenderneſs and Pity. 
Notwithſtanding theſe ſtrong Objections 
ta his Interference, being actuated by an 
amiable Tenderneſs for a Fellow-creature 
in deep Diſtreſs, he forgets every Diſſua- 
ſive from relieving the unhappy Sufferer ! 


He regards not the Importance of his 


Journey, the Danger of ſtopping in a 
Place ſo juſtly to be ſuſpected, the Op- 
poſition in religious Opinions between 
him and the unhappy Sufferer, nor the 
apprehended Condemnation of ſuch Hu- 
manity by his jealous and narrow-minded 
Countrymen ! A Fellow-creature in Diſ- 


treſs removed every ſuch Objection, and 
he 
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SERM. he exerts his utmoſt Efforts to remove the 


XVII. 


was Miſery he thus compatſionated ! 

Our Saviour having drawn this Picture 
of true Benevolence and Mercy, and 
having thus anſwered the' Queſtion put 
to him, Who is my Neighbour ? namely, 
by including in this Term all Mankind, 
fhewing us that there is no Exception to 
this general Rule, fitly concludes his 
Diſcourſe with the energetic Admonition, 
Go thou, and do likewiſe. 

In explaining therefore the indiſpen- 
fable Virtue of Mercy and Compaſſion, 
I ſhall take as my Guide the chief Cir- 


cumſtances of the Parable. Hence then 


we may define Chriſtian Mercy and Com- 
paſſion, a lively Senſibility of the Suffer- 
ings of others, accompanied with an ear- 
neſt Deſire to remove them, a Deſire ready 
to be exerted even at the Experice of ſome 
perſonal Inconvenience ! Chriſtian Mercy 
is not then merely a Senſibility of the 
Sufferings of others! Perhaps even the 
ſeliſh Levite, even the uncharitable 
Prieſt, felt ſome f inward Melt- 

ings 
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ings at the'Sight of the wounded Travel- s E K M. 


ler; but their ſelfiſn Diſpoſition inſtantly 


collected, and ſteadily applied, every 


Thought ſolely to the Preſervation of 
themſelves! Further, Chriſtian Mercy 
not only feels for the Sufferings of others, 
tis alſo accompanied with an earneſt 
Defire to remove them; nay, tis eager 
to accompliſh this Deſire even at the Ex- 
penice of perſonal Incorivenience ! The 
Levite, the Prieft, wiſhed, perhaps, to 
have reſtored the wounded Traveller to 
his former Health and Poſſeſſions, but 
in ſuch an Attempt to hazard their own 
Health, their own Poſſeſſions, appeared 
to their ſelfiſh Thoughts highly romantic 
and inconſiderate ! Unlike theſe narrow 
Reaſoners, Chriſtian Mercy, imitating 
the good Samaritan, the Picture of true 
Compaſſion drawn by our Saviour, runs 
every Hazard in ſuccouring Diſtreſs, and, 
in relieving the Miſery of its Neighbour, 
forgets every perſonal Inconvenience ! 
Nay, Chriſtian Mercy forgets, baniſhes 


from its Recollection, even the Unwor- 
| thineſs 
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thineſs of the Man, who is really diſtreſt, 


tee very Injuries that may have been 


committed againſt itſelf by the Sufferer ! 
The Samaritan, we ſee, in the Object 
of his Compaſſion, did not, in his own 
Opinion, relieve a true Believer, a Well- 
wiſher to his own Faith and Nation; on 
the contrary, in him he beheld a Derider 
of his own rehgious Tenets, an Enemy 
to his Faith and Country; but in him 
he likewiſe beheld a Fellow-Creature in 
Diſtreſs, and, poſſeſſed of a true Notion 
of Compaſſion, he generouſly forgets every 
accidental Difference between the diſ- 
treſſed Object and himſelf, and recollect- 
ing only their common Nature, their 
common Weakneſs, he exerts his utmoſt 
Powers to relieve ſuch Miſery! From 
this Parable alſo we may conclude, that 
Chriſtian Mercy nobly overlooks all im- 
proper and undeſerved Cenſure of its 
Conduct. It attends not to the Appro- 
bation or Condemnation of the World, 
when they are miſapplied, nor even to 
its own deareſt Intereſts, however 
weighty, 
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weighty, when they would oppoſe the s E RN. 
Relief of ſuch Diſtreſs, as requires imme 


diate Aſſiſtance! The Samaritan foreſaw, 
doubtleſs, the Sneers, the Diſapproba- 
tion with which his Countrymen would 
probably behold the benevolent Action 
he was about to perform, and anticipated 
their future Oppoſition to his particular 
Intereſts, if ever they ſhould diſcover, 
what they would not fail to call, his ill- 
applied and unjuſtifiable Compaſſion of 
a common Enemy—Yet, guided by the 
Voice of true Mercy, he diſdained the 
groundleſs Cenſure of Prejudice and nar- 
row Minds, or the future Oppoſition of 
Weakneſs and Illiberality, irritated by 
ſuch a Deed, againſt his particular In- 
tereſts ! 

He only then can be faid to imitate 
the good Samaritan with Succeſs, who, 
diligently ſeizes every Opportunity to 
promote the Intereſts of his Fellow Crea- 
tures, and who, in ſuch a Purſuit, exerts 
his mental Abilities, and employs his 
worldly Poſſeſſions! The truly merciful 
Chriſtian 
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8 Chriſtian thinks not the Miſeries of human 
life fully compaſſionated by him, whilſt 
his Purſe and Fortune only, however li- 
berally, are employed to relieve them! 
Such a Man will carefully recollect, that 
the gracious Giver both of his Riches and 
his Underſtanding, equally deſigned them 
both to be employed in promoting the 
Good of Mankind ! Small will he think 
the Merit of him who parts with a little 
ſuperfluousDroſs, whilſt engroſſed by Bu- 
ſineſs, Pleaſure, or any other ſelfiſh Con- 
ſideration, he refuſes to employ to the 
ſame benevolent Purpoſe, his Under- 
ſtanding and his Mind ! Whilſt Pleaſure, 
Entertainment, or even the moſt honour- 
able Self-Improvement, ſolely employ his 
mental Faculties, he will think them di- 
rected to ignoble Views ! "Tis not there- 
fore with a little Gold, which Affluence 
cannot miſs, 'tis not with this trifling 
Tribute only, he ſeeks to purchaſe Happi- 
neſs for his Fellow-Creatures—His Mind, 
his Underſtanding, are equally, with his 


Fortune, dedicated to the godlike FED 
0 


as required by the Goſpel. 


of doing Good ! Often are his private $ERM. 
. 0 a XVII. 
Thoughts, his retired Moments, which the 


ſelfiſh World imagine ſolely dedicated to 
his own Concerns, employed in concert- 
ing Schemes, in improving Plans, of public 
Good, and extenſive Benevolence—The 
Suſpenſion, merely of Pleaſure, in the Ser- 
vice of the Unfortunate, will be thought 
by ſuch a Man a trifling Sacrifice ; he 


will inſtantly arreſt his more immediate 


Concerns, when called upon by uncommon 
Diſtreſs ; even his material Intereſts will 
be taught benevolently to yield to the 
preſſing Demands of human Miſery 
However ſtrongly urged by temporal Mo- 
tives to paſs bycthe Miſery which even 
lies not directly before him, he will in- 
ſtantly ſtop his Purſuit of Buſineſs, and 
attend on the importunate Call of his ſuf- 
fering Neighbour ; and in this Dedication 
of his Fortune and Abilities to the Welfare 
of his Fellow-Creatures, he will not be 
deterred from any perſonal Apprehenſion, 
any private Inconvenience ; he will not 
meanly fear to exceed the Bounds of fri- 
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SERM. gid Prudence, the Preſcriptions of Preju- 
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(dice and Caution; he will not ſlacken the 


Hand of Kindneſs, he will not narrow the 
Largeſs of Liberality and Compaſſion, 
becauſe he perceives that he ſtretches 
forth the one, or beſtows the other, on 
Objects in themſelves not ſtrictly meriting 
ſuch Benevolence; he will recollect the 
Mercy of his heavenly Father, which, 
though inconceivable in its Extent, would 
yet exiſt in vain, were the Strictly-worthy 
alone to be benefited by its Influence; and 
no leſs firmly will he invariably adhere 
to theſe Dictates of Mercy and Compaſ- 
ſion, though unhappily he lives in Times, 
which, ſar from honouring, cenſure and 
malign ſuch virtuous Application of the 
Gifts of Heaven ! In a Word, propoſing 
to himſelf, in every Act of Mercy, ſolely 
the Good of his Fellow-Creatures and the 
Glory of his God, the Cenſure or Applauſe 
of the World, as far as they interfere with 
the former, will never influence his Con- 
duct. Senſible that the Miſeries of hu- 


man Life have a lawſul Demand on hu- 
man 


2 — 
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man Affluence and Power, he will not SERM. 
unjuſtly, through Fear of Cenſure, proteſt Ts 


the Bill, which Providence has drawn on 
Riches and Proſperity, in Favour of Po- 
verty and Diſtreſs ! | | 

Such, however imperfectly I may have 
drawn it, is the Character of him, who 
would truly imitate the good Samaritan ! 
Thus unwearied muſt be his Pains, thus 
unceaſing his Work of Love! Danger muſt 
not frighteri, nor a ſordid Regard of Self- 


| Intereſt, narrow or reſtrain his generous 


Spirit! The Unworthineſs of the Diſtreſt 


muſt not hide from his Mercy the Mifery 
of the Suppliant, nor the apprehended 
Cenſure of the misjudging World, check 
the Meltings of his Pity | The Compaſſion 
of a true Chriſtian muſt conſider only the 
Reality of that Diſtreſs, which, at the 


Time, implores its Aſſiſtance, and the 


Extent of its own Abilities ! 2 
Having thus briefly delineated the un- 

limited Extent of Mercy, as required by 

the Goſpel, there remains only to enquire 


into the Motives, which naturally and 
powerfully 
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SER powerfully recommend this Virtue to our 


Practice. And in the firſt Place, the com- 


mon Wants and Weakneſs of Humanity, 
-plead moſt forcibly for our cultivating 

and endeavouring to increaſe in our 
Hearts, this moſt amiable Diſpoſition; 
lor what Diſtreſs can at any Time ſolicit 
our Pity, which, indeed, but for the 
Goodneſs of God, muſt not have been our 
on; The Sufferings of Poverty, the 
Pains of Sickneſs, the Afflictions of Acci- 
dents, the Miſery of Sin, the Blindneſs of 
Ignorance, all theſe Trials of Humanity, 
whilſt we view their ſad: Effects in our 
ſuffering Fellow- Creatures, muſt ſurely 
at once remind us of that Mercy, which 
hath exempted us from ſuch Calamities, 
-and of that ommon Weakneſs of our Na- 
ture, which, but for this Mercy, had 
-equelly expoſed us to Miſery with theſe 


Sons of Wretchedneſs. 
No leſs powerfully are we excited to 
this Benevolence of Mind, when we at- 


d tentivcly examine the equally-wiſc and 


ee intentions / of the Deity in theſe 
different 


— 
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Wherefore has he beſtowed on ſome of 
the Sons of Men, Riches, Underſtanding, 
Health, Power, virtuous Diſpoſitions and 
Goodneſs of Heart? Wherefore has he 
at the ſame Time. afflicted others with 
Poverty, Dulneſs of Underſtanding, Diſ- 
eaſes, Accidents? Wherefore has he per- 
mitted others to become Slaves to their 
Paſſions, their Appetites, and Sins ? 
Doubtleſs, more effectually to promote the 
general Happineſs of the combined whole, 
to bind in the Bands of cloſer Affection 
the Obliger and the Obliged, the Pitier 
and the Pitied, to give Scope for Virtue 
to exert itſelf, and on the whole, more 
evidently to manifeſt his Glory! For, 
take away theſe uſeful Diſtinctions of 
Providence, and where ſhall Generoſity, 
Pity, Forbearance, Compaſſion ; where 
ſhall Patience, Fortitude, Humility, Re- 
ſignation ; where, I ſay, ſhall theſe ſe- 
veral Virtues of Proſperity and Affliction 
find any Exiſtence upon Earth? And ſhall 


not we then by Compaſſion and Mercy 
C c ſecond 


XVII. 
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ſecond this beneyolent Deſign of our 
Creator? How, indeed, can we ſo pro- 
perly employ our Wealth, as in relieving 
Want; our Underſtanding and Wiſdom, 
as in Vf ghtening Ignorance and Dulneſs; 

our Power, as in raiſing the Weak, the 
Oppreſſed ; or to what ſhall our Virtue, 
our Religion, prompt us more naturally, 
than to reclaim the Vicious, and awaken 


Penitence i in the. Breaſt of the Profligate 


and Sinner ? Surely, unleſs thus exerted, 
Riches become Droſs, Underſtanding and 
Wiſdom, little better than Folly, Power, 
uſeleſs and contemptible, and even Vir- 
tue and Religion, if, they no longer en- 
lighten, comfort and refreſh all within 
the Sphere of their Addion, if they do 
not extend in their Effects to all around, 
muſt appear clouded and obſcure, and 
unhappily ſhorn of their brighteſt Rays ! 
Another powerful Incentive to our 
ſhewing Mercy and Compaſſion, to our 
Fellow-creatures muſt ariſe from the ex- 
quiſite Pleaſure naturally attending all 
Acts of Benevolence! How delightful 
indeed 


4 required | by the | Go/pel. — 


indeed to the feeling Heart to wipe away 
the Tears of Sorrow? How exquiſitely 
rapturous, to become the miniſtering An- 
gels of Comfort to Diſtreſs, to caſe the 
Pangs of Sickneſs, to feed the Hungry, 
to death the Naked, to houſe the un- 
ſheltered Head, to diſappoint, as it were, 
even the Malice of the, Grave, and raiſe 
up in ourſelves a ſecond Huſband to the 
Widow, another Father to the helpleſs 
Orphan! How delightful, poſſeſſi ing the 
Power, to redreſs the Wrongs, of the In- 
jured and Oppreſſed, to give Confidence 
and Hope to baſhful Modeſty, v. and its 
due Rex: ard to bumble Warth? How de- 
— lightful thus, as we advance along the 
vatying Scenes of human Life, to chaſe 
away Affliction by our. Preſence, and 
light up again in the dim Eyes of our af- 
flicted Brethren the extinguiſhed Smile of 
long forgotten Happit xls ? Above all, my 
Brethren, what Raj pture muſt fill our 
Hearts, when we "fog? the ſpiritual 
. of our Fel 10 W Creatures ? 


What Words can paint our happy Feel- 


| ings, 
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ings, Shen we. recover in the Guilty and 
the Sinner, corrupted Reaſon from Mad- 
neſs to Recollection and Seriouſneſs; j 
when. we, ſnatch a precious Soul from 
everlaſting Deſtruction, and, by our Ad- 
monition and pious, Exhortations, turn 
the Hearts of the Diſobedient to the Wiſ- 
dom of the Juſt? - | 

If then, my Brethren, at once the 
common Wants and Weakneſs of our 
Nature, the Neceſſity of ſeconding the 
gracious Deſigns of our Creator, if the 
exquiſite Pleaſure attending every Act of 
Benevolence, urge us thus powerfully to 
Mercy and Compaſlion ; what remains 
but that we, ſeriouſly liſten to the ener- 
Setic Precept of the Text, to this Admo- 
nition of our Saviour thus exhorting us 
to theſe amiable Offices of Humanity, com- 
manding us to conſider the Diſtreſt, the 
Alfflicted, and thoſe who blindly wander 
in this. Vale of Wickedneſs, as calling 
on our active Compaſſion, as entitled to 
our tender Care and Aſſiſtance ! If we 


liſten to him, we fhall conſider every 
diſtreſt 
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bour, as fully entitled to our Pity, our Ga 


Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance 

Happy, inexpreſſibly happy, is the Man, 
who poſſeſſes ſuch Feelings, and a Heart, 
like the good Samaritan's, tremblingly- 
alive to the Intereſts of Humanity! Doubt- 
leſs to ſuch a Man belong the Promiſes of 
God in both Worlds! Happy is he in this 
World ; for exquiſitely-rapturous are all 
his Feelings ! Exempt from all Anger 
and Reſentment, Peace, Tranquillity and 
Love have made his Mind their earthly 
Temple! and though pure and refined his 
Enjoyments in this World, yet inconceiv- 
able, even by himſelf, are the Joys pre- 
pared for him in another! How will his 
Compaſſion, his Pity and his Love, when 


freed from the Incumbrance of this earth- . 


ly Frame, rejoice in Eternity, to affociate 
with the Friendly, the Benevolent, and 
the Bleſt in Heaven ; and approaching the 
Deity himſelf, unite themſelves to that 
eternal Source, from whence they ſprang ! 


And, doubtleſs, he who hath Mercy on 
his 
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8E RM. his Fellow-Creatures, he who glows with 
go, ardent Love to all Mankind, is bleſt on 
Earth, and has thus prepared himſelf 
hereafter to enjoy in full Perfection this 
amiable Diſpoſition in Heaven, welcomed 
to thoſe happy Manſions by kindred An- 
gels, and fmiled upon by God himſelf, the 
eternal Source, the unfathomable Foun- 

tan of Love, Mercy and Compaſſion ! 


N 


P. 45, |. 17, for poſſeſs, read poſſeſſes. 
57, |. 5, for temporary, read temporal. 


99, L 6, for fom, read from. 
237, l. 15, (in a few Copies only) after any, add other. 


